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with which public opinion has been ,treated by that bodywehaveexercised noiordinary
degrec of prudence and forbearanceýthus long. in-,submittihgour will andindependence to
those who are our superiors innconstitutional view, in the ý hope thatT thi system of mis-
foverlnlent would be abolished inNewfoundlatd, as it has ,been in'althe. neighbouring
colonies, wlcre it had invariably.produced similar results.T, -d

We respectfully submnit that the; principles of executive:responsibility at-c tkebirthright of
the people of this colony, as iBritish subjiect$.,that they have been recogriised asthe onlyttrue
and just rule of colonial goyçrnment by., thelniost eminent, i3ritish: statesmen since 1839,
when, Lord John Russell embodied thei in his famous Declaration of Cofonial Riglhts, thnt
they have been since practical1y denionstrated and successfully adolited inall our neigIbour-
ing colonies, where they have conferred the most substantial benefits upon tþuet _ople: Thatin
none of the British American possessions were the evils of the old systen more %dverely felt,
or more justly condemned, than in Newfoundland, which has been suffering from iîus-govern-
ment from the time of its settlement to the present day; while its resources, and the extent
of its trade, the number, intelligence, fitness, ani-desire of its inhabitants for the exercise of
a constitutional forn of governinent, paying tieir own Civil List, contrasted vith the condi-
tion and circumstances oà the adjacent dependencies, j ustified us in claiuing a participation in
the privileges vlich have been granted to theim. ,.

We have adopted every prudentil and necessary menasure in our power ta prepire for the
advent of a reforni which we have dcened inevitable; but nearly all our efforts in this respect
have been opposed by the CounCil, an increase in the number of the Mlembers of this
Assembly has becn frequently nttempted by the Assembly; the other branci vould airee to
none that vould secure the hodiest and-independent exercise of the Clective franchise through-
out the island, and we have necordingly abandoned all hope of coming t a satisfictory
arrangement vith thei on this sub)ject., But, reposing the utmost reliance in the avowed
colonial policy of the present Ministry, we have anxiouslylooked for their iîpartial decision
to terminate these difliculties, and place the political institutions of the country upon the
broad and solid foundation of those principles of constitutionil freedoin, which have beeti
tested for ages in the miother:country, and forni the great clement of prtogress and imuprove-
ment in the neighbouring colonies.

Owing to the disturbed condition of affairs in -Eastern Europe, we prestune that your
Grace has not hlad sufficient leisure to corne to a definite conclusion upon our MNémorial of
last Session; and we have 'deliberntely,cnie to the resolution io Ionger-to waste our time,
and exhaust the patience of the public, in fruitless attemnpts at, legidlation under'the present
constitution, but to await, as we feîently trust eare j ustified, mnxydigth& dthfactory
and impartial decision of the Imnperial Government upon the right of tls colony to the
blessings of self-government. We feel that, before coming to this conclusion, we had done
all that loyalty to the Crown, and only what our duty to the people demanded, in advocating
the rights of the latter, and respectfully placing Her Majesty's Governmuent in possession of
such unquestionable data as will enable it to arrive at a correct and just conclusion upon the
subjects of Our weil-fteunded complaint and constitutional denand.

We, therefore, most humbly pray that your Grace will be graciously pleased to take the
prenises into your favourable consideration, and without further delay secure for this old and
oyIal dependency of the British Crown, the long-desired boon of responsible government,

similar to that in succesful'peràtibn in the otli'r tN th Aiheiicn- colonies'; ad for whh,
ns in duty bound, we shall cver pray.

Passed the House of 4 e bly, 21 February 1854.

(sigaed) J. Ant, Speaker.
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To His Grace the Duke of Nepwcastle, ller Majesty's Principal ýecreta o S
tTo ha he fColoies

The Memorial.of e er o iece o,

Humbly showetho, Q t -i, ' )i. T "p t 11

THAr thse Hause of Assemnblypåthis.çolony- hpingresolv< tosdopo frthi bainesunder,
our present forn of local goverypepnd havinn pursuanc of' such ,re9 ioli tnidjourned
for the-period of one month; your tehor heir Iut respecthly to mîvt
your Grace's attention ta an .address forwarded by your nemorialists to the Colonial Office
on the subject of responsible goyCrnaî!ent in February 1852, and to assure yout Grace that
their sentiments on tliiï subjec remniam'unchanged.

That although infiirly a:d untrulyyhargedin the report .of-the late delegates fron the
Assermbly with being influenced solely by selfish views, vith being actuated only by a spirit
of nonopoly, and, impliedly with .combining to fix a price below its value on the staple
produce of the country, and to establislí ùnd confira à credit and truck systeni ruinous un its
effects upon the operative population; your unemorialists feel deeply initereated in everything
that concerns the welfare and prosperity, and the moral, political andeocial progreas of this
country; axnd on thnt account are desirous that responsible government should not be
conceded to Newfoundlnd until all classes of its population, are fairly .represented in the
Assembly.
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