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The Teacher's Work.

1 not ice] ini tilie October R'i EW a Communiiiication

signeul'Ce-i' wb iet 1 read wi îb interest. 1 liav~e
fou nd schools j ust as deýscribcdI wbiere pu pus würe

weii Illp ini read ing and bad not been trained i n ai i
the other branches. But in niv opinion teachers are
not aiwavs to biarrie for this. Le't tin indiv idual eall
at al respeetalule farni bouse Ii nthe countrv. and i n
tbie course of b s visi t înq iii re of one of the childreiu
bow far lie or slie is advanced lit sebool ; tlie answer
uies ait once frorn pa~rents or puipil :'Il Ii tflie fiftbi

booýk,' or I fourtb boook," andl not a word is said
ab)u t other attaitnnien Is. P'eople i n the cou ntry
serni to regard sehool as a sort of iottery wbiere their
childiren go ocrasional iv to irîY f/utirý bick, soin,?
tinies withi books and somieti mes wî tbou t theni. It
is a great pîîv tbat parents do not take a deep
interest in scbools and tic welfare of their childre:î.
Sorne parents senti tbieîr ch i idren to seliooi onily wheu

tlbey have nothing homne for tbemn to do-anti tbt'n
sometimes they wiil iîire ilien out to other people as

tboughl the timie at sclîool were wasted. Peop)le who

would hiire hielp) and keep) bidren at sehool ar-e
tlîr use whio k now thle value of pu n etual at tendance at
sebools. Again, there are those wlîo ivîi ilot provide
b)ooks, 1 hiave a sclîool now where there are pupils
wbo have attended schiooi du ring a wliole terni wit"î-
oult aill of tîne necesaarv text-books. 1 bave donc thc

best 1 cotuld orally, and repeateoily ordered the books,
but the answer cornes :"I Father says 1 don't want a

geography,-" or Ilthey won't get me any more books,"

or Iltley said they would get it wlien they went to
thîe store again."

Wlîen teachers sec this state of iethargy-or 1 amn
l)aif incliîied to euhl it wilful negiect-on the part of
pairents tlîey are too apt to say: "Well, if people are so
miean us to refuse to take an interest in this work
wiîy should 1 ?" The only thing we can do is
juerscvere. Let us do what we can. Let us make an
attemipt to follow the course of instruction-and if
we fail we will have donc our duty and the fault will
not be ours. I could name a number of other diacre-
pancles witb which the teacher miust contend, and
wliicb nced no comment to prove the vast arnount of
înjury they do. Meanwhile let us hope that the
parents who have been educated under the echool
system of New Brunswick will have braina to, lead
tbern to provide for the wanta of their chiîdren at
schlool.

COU-NTRY TEACHER.

In ungraded schools in country districts the teacher
has to grapple with the whole course. Methods
have been freely diacussed, pro and con, and rnany
plans have been advanced, but these ahould be varied
as occasion requirea.

The seholara rnust be interested in their work.
Thiey should bcecncouraged to talk and ask questions
about the work to be performed ; but care shouid be
taken not to provoke controversy. A pupil ahould
not be kept at one piece of work until he cornes to
dislike it. This is the cause, to a great extent, of
idleness and inattention to, lessons, and tends to dia-
order which drives method to the wail.

Teachers shouid inapect ail work done by the
chiidren, pointing out any defecta which rnay occur
anti comrnending whiere work is well dore. Do not
adhere too strictly to time tables. Do not run a
selîool as a through train, but switch off occasionaliy,
especialiy wbere it isagreeable to the seholar. Change
of labor brings rest, and at the sarne timie is an
inducernent to perforrn work that is duli.

Let the work be practical. There are few lessons
il, tic course of instruction that cannet be made,
more or leas, applicable to every day life. A. M.

Professor Lawson, of the University of Dalhousie,
is giving a course of evening lectures on chemistry as
a1)plied to sorne of the arts in Hlalifax industries.

Professor MacGregor, with an assistant, is giving a
sîmilar course in electricity and rnagnetism.

The ilalifax Academy is adding to ita scientifie
apparatus. Tho most interesting arrivai during the
last month was a first class articulated humain
skeleton.
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