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ness, and wvil1 either frequexxtly wvish to be nursed or will lay its
head. upon a chair and throw froin it those toys which before
were its chief source of pleasure. The temper is irritable, it will
fret and cry for the least trifle, and any noise'evidently adds to
the childs discomnfort ; the appetite lias failed, but thirst is often-
times great ; the shin is hot aud dry, more especially the
abdomen and forehead ; the bowels arc usually costive and but
littie urine is voided. This may bc termied the incipient or
irritable stage of the disorder, and if at this period the process
of dentition should bo groing on with the chlld, the second or in-
flammatory stage may now be expected tô supervene. The
structure which most commonly becomes inflamed as a prelude
to effusion, or the formation of -%vater, is the innermost mem-
brane, the piamater. This, as -Lated in the fIrst article, in tho
last number, envelopes the convolutions and circunivolutions of
the brain, and lines the ventricles or cavities wvhich are found in
the interior.

22rND STAGE.

The same train of sylnptoins whichi ha-ve been describect in
the incipient stage are observed ln the second or inflammatoty,
'but aggravated in a high degree. The sense of hearing is now
exceedingly acute, the slightest noise evidently gives pain. The
eyes become red and. are snffuse. -withi tears; they cannot beay
light; on only a sligbt ray being ad-initted to thern the lids are.
iùstantly élosed, and the child screains from pain. The tonue
and mouth becomes covered with a, dry brownish crust,,tle sardles
collect about the teeth and gums. Thirst is incessant; and on
offering the littie sufferer any drink, it will seize the cup or glass
with its teeth and drink with the utmost eagterness ; sleep is ais-
turbed by almost incessant startlings ; and at sucli times the
thumbs and tocs mnay be observed to be bent inwards, thec, former
usually pressed under the fore fingers. This symptorn clearly
denotes that convulsions are near at hand. Thé, commencemet
of convulsive fits indicates that efrasion (formation of water) is
taking place wvithia thec cavifies of thue brain. Convulsions now
become frequent and increased in severity ; the child rils its
headl uplèn the pillow ; the pupils of the eyes become gradually


