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ment for bis sin, for ht was welh known that wben
be got labo special trouble, as he had ln the receni
affair wltb Driver, bis good wife drove the lesson
home by thrasblag hmr soundly wben be returned
to ber.

Toot guessed be bad nothiag te Bay. It was
plein tbat be was a beekalider and aeeded drasilc
treatment. Wlthout mincing matters, Raillie ad-
dressed hlm ln saoucd, plain terme, for ex'erybody
kaew of bies Sm, and there was noihing to conceal.

"You've cet been playing fair again, Toot. You've
taken ail tbat's belonging te you. and rnore,"-Toot
wlaced-"and you've given nothlng back te the
Lord, no trne, no prayer, no work, no rnoney. If
you frisk Hlm oui oft His share, you can't expect a
square deel. Ail you fellows know you've got to
pÎlay fair with God."

Toot whlmpered that he wasn't even expectin'
God could forgive hlm-enybody wiih sense would
draw the lice aomewbere

At that Rallie warmed up. Ris favorite theme
was God's fongiveneas pesi ail buman under-
standing.

"Have sorne of you fellows been casting tbese
thinga up te Toot Lucas?" be asked,'wlbb fiasblng
eyes. "Sheme on you! Can't you forgive and for-
get? God would do better tban tbat, tbough against
Hlm and Hlm only was the Iniquiby. Wben there
le no sic any more, because He bas blotted it out,
how dares eny human being stand up and accuse
whomn God bas acqu4tted?"

Ucwlttlagly, Rallie preacbed that part oft bis ser-
mon te Dawn Courtenay. A strange ýpaIlor blancbed
ber face et the words. as mernory fiew back to one
awful day, yeans and yeans ago, wbea abe said te
one wbo had slaned: '"God mnay bave forgiven
you, but 1 neyer cant» And she bail loved that
sincer, too-how much, waa measured by the deptb
oft the wound he lefi la ber beart. But sbe bad
neyer lei hlm see lt, 'neyer uttered the forgivenesa
ber seul ienged te procounce. Now sbe neyer could.
Dumbly sbe wondered what ber life-his Ilfe-
wouid bave been, If abe bad allowed ber love te
coaquer ber pride.

The service was draw4ng to its close. In tbe
Judgrnent of Rallie, it bad been a good meeting,
marred by noce of the uproars and disturbancea
witb wbichbcb was palcfully famniliar. There only
rernained Dalsys soag, wbich bad been left to the
lest purpoely-a benediction sweet and boly as the
brushing past cf an angel'a wlng. Halai, wbo ast
beside the girl, wih arma iightly folded over an
acblng heart, rose te let ber pesa to the platformi.
The stern look ha bent on tbe nough faces eround
hlm was calculated to impressacone and ail thai
notblng but ebsolute silence would be iolenated for
tbe next itew minutes. Hia warning was quite un-
neceasary. Alneady heada were bent forward to
catch every syllable 0 f wbatever socg their adored
cbild mlgbt choose te sicg for tbam..

But just ase Mn. Luea" struck a mallow chord
on the old guitar, an omIcous sound from witbout
disturbedi the tense. expectant atmosphiere. It
gathered sbrengbth as t came, reaolvlng Itself Into a
cabler oft herses' boots and the maudlln sbouting
and saging of drunken men-a welrd dlbbyramb
Improvised to the wice-god.

Halistwas the firet te Interpret the medlay of
sounds. Bhoomy Bill and bis companlons had not
reporbed. Rallie badl prlvately expressed e fean that
they bad been iampered wlth. Bihl was a notorlou%
disturber ef the peace wben' under the Influence ot
the booze. Knowing tbat ail tbe rallroad authori-
îles along the lice dîd their utmost te keep lîquor
fnom the laborers, It waa Haist's private opinion
ibat Theodore Driver carrled a goodly supply for
is owa use. distributing lu ireely te those wbo did
bis bidding.

Instantly the young mac was on biseiteet. Would
Driver fonever triumph over aIl the forces oft good
-and they were mnaity-
la tbat beautiful country?
Shemne on the other men
th-at ha triumphed s0
easlly!

Beitore Halsi could
reach the door, a dis-
reputable trio, beaded by
Bloorny Bill, enterefi the
roorniThey açuffeli ther
feet along bthe. bara floon-
making open 4ntentioýn oi
disturbing the neeýting.
Scoot, howeven, inbendeô
otherw'ise, ase ,ith no

Halitie moved bis chair qulte near the girl, as
If to insure her protection, and Mrs. Lucas struck
the prelude a second time. Suddenly with siart-
ling power, the worcls of "The Nlnety and Nine-
floated througb the room. Simple and old was the
me'1ady and the story ltis words conveyed: baunt-
Ingly sweet were the volce and face of the youthfal
singer.

I3efore the tiret verse was concluded the hall was
reduced to absolute silence. Tbrough the numer-
ous verses the silence became tenser, whlle the girl
sang on and on with the starptIIng pathos which
only cornes from deep and true feeling. Even
Dawn, who had often heard Dalsy sing, forgot ail
else ln ber genuine admiration of the girl's noble
gift of song.

When it was over the men Immedlately iI!ed out
ln orderly array, until Sunshlne Hall was empty.

"Theodore's little disturbance was 1li-timeli,"
Haist remarked to the parson.

Hallie nodded.
"But for our good angel here It migbt have been

a poor conclusion to an excellent meeting. 'Little
girl, you have your life-work mapped out for you.
I wlsb I bad your power of doing good. Oh, i
earnestly intreat you, meke a habit of Slnging to
hungry, sin-sick souls wberever you find tbem, and
the Lord will reward you as you deserve.",

Dalsy felt the trutb of bis solemn words. Her
life-work was, Indeed, coming to her wltbout any
planning of her own. She must accept the re-
sponslblllty. No longer dared she remain an Idie
child. Hfer talents, carefully wrapped Up ln a
napkin, crled to sbine In use. A bost of unborn
deeds, thouigbts neyer put Into aotion, and bours
uPon bours o 'f time carelessiy ldled away, aIl rose
up and accused her.

"We are deeds!
Tbou sbould'st have acbleved us.
Doubt, tbe tbrottler, bas crippled and riven US.
On the day of judgment we'Il corne aflock,
And tell the story, then woe to you!"

CHAPTER XiI.

THEODORLP SCORES.

MADAM, I arn at your service. 1 bave nowMno care ln the world but to do your bld-
ding."

Hallie reined ln the Ilttie sbaggy mare be called
Debbie close beside tbe ridge of rocks on wblcb
Miss Courtenay sat readlng a lapful of letters.
Alexis Lucas had just brougbt up the mail. Deisy
hali run away witb ber ýprectous budget, and Mr.
and Mrs. Strong bad retreated Into tbe sback to
read a long-deleyed missive front an absent son,
Dawn allowed thern ail to leave ber, and remalned
sunning berseif on ber rock by the door. Seloctlng
tbe Bernes letter-aliltbree inclosed a message at
eacb writlng-shebe ailJust broken the envelope
wben ýHalîle stoppeli before ber.

Tbe misslonery bad not dismounted, for fear of
disturblng ber Pleasant occupation, but sbe Imniedi-
ately lnvlted hlm to tle bis horse as she bad maany
thlngs to diseuse witbhlm..

"It ls trne we bad a serlous conferee," sbe
told hlm.L "Mr. Barnes's letter la ful of trouble.
Ail bis plea la to hold the 01d Wrnngle property at
any cost. It la golnýg to bc lmmnensely veluable."

"Good advlce," coinmented Hayes. *ýBut until we
know the wbere-abouts of Aaron Wind a move on
our part would be very imnPracticable. We mlgbt
leave Talte Jaune Cachýe to-day to bear to-morrow
t1bqt the old feliow bad drlfted ini."

"Wben do you i4magine the uncertainty wlll end ?"
sbe asked.

Vrysbortly,. Myv inguiries must brin g resuits
soon."

Hailie iiked tO ,suggest to Misa Courtenay plans
that she must needs follow. He liked to think that
sbe had tr'rely ont bis judgment. She, was s0 proud

and independent, h burt ber to accept bis lead as
înucb as It pleased hlm to offer kt.

"I know sometblng!"
She looked over the bank et hlm wth a mocking

uitile srnlle.
"Do you intend tu keep your knowledge to your-

self, Mr. Hayes, or would it be your pleasure to lm-
part it 10 me?"

She was wearing a smeli bat, whicb closely fltted
ber bright, aleri face. More tban once Hailie bad
owned to a feeling of jealouay toward that bat.
whlcb, ail unrebuked, caressed tbe beautiful, calm
brow with is beavy nut-brown tresses. No one
knew better tban be what madness was ln the
thougbt. Her eyes were squarely on hlm, and ln
bis great confusion be jerked Debble's girtb up so
iightly tbat tbe Incensed animal laid baek ber ears,
swîiched ber teil, and kicked out a bind foot
dangerousiy near bis riba.

"I sbould Ilke to tell you whet I know," he ex-
plalned .hastlly. "In fact I came over for the ei-
press purpose of dolng so."

She moved ber position sligbtly and be set down
on tbe rock at ber feet. Debbie stood tled eit a tree
below.

"I tbInk I know sometbing Theodore Driver does
nc-l," be asserted, wlth tbe ectbuslasrn of a boy
wbo bas discoverefi a bird's ceai. "The mIning re-
corder-a new man appotnted sicce the ire-la
coming up here ibhis week."

"I don't juat see-"
"No? Then let me continue. To-day Is the

twenty-cictb of June. To-morrow lb will be a
montb ahuce Mr. Ravenden attempted Vo renew his
certificate and pay up bis tees-in other words l
ls a monib since the fire. Tbe law le tbat If a man
bas carelessly allowed a claiim bo lapse, or bas been
negligent about bis settiement work, as Ravenden
undoubiedly was, he rnay pay bis hundred dollars
to tbe rnlng recorder witbin thIrty days aflier the
lest cf May and bave bis righia re-esbabllabed. Tbis
endsaail trouble, unless some other Individual bold-
hng a free rnhner's certifIcate stakea the same claÀm
over again ln the meantime. Now, auppoaing that
Ravenden's certlficaites neyer are fcund, we migbt
see tbe day wben we would wlsb that we bad gone
to the recorder and paid ail over again."

"Ah," abe exclaimed, drawicg a quick breatb, "et
present there Is nothing to prevent Theodore from
re-ataking Mr. Ravenden's dlaim in the came oft one
of bis friends, Miss Sandys for Instance. By ail
meana let us go and pay the recorder tbe extra
bundred dollars-or any other fee be m'ay demand.
I see your reason for guardicg your secret so
jealously."

-You seea my Idea? We dare not watt tll the
agent arrives at tbis point. We must go to meet
hlm. -It may, surprise you 10 know tbait some tbree
bundred and fifty-two dlaims were recorded ln the
viclnity of Tete Jaune Cache lest yeer, so ibe.re-
corder le not making this merely a pleasure trip.
He le a man rnucb baraased by individuels ln al
kinds of trouble, so tbe sooner we put In our pies.
tbe better.,"

"The morning le goicg rapidly," Dawn Courtenay
put le brIskly. "Let us etan eat once. HoW shahl we
make tbe trip? Might not the freight trains on the
construction work be- used Mor part oit the journey?
Or the supply boaba on the river? On the gasolile
launchea for bire? Or do you prefer riding the
borsea?"'

"The borses are xny eboice," Haillie repled. "Witb
them we are masters oft the situation and may move
on as wep rlease. It la eariy yet, and me sbould
corne 10 one oft the principal camps down the Une
by noon or shortly aiter."1

Dawn Courtenuy JUMPed up with alacrity.
"That point being setbled, let us make ourselves

ready et once."
"If only I could meke thîs trip for you," bc alghed.

Her aliswen waa 4ect-


