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Zôopice for tîje iBoohseller.

JN wishing our readers A Happy New
IYear for 1902 we have ta think them

for encouragement and support, and to
express the hope that they will find tbc
comling year a good one. Our Idea is flot
so ambitious as ta thlnk that the modern
trade journal's mission is to teach any man

bow te conduct bis business.
Mission of the He knows botter how ta do
Trade Journal.

that titan any outsider can
tell hlm. But If he wants te know bow
otbers are doing it, and ai a knowiedgeof0
what is going on in the trade Is useful to
hlm, thon the brade paper bas its placcd
value. Tita BOOKSItLLF-R AND SrATIONEfl.
being issued in the anterorpesî of the wbole
traite. aims to bc a vehucle of practical
information. and flot a political or sectional
journal of any klnd. lis readers are Iound
fram Nova Scotia to British Columbia. and.
white this wide field is flot easily covered.
ihe desure ts Ko cater to al,. and flot to a few
only. %Vc invite Jettera froni correspondents
on maltera of trado interesb. and shall bo
glad to receive suggestions at any tine.

*e

T HERE bas lately een some discussion
in tbe newspapers about the large

circulations oftn eiijoyed in Canada by
United States books. The point is raised
that Canadians should support ýbeir own
authors rather than foreigners. This is
a sentimental, rather than a trade. ques-

tion, with which we do flot
Unîted Statci feel ourselves calied upon to
vi. Canadian
Editiori. deai. But somo remarks

-on the zubjcî appearing in
The St. Thomas Mimes suggesb a remark or
Iwo. Our ur.ually well-inferxncd contem.

porary says : I f a Canadian author was
ta write a novel, coutl ho get il publisbed
in Canada tapon as liberal and advantageous
ternis as Atmorican publisherz grant Ametn-
can authors ? No. WVben a Canadian
work la published, can it ho, or la ib. put
upon the market as cheapiy as American
paper-covered publications ? It is not. at
any rate, although the cost of production Is
flot se great in Canada as in the Ulnited
States. People are willing ta pay from 25

îo 50ç.. for a book. but when it , t,.nes to
paying $i, 51.25 and upwards, as la the
coromon price for Canadian -publisbed
works cf fiction. they turn ta the cheaper
publications from across the border."

The United States narket hein g se much
Jarger than ours it is probable that soe
books could ho published in New York or
Chicago on more advantageous terrns to the
Canadian autbor. As regards new copyright
books, however. it sbould bc kcpt in mind
that no paper editians are issued in the
United States at ail. The cheap-c.t are in
cloth at Si. 5o. Here the saine hooks o!ten
appear at $1.25 in cloth and a paper
editian ai 75C. or Soc., which Uinited States
readers cannot command at ail. No Can-
adian book-buyer can get a nov book
chcaper in the United States than bore. The
cbcap publications referred ta, tbcce(ore,
are old hoks, citber standard works or
English anid United State3 works on which
there is no ropyrigb*

As to co't cf publication, we imagine it is
determmned hy bbe number the publishor
cao se-i. The populatiun of the United
States heing -o mucb largo! than ours,

naturally forms a more valuabie market,
and wc cannot, therefore, suppose thât a
Canadian publisher could issue at 50 10w a

price.

-his condition will always exist more or
less. So that to protest is useless. The
time, na doubt, will conte when chcap
Can3dian editions of standard authors may
pay. but flot ait prescrnt.

W H-AT a Canadian bookacllr can do
is to educato bis public up to a

botter clasa of works. He can stininlate
curiosity by getting a news item in bis local
paper (in whlch bc usually advertises) overy
time ho passez into stock somne ncw book in
which much interest is taken. Ho should

Invoke thse ald ai the school-
Aidlng Sales teachers (a most Influential
of Books.

class in training the youthful
taste about books) and get thern to speak
olten Io their older pupils about the subjoct.
Vears ago a school.teachcr sald to a class
of which the writcr wa-, one: ; lBoys. be
sure when you leave thls school to begin a
collection of books for Vourselves. Always

prefer good books, and don't go in for
cbeaply-bound, trashily printed editions.
These never last. white a good edition will
bo a frlend for lifc. If your stock of cash
la limited, your parents wiII seldom ho
unwilllng to buy good books for you.- On
other occasions this advice was repeated, s0
that a love of the best bôoks was instilled
int the minds ci those boys. The school-
teacher is the natural alIy of the boolcseller.

WA i. zeprodu..o fion. The 1'.hlabhrs*
VYWeekly o! New York an opinion

of thte net piice systern as it bas worked
duting i901 ini the United States. The
fact that It does not caver fiction, and that


