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Union principles, was, that although ourre
presentation was small, yet our power and
influence would be equal to that which con-
trolled the former Canadian Government, and
would, therefore, be equsl to our wants But
when we look at the history of the Dominion
Parliament we see how inadequate that ropre-
sentation has been found We see that our
rights have been disregarded, an injurious
tariff has been enacted, and eur represents.
tives, even when aided by those of New
Brunswick, were powerless to effeot any
change when the members from Upper and
Lower Canada combined against them. Look,
agan, st the policy of that Parlisment re-
specting our coal. When we asked for a small
duty on Amerioan coal, we were told that for
the Canadians to tax themselves for our benc-
fit would be preposterous. One great charac-
teristic of our Government bhas always been
economy,—we incurred no debt beyond what
was neceseary for our public works, and pre-
sented a fair example of the benefits of repre-
senta1ve institutions; but the polioy of the
Union Aot is to oreate & large aud expensive
Government, with extravagance prevailing in
every branch of the public service. The Le-
gislative Assembly of Canada had moreclerks
and pages than members, and #o on through-
out the other Departments Some remarks
were made to the effeat that 1f Repeal was oba
tained it would injure the prospects of the
r4 lway to New Brunswick. I will not detain
the House further than to mention the bare
faots of the case: that the railwsy can be buiit
without Confederation and without an in-
creased tariff, 18- surely too plain to require
discussicn. The branch from Truro to Am-=
berst was put under contract gome two or
three years ago, and as our revenues were
tben considered sufficient to meet the subsidy,
1 take it that I need not labor the argument.
The Annapolis road ie to be bmit by subsidy,
sud the trunk line would be far more advan-
tageous to a Company who would undertake
it But astill etrapger fact 18, that 8o late as
June last, within the time that Confederation
was to take effect, a Compsany actually did
make an offer to build the road on the terms
of the old contract I have no doubt, there-
fore, that the road can be built as eoon as
New Brunswick is ready to connect with us,
provided our financial affsirs are restored to
their former condition. We have always been
ready to conneot with New Brunswiok and
Canadsa, and the fault has lain with them, by
not performing their part of the agreement.
In bringing my observations to a closs, I
wish to make a few remarks on the election
of 1867, It has been gaid by some that the
question of Confederation did not enter large-
ly into the consideration of the people at that
election. I think that the facts are toco plain
to require much discussion ; if we are to
judge by the amount of government influ-
enoe used to defeat the anti-confederate party,
we have a pretty good guide as to the strug-
gle which the friends of union made to oarry
their principles. False arguments imnumer-
able had to be met; the people were told that
we were not going to have the Canadian tar-
iff, and it has turned out that the only slter~
ation has been in lowering the daty on
liquors and raising that on the neoessaries of

life  Tn referring to the influences brought
to bear 1n Camberland, it may not bo amies
for me to state how 1t wag that two unioniste
ehiould have heen olected there [ undertake
to deciure that but for the government 1fla
eongres and the uafmir means of every kind
uned, the urronists would have been swept off
the boyrd  What was the pomtion of atfsirs
10 Cumberiand? I declared for repeal, and
that 18 the policy which the county favours
this day, although Dr Tupper eecured » seat,
and alto a gentleman who eits here. I had
not wealth or influence 1n my tavor; the votes
which were given for me were given volun.
tanly, while 1n favor of our oppouents means
such as were never hetore practised on sany
people were brought into cperation  The
same may be eaid of other counties The
road moneys have been 1aid under contribu-
tion without the authority of the Houee;
salaries were increased in the ssme way, and
other shameful devices practised to secure
support The hon. leader of the oppoaition
18 & confederate, and I may fairly ssk how
1t 18 'that Invernesa senda s man to occupy
the position? I find that in that county
only 800 votes out of 2000 were polled for
union; snd, withont going 1nto a discurmon
which will come on more properly berenfier,
I may say that Inverness, like Cumberlaod,
18 anti-confederate at heart. The leader of
the opposition has complsined a good deal of
being obhiged alone to combat the arguments
of so many gentlemen on this side of the
question. He has himeelf to blame for his
position, and is therefore entitled to no sym.
psthy When I heard his complaints the
other day, I was reminded of one we read of
who called for a drop of water to cool his
parched tongue, the hon. member may weep
and wail and bemoan himeelf, but the fault
18 hus own. The rights of the people have
been trampled on, and any one who goes to
his succor and support must take his life 1n
s band ss he crosses the gulf of public
opinicn. Every man here has a golemn daty
to dicharge, and I trust that duty will be
faithtally done What are we here for to-
deny ! To obtain the repeal of the Union Act
80 far ns 1t affects us, to assert the rights of
the people, and to demand the privileges
which the British constitution extends to us
When the vote is taken, these duties will be
digcharged 10 a way that will do honour to
the House and to the country. Let mc say,
finally, that whatever decision may be arrived
at, the result affeots Dot only us but every
British colony. Hereafter, whenever the pri-
vileges of any people are invaded, tho pre-
cedent of the violmtion of our constitntion
will be urged ; and thereforeit is to the inter-
est of all the colomes to asgsist us 1n our
struggle for repeal.

Mr. Dotcerre smd : Mr. Speaker, at this
late hour, I will not detain the House by any
lengthened observations of mine. In the
name of the people which I have the honor
to represent, I repudiate the British North
America Act as unconstitutional and oppres-
rmive, and calculated to reduce the people of
this once happy province to a state of servi-
tude and degradation. With these few re-
marks, I shall support the resolutions 1aid on
the table by the hon Attorney General.



