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THE TRAIL TO THE SKIES
<Concluded from page 8.)

day. Now it was always niglit. His
ouly danger lay lu receut wiudfalls,
strewu luto It, but lie kept well to mid-
stiream, wliere sucli possibilities were
less. Wlth ail the grace and skill o!
the old days lie squattcd lu the steru.
guldlng the fragile craf t that swePt
downward aud onward like a thing
possessed o! lfe.

The river grew broader, more swift
o! curreut. Tributaries swelled Its
head of water. Past heavily-wooded
sliores it swept for hours. In late
afternoon it carried the canoe and Usa
loue passenger into a wild, barren
couutry-lfeless, ghostly wastes
wliere scraggly rocks reared their hos-
tile helghts to elther side.
1 The stream grew tumultuous lu a
gorge. Old Machova stiffeued at bis
eaddle as a distant boom of thunder
reaclied bis ears, now rlsing, uow faîl-
ing, now fading almost to, nothiugness,
but ever lucreabsing ln volume after
succeeding internIisslons. He was iu
the rapids. Fonming,, swirliug, lasli-
iug waters raced with hlm. But their
mood sang no angry, tbreat.eniug song.
to hlm. Their mood was bis mood.
How well lie kuew ail their hidden
dangers! Times lnunerable he liad
fluug dellance at their worst. To-day
tliey were his brothers. He joiued lu
their paeans. Wlld tbiugs ,ashore
stared. lu fascinated wouder as lie
passed. But old Machova saw not,
materlal thlugs. ,He saw only.smillug
joyous faces from the long ago, beard
only the sougs of joy and triumph
about lim.

The thunders ahead boomed 10111
and louder, merged Into a miglity rc
The waters suddenly grew vell
smooth, but swifter and swifter. 'i
canoe fairly hissed -through space.

<Old Machnva saw flot the ascend
clouds of vapor ahead, where
raiubow played in the dyiugi rays
thle sun. He saw only the Mist Mai(
tlat haunts that ralnbow wîth ar
outstretclied to receive him.

The canoe was poised for one
stant out over the brluk of the catari
whlcli drowued all semblance of
old warrior's -last triumpbant whc
then it descended the chasma likf
slver of light and ail was aË lt
before.

Back at the reservation next day
agent remembered bis promise to
old Indian. Before lie sealed up
letter that carried It lie scauued
odd-looklng diagram on the bir'cl b
quizzically. "I'd glve two cents
know. wliat that fool picture meai
lie poudered. "Oh well, miglit as'v
send It auyway, even If the ceD
doea throw Itaway. Likely as
lt's only a touch for more tobacco.

But over In France, back ln resl
dusky-skiuned Canadian private si
ed as lie opeued the letter and t,
the film of bark from ItL

."What 'gmatter, Pete ?" asked a
cernIng white comrade. "Get auY
news ?"

The Indian soldier turued awaY
bide the moIsture lu bis eyes.

"Yes," lie sald. "Old Maul 0W
father-gone up.the t rail of the sk<i,

againet it. And this is precisely tlie
dlaim defiuitely made by Lloyd-George
and General Maurice. If the Allies
can play the first card lu the 'west..
and compel a great battie there at two
or three points, It will be greatly to
their advantage to do so. ýBut Ger-
many le hardly lkely to choose the
western line, aud to throw hersel!
with an inferior force againSt lmnpreg-
nable fortifications.

This le th-i view taken by Lazare
Welller, wlio wrltes lu the Paris
L'Homme Libre, aud who lias won
much distinction as a war cratic. He
says 'that the war muet, of course, be
ultlmately' won or lost in the weet,
but that the time lias not yet come
for the final struggle. He says that
there is no louger any secret about
Germany's Intentiou te brlug an of-
senelve lu the eat, because thue la
the ground that must be dleared Up
bofore anything can lie douc ele-
wbere. 'Geruîany muet get lier hauds
free here as a prelimlnary to what-
ever elie may lutend te do auywhere
else. 3Vhatever the ultîmate outoome
may lie se, far as the west le con-
cerned, It le o! preemînent Import-
ance to her te lie the "man lu pos-
session" lu the Balkans and lu As
Miner. The whole Mittel Europa
echeme hangs upon this, aud ehe le
certainIv flot dominant ln the Bal-

îug to essentials. Slie lias an
patlietic veneration for the in
professes to bave. Aud the xuap
a satisfactory one so long as liE

tel Europa cliain la broken,
least threatened, lu' the Baîka
long as the end o! the clialu a
dad and the %PersIan Gulf le w~
lu British bauds.

This, of course, le the nia
planation of Germauy's uuwilli:
to say auythIug deflulte abou
gium. She does not wisli to re,
a card until ahe kuowe !tg 1
value for trading purposes. HI
made hei'self secure lu Polan
Lithuania it would liaye been a
mnatter. If sbe were safe lu tl
kaus it would be another matte
ehe lias been dlsappoiuted, at le'
the present, lu Rusela; the J
link la so precarlous that eb
hardly be eald te posese it I

whlle the terminal linke at 1
have actually been lest. If eliE
sweep ever Greece lt would Put
different complexion on the Bit
Belglum would net then lie Rec
as a trading card, and ehe.need
more than trade off BeliuMl
turu for a guaranty of repose
Balkans. If Germauy could es
herself uuchallenged ln the E
ehe would have won the war

y la go E
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RUSSIA THO' DEAD YET SPEAKETHÎ
<Concluded frein page 16.)


