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furrounded with it for fcveral Miles, and the Wind letting it right

upon us, it was uU Ice for lo l.ciigues to windward of us, and

were in great Danger of being forced alhore ; but it happily falling

calm, after we had lain in this Condition two or three Days, the

Pieces of Ice feparated, or made fmall Optniiigs, we being then

within two Miles of the Shore, and with no little DitHculty haul'd

the Ships from one Piece to another, till wc got amongft what we
call failing Ice, that is, where there are fuch Intervals of Water,
as a Ship by feveral Turnings and Windings, among thefe floating

llocks, may get forwards towards the intended Courfe. In this

Manner we continued till we faw a fliir Cape or Head-land to the

Northward oi li h.ilebone Point, in the Latitude of 65°. 10'. North,

and 8". 54'. Eaft from Churchill; this I named after my worthy
Friend Cape Dobbs. I had very good Soundings between the two
Shores of the If-e/come, having 46, 4^, and 49 Fathoms Watci.

The lame time that I law Cape Dobbs I defcry'd an Opening bear-

•ng N. W. from us, whicli, according to my Inftrudiions, I ftood

in for amongft the failing Ice. It was juft Flood when we entcr'd

it, the Tide running very ftrong, which, by Oblervations aftei-

wards, I found to run 5 or 6 Miles an Hour. I run over Ibme
Rocks on the North Side of it very luckily being juft High wa-
ter, and anchored in about 34 Fathom Water , but as foon as the

Tide of Ebb was made, it ran lb ftrong, and fuch (^mtities and
Bodies of Ice came down upon us, that we were obliged to fteer

the Ship all the Time, and to keep all Hands upon their Guard
with Ice-poles to fliove off the Ice, notwithftanding which, it

brought our Anchor home, and taking hold agani, one of the

Arms of it was bro!:e oft". The next Day I fent my Lieutenant

in the Boat to leek out fome fecurcr Place for the Ships, it be-

ing impolTible to keep long afloat where wc were. Some VJkimny
Savages came off to us, but had notliing to trade. I ufed them ci-

villy, maJie fhem fo.ne Prclcnts, and difmilTcd them. As loon as

I got the Ships lecured, I employed all my Ofliccrs and Boats, hav-

ing myfelf no fmall Share in tlie Labour, in trying tlic Tide.^, and
difcovering the Nature and Couife of this Opening, and after re-

peated Trials for three Weeks fucccffively, I found the Flood con-

ftantly to come from tlie Eaftv/ard, and that it was a large River

we were got into, but lb full of Ice, there was no ftirring the Ships

with any Probability of Safety while the Ice war driving up and

I down


