56 CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING RECENT CHANGES
with ‘which public opinion has been treated by.that bodys«we*have excroised noordiniry

degree of prudence and forbearance thus long. in.-submitting..cur will -and-independence to

those who are our superiors in.no constitutional view, in 'the: hope that:this system of mis--

Eolonies, where it had invariably produced similar results... -*, " . Leoatie e
We respectfally submit that. the, principles of exccutive:responsibility are the birthright of

' eovernment would Le abolished in.Newfoundland,. as it has .bi;en inaqll,Lt‘he,neighbquring

‘the people of this colony, as British subjects. that they have been recognised as:the. only:true

and just rule of colonial government by.,the;most eminent British statesmen since: 1839,
when, Lord John ‘Russell embodied them in his famous Declaration of Colonial Rights, that

‘they have been since practically demonstrated and successfully adopted in.all our neighbour- -

ing colonies, whierc they have conferred the most substantial benefits upoa ‘t?icl‘[')gol)lé,i " Thatin
none of the British American possessions were the evils of the old system more severely felt,

or more justly condemned, than in Newfoundland, which has been suffering from mis-govern-

ment from the time of its scttlement to the present day; while its resources, and the extent

_of its trade, the number, intelligence, fitness, angl-desire of its inhabitants for the excreise of

a constitutional form of government, paying their own Civil List, contrasted with the condi-

. tion and civrcumstances of the adjacent dependencies, justified us in claiming a participation in

the privileges which haye been granted to thew.- .~ . .+ - o

We have adopted every prudentidl dnd necessary measure inour power to prepare for the
advent of a reform which.we have deemed inevitable ; but nearly all our efforts in this respect
have been -opposed by the Counil;'an increase. in the number of the Members of this

Assembly has been frequently attempted by the Assembly ; the other branch would nzree to

" none that would secure the horest and-independent excrcise of the clective franchise through-

out the island, and we have accordingly abandoned all hope of coming to.a satisfactory
arrangenient with them on this subject. . But, reposing the utmost reliance in the avowed
colonial policy of the present Ministry, we have anxiously looked for their impartial decision
to terminate these difliculties, and place the political institutions. of the country upon the
broad and solid foundation of those principles of constitutional freedom, which have been

tested for ages in the mother countiy, and form the great element of progress dnd improve-

- ment in the neighbouring cclonics.-

"Owing to the disturbed condition of affairs in -Eastern Europe, we presume that your
Grace has not had sufficient leisurc to come to a definite conclusion upon our Memorial of
last Scssion; and we have deliberately come to the resolution no longer-to waste our time, .

" and exhaust the patience of the public, 1 fruitless attemnpts at’ legiglation under'the present
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~ their sentiments on this subjec

constitution, but toawait, as we fetvently trust wé 'arc justified in’.expa-ting the satisfactory

and impartial decision ‘of the Imperial Government upon the right of this colony to the
blessings of sclf-government. *We feel that, before coming to this conclusion, we had dene
all that loyalty to the Crown, and only what our duty to the people demanded, in advocating
the rights of the lntter, and respectfully placing Her Majesty’s Government in possession of

" such unquestionable data as will enable’ it to arrive at a correct and just conclusion upen the

subjects of our well-fiunded complaint and constitutional demand. ‘ ‘

‘We, therefore, most humbly pray that your Grace will be graciously pleased to toke the
premises into your fuvourable cousideration, and without further delay sccure for, this old and
Joyal dependency of the British Crows, the long-desired boon of responsible government,
similar to that in successful’operitibn in'the otlier ‘North Atfiefican colonies; and for which,
as in duty bound, we shall ¢ver pray. ‘ B

Pagsed the House of Ae}%e"r‘i,nbly\,‘ 21 F;B;rru’a'r} 1854
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Tuar the House of Assembly, pf his colony-having resolved, to dono further buginess under .

our present form of local government,;and having in pursuance of, such resolution adjourned .

for the: period of one month 3 your meihorialiats deem it their ‘duty respectfullyto invite

‘your Grace’s attention to an address forwarded by your memorialists to the Colonial Office
y Yy :

remain ‘unchanged: - R - ‘
" That although unfairly and untruly charged in the report of the late delegates from the
Assembly with being influenced solely by selfish views, with being actuated only by a spirit
of monopoly, and, impliedly. with .combining to_fix a price below its value on' the staple
produce of the country, and to establishi ind confirm & credit and truck system ruinous in its

on the subject of responsible governnient in February 1852, and to assure your Grace that
je RSP gg y 4, tnd to assure y

 effects upon the ‘operative population ;- your memorialists feel deeply interested in cverything -

that concerns the welfare and prosperity, and the moral, political ‘and:social progress-of this.
country ; and_on that account are desirous that responsible‘gové‘rnment‘s,bould not be .
conceded to Newfoundland ‘until ‘all classes..of its population are: fairly-represented in the

Assembly, e D e s I e 5 g
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