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Bre jmposed upon ‘the confessor regard-

‘ing ‘these matters, and he is- perfectly
aware that when he refers—aa he has
done—~to these suthorities, he is acting
a lie, ha is deceiving the publio, and is
piling up-calumny upon calumny. He
kuowa that were it otherwise our wives,
our sisters, our mothers would be the
first.to inform us of the evil of the con-
feesional ; yet the only remark we have
ever heard from those nearest and
desrest . to us was that such and
suoh & priest was “too easy, he asked
too few questions.,” -

If what' Dr. Chiniquy states were {rue,
then the Roman Catholic females who
attend most xegularly the confessional
should be the worst class of women, in

" thought, in sentiment and in consequent
action. We claim that Dr. Chiuiquy
has not only belied the confessors and
produced false evidence against the
Chuzreh, but he has cast a slur upon the
morality of the mothers, wives, sisters
and daughters of the whole Catholic
population.” We regret exceedingly that
we found it necessary to enter upon this
subject as we have done; but we owe it
to our dearest and most cherished rela-
tives, we owe it to the prieats who can-
not enter the arena to struggle with
such a man as Dr, Chiniquy, we owe it
to our Frotestant fellow-citizens who
may innocently be led into false impres-
sions by these cunningly arranged at-
tacks upon our Church. Our only trou-
ble is that we have but one issue weekly
and that our space will not permit of
s fuller exposition of the impostor’s
methods. :
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OUR BLOODY FLAG.
There are oritics and critios ; there are
men who imagine that fault-finding is
the essenoe of criticiam and that abuse
is the moat convincing of arguments. A
souple of weeks ago we found necessary
to point out to the Chirago Citizen and
its excessively forcible correspondent—
Rev. Bernard Emmet Q' Mahony, of Piper
City, Ill,,—how very mistaken and un-
generous were their attacks upon the
present Governor-General of Canada and
his Lady. In the last number of the
Citisen we find a Jetter from its corres-
pondent, under the heading, “Father
O’Mahony scores the TRUE (?) WirNEes.’
Perhaps he does acore us, but decidedly
he does not hew to the line. We pointed
out last week how blind a great number
of our neighbors across the line always
are when there is question of Canada or
Oanadians. : Were it not that the very
patriotic, but evidently over-zealous, cor-
respondent of the Oitizen takes upon
"himself to insult every Irishman living
in Canada, we would not be guilty of
giving him any more noloriety than he
already enjoys. But when an educated
man, in the name of patriotism, sees fit
to play the fire-brand and, in his excess
of prejudice, . prooceeds to display bad
temper ‘and ungovernable antipathies,
it is about time to read him
8 lesson—at least in common politeness.
As far as auy of this gentleman’s re-
marks sbout the TRUE WITNESS, or ils
editor, are oconcerned we have no com-
‘ment to make.. He knows as much
about the True WiTNESS as he does
about Irish ‘Oanadian ‘history, and
a8 much sbout the editor of this
paper a3 he does about Canadians 1n
general—and that is saying -very little.
But when he, or anybody -élse, under-
~takea to-sneer at or belittle “the Irigh-
men” ‘‘who freely chcse Canada fora
howe,” we Bave né ‘intention of allow-
- iig that person to go.uiinoticed. ‘We
need_only “reproduce. a,few of Father
O’'Mahony’s ‘sentences,  to.convinoe our
readers: that: he'.is: ou his_element
oo &

critio. We have but small commeant to
make,” The letter opens thus:—

“8ome kind friend sent me a copy of
the TRoE Wrtness .»f Montreal, defend-
ing the Aberdeens from my sarcasm,
and though it is & waste of powder to let
fly at such & pigmy as.this ‘Orange-
Catholic’ sheet, yet for the sake of an-
other alap at thehypucritical Aberdeens,
here we are again, Lady Aberdeen
claimed descent from the ‘O'Neils of
Tyrone,’ but not until it might pay dip-
lometically, and so the story was started
during the Irish Viceroyalty. Now,
this olaim is simply not true. One of
the scions of the O'Neils made an Eng-
lish -connection, but with-the female
line of a Scotch grubber, never, no,
never.”

There is & specimen for you of com-
bined wisdom, knowledge, refinement
and grammar! So the TRUE WrIness
has become an “ Orange-Catholic” sheet !
We only trast that in our new capacity
we will prove & worthy .illustration of
poor Gerald Griffin’s poem, “ The Ocange
and the Green.” Had we sufficient apace
and time, we would gladly give our
readers a few more samples of his
“assertion without proof and violent
censure without moderation;” bat, to
use his own elegant expression, it would
be “a waste of powder to Iet fly” at
such an antagonist. Here is another of
those beautiful phrases vhat at once in-
dicate an academic education and a
wonderful familiarity with the most pol-
ished writers of English :— _

¢ In faat, no decent poor person in Ire-
land would take money or relief from a
‘Bouper’ organigation whose principals
are “ Presbyterians when they live in
Scotland,” and members of the Episco-
palian church when they Jive in Eogland,
after the example of the Montreal TRrRUE
WizNEss' Queen.”

His may be a forcible atyle but it is
none the less barbaric and un-Christian.
A blow from a pugilist has considerable
force about it, but it is rarely a convin-
cing argument. In closing his powerful
letter the writer is kind enough to eay :

“1 wonder not that the TRUE WITNESE
licks the hand of the Aberdeens and
fawns and slavers as most Irishmen de-
serve to do who freely chose Canada for

a home, Canada, where the blocody flag
of England Hoats too lopg triumphant.”

This Jast paragraph has all the fire and
dash of & soulstirring peroration. Ri-
chard Dalton Williams would have eall-
ed it “ the quintessence concentrated of
sublimated aundacity.” We have no-
thing to say about it ; it is too lofty for
such & “pigmy"” as the “Orange-Catholic”
TrRuE WiTNEsS to reach, We regret very
much that our flag does not seem to be
ascceptable to the Reverend gentleman. It
is evident that he does not know-the
difference between England and Great
Britain: certainly he would ndt be able
to tell whether it it a Union Jackor a
flag of the Dominion of Canada that
floate from the apire of our legislative
bnildings. 1f the flag, under which we
live, is bloody, we plead guilty of ignor.
ance; we have no knowledge of any very
sanguinary events. since the beginning
of oui Canadian Confederation.

Le slyle c'est I'homme! Beg pardon,
dear sir; perhaps you don’t understand
the language spoken by a million and a
half of people and protected by the laws
of this country, and under a *bloody
flag.” The meaning of the phrase is
this: “The bird is known by his notes.”
# Lot fly” and “slap at ” are very sub.
lime terms! Pigmies, bypoorites, grub-
bers, soupern, liars, fawners, slaverers and
‘bloody flags, “ dance through his letter
in all the mazes of metaphorical canfus-
ion;” what Junius would call *the
gloomy companigns *of a disturbed im-
agination, the imelancholy madness: of
poetry, without-any of the irspiration.’

However, there is only one point in
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all that tirade that deservem serious at-

' tention; it is the insinuation that Trish-
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men who make Canada their home are
not whut they should be in the patriotio
sense. We would bave the reverend
correspondent of the Citizen understand
that some of the best, the truest, the
noblest Irishmen that ever crossed the
Atlantic have made homes for them*
selves in Canada ; have helped 1o clear a
way through our primeval forests for the
advance guard of civilizuwion and Catho-
licity ; have assisted in Jaying the foiind-
ation stones of our present Dominion—
the freest and most happy country on
the face of God’s earth ; have given the
fruits of their labor and the results of
their prosperity to advance the cause
that is dear to every child of the
“ Ancient Race;” and have, in propcr-
tion to their numbers, done as much for
Ireland a8 the exiled sons of that land
inany other part of the globe., Irish-
Canadians have never hesitated when
material 2id was required on the other
gide of the Atlantic; when the very
cause—now 80 popular—was in its in-
faney and looked upon with distrust by
many who are to-day ardent Home
Rulers, it was from the House of Com.
mons of Canada—from the legislative
halls over which floats the * bloody flag
of England,” that the first resolutions
were sent to the British Government,
asking sutonomy for Ireland. Thrice
was the same movement repeated in the
same parliament.

It is not our intention to honor the
Citizen’s correspondent with & lengthy
defense of Irish-Canadians; nor would
we pay any attention to his effusion,
wera it not that, perhaps, & few others—
no more conversant with Canadian afTuirs
than he is~may entertain similar false
ideas,

When next, sir, you feel inclined to
sneer at Irish-Canadians, remember that
in the hour of freland’s need;it was Can-
ada that sent the Hon. Edward Blake to
take bis place in the ranks of the parlia-
mentary party, and to do battle for the
cause which is most dear to every hon-
est Irigh heart in Canada a8 well as else-
where. Recollect that Mr. Blake is an
frish-Canadian ; that his father was rn
frish emigrant, wbo chose to make bis
home in Canada; that the present mem-
ber for Longford was the leader of
great political party in this country;
that he once held the office of Minister
of Justice in a Canadian Government;
that he was born and educated here;
that he took the oath of cffice as an ad-
viser to the Governor-Geneal of this
country; that he denounced " Orange-
iam " and pleaded for * Home Rule” on
the floor of the Canadian Parliament;
and that all these tbings took place un-
der the waving folds of what you pre
pleased to call **the bloody flag of Eng-
land.”

GLADSTUONE,

e ——

It is sirange how anxious some news
goesips are to circulate reports, entirely
unfounded, regarqing certain prominent
men. The other day the Pall Mall
Gazette startled its readers with s sensa-
tional announcement that Gladstone in-
tended resigning his place as Prime
Minister. The clever originator of the
ramor gave several very plavsible rea-
gons why the Grand Old Man should
voluntarily disappear from the public
arena. The Pall Mall Gazette seized
upon the event of Mr. Gladstone’s short
trip to France, in order to set afloat &
gtory that it evidently is anxious lo see
realized. In truth is the “ wish is father
tothe thought” inthis case ; but the fore-
mast figure in British politics did not
delay in giving a flat denial to the atate-
ments of the enterprisiog and sensational
organ. . ' S

It is well known that bundreds of
prominent politicians, and, as & natural

consequence, their official newspapers,
are watching anxionsly for the disap-
pearance of Mr. Gladstone frim the
House of Commons, Scme make no
secret of their motives ; not a few would
inwardly exult were it only the will of
Divine Providenoe that the Premier's
days were numbered. But others,
equally bitter in their opposition to him
and his poliey, prefer the more humane
and Christian course, of praying for his
retirement. They hypocritically pre-
tend that they sympathize with a man
80 advanced in years and yet loaded with
the affairs of state, as he is, and they
gtrive to impress upon him and upon the
publio that he would do well to seek a
much needed rest before the close of his
earthly career. The truth is that these
parties do not cars ane jot about either
Mr, Gladstoneor his health ; they merely
look upon him a8 the embodiment apd
expression ol n great principle of justice,
which they fear to see succeed.

There is something cruel in the policy
of men who will stap at no cbatacle in
order 1o attain their political enda; men
to whom no slation fis sacred, no age
venerable, no services wortby of recog-
nition, but who are prepared to ignore
the past, trample upon the present and
endanger the future as long as their per-
sonal ideaa are made to prevail. Of
contse we can readily understand that
Mr. Gladstone'’s policy means a turning
point in the affairs of the Britinh Em-
pire; the success or failure of his grand
efforts witl probably afiect the future of
both England and Ireland for several
generations to come. We also under-
stand that the landlord and aristocratio
interests are At stake; conscquently, we
are not astonished to find that a sectior.
of the Eugplish press is so bitterly op
posed to Mr. Gladstone and that every
meana imaginablo should be employed
to secure his disappearance from the
bigh post of public trust that he, to-day,
occupies. But all that anxiety and the
importance of the results that must flow
from the next couple of years legislative
action in the Imperia!l Parliament can
by 1o means justify the methods used
Lo discourage and tu undermine the in-
fluence of the grealeat Briliah stateaman
of the century.

It is true that Mr, Gladatone is far ad-
vanced in vears; but his vigoruus con-
stitution, the heavy work of which he is
still capable, the great exertioni which
he hias recently made, despite all obsta-
cles, all indicate that there is yet an
amount nf vitality left in the Grand O!d
Man sufficient to carry him on for sev-
eral years to come. We have confidence
in Providence and in the future of Home
[tule, and we helieve, without pretend-
ing to any spirit of prophesy, that Mr,
Gladstone wi.l yet live tosee success perch
ou the staudard of Irigh legislative auto-
nomy. Physically speaking, Mr. Glad-
stone is yet mure than the equnl of
many & much younger man in tue tield
of Imperial politics ; and as far 48 the
gpirit and determination »re concerned
he is the superior of ail, He is une of
those rare men who appear at lung ine
tervals in the world’s history,and who
seem to have been born for & purpose
whose mission in life is cut out, an
whom the Almighty sustains throngh ail
trials until the goal is attained. From
the long experience of what is the allot-
ted Jimit ot ordinary human life,he lu s
been able to draw lessons for his guid-
ance 1n the present ; and adding thereto
his gigantic talents, his power of resist-
ance, his bold and determined persever-
ahce, we can only conclude that, in all
human probability, he is destined 1o
disappoint his most vicious opponents
and L0 peacetully triumph over the ene-
mies of the Irish cause. .

In any case we merely wish to point
out some of the ungenerous means that
are being used to cunquer the will and
upset the policy of the moet wundeitul
statesman of this, or, perhaps, any other
century, There is certuinly very Lttle
gratitude in politics ; decidedly there is
much rancor and ill-will. The road is
one elong which ingratitunde Jurke and
its termination 1s nearly always clonded.
Over the portals of the politickl arena
could we!l be inderibed the motto that -
Dante placed above ‘thie Infernal gates :
“All ye who enter here, abandon hope.”
But there are a few exceptions in the his-
tory of the world; men who tower so
grandly above the ordinary statesmen
that they resemble those sublitne peaks
that appear, sky-piereing, above- the

mountain_ranges of humanity ; and of
these Gladstone in one. - o



