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lands, by repeated partitions of them amongif numerous families,
being produaive of confiderable inconveniencies. But this, lie ap-
prehends, need not be done at prefent; and he conceives, that, if
ever it fhould be thought advifeable to do it, it ought to be done
by a full and exprefs declaration beforehand of the time at which
the propofed changes fhould take place, with a power given to fuch
perfons as difliked them to prevent their taking place in their
refpe8ive families by exprefs provifions and agreements to the
contrary, and fhould be accompanied with fucli temperaments and
modifications as fhould make the adopting thçm be in a manner
the voluntary a& of the perfons who were affeded by thçm. But
for the prefent he conceives it might be better to poffpone thofe
important changes, and to revive the ancient laws of this province
concerning inheritance and dower, and the diffribution of inteftates
efnates, as well as thofe relating to the tenures of land and the
power and manner of aliening and mortgaging and otherwife in-
cumbring it. And this one ordinance, reviving the ftid ancient laws
relating to landed property and the diffribution of the effeas of
perfons who die intefnate, would, as, he conceives, be fufficient to
preferve the tranquillity of the province, and to give fatisfadion to
the bulk of the Canadians : at lean, he apprehends it would be
enough to begin with : and if, upon trial, it fhould be found
neceffary to revive fome other of the French laws that formerly
fubfiffed in this province, it might be done by another ordinance
or two, that might be paffed for that purpofe, when the neceffity
of them ihould become apparent. By fuch an ordinance as is
above-mentioned paffed at prefent, and by the efnablifhment of an
eafy and cheap method of adminiftering juffice in this province
with fufficient expedition, he conceives that the far greater part of
your Majefly's Canadian fubjeas would be contented. This there-
fore is what he humbly prefumes to recommend to your Majefty as
the beif method which he can fuggeft for the fettlenent of th.e laws
of this province, after the fulleft confideration of this difficuilt and
important fubjeé.

FRAN C IS MAS ERE S,
U E B E c, Attorney General.

September 11 th, 1769.
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