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the Tact so far as the instructions are concerned ; so that Mr. Bouchette stands convicted
wider his own hand of having delivered factitious documents. to the Assembly. These

apers are marked Nos. 1, 2 and g, in the report of the commiittee.  In further explanation,
1t is only necessary to remark, that the instructions signed by Colonel Ready do not cop-
tain the supplementary instruction, which allows the location of all applicants by a permit
of occupation,” and therefore cannot make any reference to the *form of the pernit,
alluded to by Mr. Bouchette, a'fact which Mr. Bouchette must have known if he hud
given me the instructions, ‘ ) ,

It has also been scen, that the principul cause of the exnggerated colouring which has
heen given to the charges against me, is the concealment from: the committee of the right
which 1 enjoyed of obtaining grants for my lnbourers. The mere inspection of the proceed-
ings will show that the comumittee has been kept in ignorance of thiy fact, although it must
have been. well known to the parties conducting the inquiry. It is impossible that the
committee could have come to the conclusion embodied in the report of the surveyor-general,
had he delivered to them a copy of the statement of fees paid him in October 1824 ; the
details in that statement show so clearly the distinction observed at the time hetween m
lubourers and other settlers, us likewise the lands set apart for my per-centage, that they
must have been convinced of the correctness of my proceedings in every particular, I have
heard it said that Mr. Bouchette did not think rﬁmclf calﬁed upon to make public any
statements of his fees; but I conceive that in this instance, wherein the exhibition of that
ﬁapel‘ would have shown the true character of my transactions with my. people, he-was

ound in common justice to produce it, and as a public officer ke.had no right to suppress
or withhold any document received from me as *agent,” when he was ordered to furnish
all “ statements, accounts or letters furnished, rendered or written” by me * relative to my
situntion of agent, or concerning my acts as such agent.”

But if Mr. Boushette held himself justified in withholding that part, of the statement
relating to fees, he should not have suppressed the remainder, for he must have heen con-
scious that in so doing he exposed the committee to error or injustice in their inquiry, and
therefore it behoved him to guard them from such evil by apprizing them. of the facts
within his knowledge. As a public officer called upon for information on a matter involving,
the reputution of another person in office, it was competent to him to offer any observations
or to state any circumstances necessary to the correct understanding of the subject. Now,
Mr. Bouchette cannot deny that he was petfectly aware of the right which 1 had always
exercised of nominating mT labourers for %mnts prior to my appointment as agent ; although
he may probably screen himself on the plon of not having received official communication
on the subject from the Governor, [t canuot however be credited that the contents of Earl
Bathurst’s desputch of December 1817, conveying this authority, should be forgotten by
the head of a department principally concerned in” cairying it into effect, The inquiries
respacting the grants of my reservations to Major Loritg and Colonel ' Fulton, with the
discussions concerning the resumption of those lands, and " the extended ﬁrants to me and
my associntes, which %mve been acted upon, were matters that necessarily, came officially
within the knowledge of the surveyor-general, and of which he cunnot plead ignorance’;
indeed the subjects noticed in this despatch were of a natute to excite too much interest
to be casily forgotten, the most prominent object being a public functionary of high standing ;
and the whole contents of the despateh formed at that time the subject of common con-
versation in'the public offices. Neither can Mr. Bouchette forget, that after the receipt of
this despatch his hiands had been tied up from disposing of any more of the lands in Ascot,
which every elaimant of a grant was eager to obtain, ‘To come down to a later period, it is
not probable that Mr. Bouchette huas forgotten that he was cognisant of all my proceedings
in October 1824, when he received from me the balance of the fees due on my locations,
In concluding this subject, I feel myself borne out in the opinion that I have before ex-
pressed, that the delivery of fuctitious documents to the Assemblg is proved by the evidence
furnished by Mr, Bouchette himself; and thut this fact, with the stippression of another
document; and withholding information indispensable to the correct understanding of the

uestion, afford strong grounds for aceusing I&}I’ . Bouchette of intentionally and collusively
daceiving the Assembly, with the design of placing my proceedings in 4 light wholly at

varignce with the truth, and thus to give a colour to the charges brought against me, | do.

not imagite that Mr, Bouchette would commit a gratuitous injury on my reputation, hut
[ have every veason to believe that he has been seduced into this conspitacy by the feelings
of vengeance and malice excited by the censure cast on him for the numerous instances
of negligence and irregularity which I have had occasion to comment uponin the discharge
of my official duty. ‘ ‘ ‘

I shall be most happy to furnish any futther explanations that his Excellency may desire,

1 have, &e. ‘
(aigned)  William B. Felton.

‘ Nol 12. T !
8ir, . ‘ Castle St. Lewis, Quebee, 13 Jone 1836,
Wrrh reference to my communication to you, of the ed ult, intimdting that it was the
intention of the Governor-in-chief, acting upon the opinion of the law-officers of the Cruivn,
to issue @ commission of oyer and terminer, for the purposs of trying in a-¢ourt of law such
of the charges preferred against you by the House of Assembly a¥ shoild be found suscep;}ja
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