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iiriefiy state(i, the action of the rugby exectitive in regard to officiais in the

gamne at Toronto, wvas the only solution of the matter. No suggestions liac been
receivcd from Toronto and witbin the three or fouir days foiiowing Queen's first
comnincation it becamne evident that it xvas impossible to reacb ai] agreement
tbrce days before the gaule as is requîired by the ruies. The statemnent tbat

Queen's could flot accept any member of the Toronto Board of Referees wvas
rendered necessary as an officiai notice of the fact that Queen's coui i see no way
to an agreemnent and desired a decisive intervention by the Intercollegiate execu-
tive. To look for any other motive iin the action is to put a faise construction
on ail that took place.

?4rcnsmission of X7cquired C2harcicter.
T H-E first of a series of lectures to lie deivere I1 by memibers of the Facuty

before the Aescuiapian Society, wvas given by Dr. Etherington at the iast
regular meeting, the subject being "Tie Transmission of Accîuired Character."
The meeting was the most successfui of the present session.

In opening bis adclress Dr. Etberington explained thiat bis subject wvas one
aspect of the question of hiere iity. Tbere was no agreement of opinion on the
subject anîong scientists, lie state 1, and many able treatises had been written in
connection with it. Briefly stated, the question, the lecturer showed, was as to
the possibiiity of the transmission fromn parent to offspring of character acquireci
(iuring the life of the parent. In connection with popuilar beliefs
on the subject it xvas pointe i ont that it xvas generaily said tbat

piarental acquirements are seen in eidren, ani fuirther that other effects on the
parent are transmnitted to chui-ren. In the literature on the subject three tbeories
of importance Dr. Etherington stateci had been (ieveioped. The first of tbose
was that evolution liad taken place tbrough ever recuirring miracles,. The second
wvas that acquiremnents stîch as use acquirements are transmnitted fromi parent to
offsp)ring. This view was iiiustrated by reference to the gîraffe. The long nleck
of tlîtt animal, according to, tbose vlîo exîîounwled the view, woid lic that it bail
<leveioped tbrougbi repeatel efforts to reacli higli branches for food. Tl'le third
theory wvas that by a process of elimination nature lîa( seiected those'cbaracters
that were fltted to survive. The iast view it was showil is the one( \v'itil whicl
the naine of Darwin and bis contemiporaries is connected. Proceding to an c, :
lanation of the viewvs of the subject that bad been develope-1, the lecturer s

tbat the (lifferences of opinion couici Le rougbiy suinned up as acquirC(i as op-
posel to inborni characters. Acquire'i character was (ieveioped through influiences
affecting tbe body and bringing about changes after birth. After reviewving the
arguments in support of botb opinions, the lecturer stated that after bis study of
tble question lie \vas incliine(i to believe tbat acquired character xas not traiismiitte'l
fromi parent to cbiid.

During the course of bis lecture Dr. Etberington made frequent references to
the hooks tiîat bave been written on thîe subject be was consilering, caiiing miany
of tiiese to the attention of thîe students as being worth reading.

At the conclusion of tbe lecture a very bearty vote of thanks was tendercd
Dr. Etherington.


