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ly acquainted with the statements on hoth sides,
and ut the end of his investigation, he will either
believe, doubi, or disbelieve the fact n qnestion,
Now apply uny possible motive to his mind,
blame him, praise him, intimidate i by threats,
or alinre him by promises, uo alteration can, by
such means, be produced in his discerament of the
tenth or falschood of the fact.”

Now this statement is, without Joubt, perfectly
correct as far a3 external means are concerned.
No deyree whatever of qutward force can in any
way ciauge the state of the mind's assent or dis-
sent,  But the sune thing is not true of the mind’s
own partihtiesats ownaifeetions, abits, likings or
aslilangs. These not only may, but actually do in
ACry aeany cases, give a coloring to the result of
tie mind's enguirics, and afieet it in almost every
case of uncertamty and del:beration. It requires
much care and attention to free the understanding,
cien to o moderate degree, from those preposses-
tivns, lience the frequent and repeated exhor-
tations of the lovers of truth to all enquirers, to
free their minds lom euch fluence.  Hence the
Gficulty of finding lustoilans, or men fitted to
write history in conscauence of therr freedom from
all improper bias and partiality.  How necessary
such a quality is in a historman, all confess ; and
ret low few have been fzmed fur the possession of
1t i any emivent degree. Not one can be cited,
who hus not, in some instances, fuiled 1n the
practice of 1t,

The result of these considerations, appears to
be, that belie! is so far from bemg entirely invo-
Ity that itis so in such cases ouly as are
accsuipatied with such evidence as to render the
assent or dissent necessary.  In other cases 1t
ought to be sv also ; it ought to be moved even in
its douhts enly by evidence and probabihity. But
whil: man centinues to be that compound of
Labats, passions, pariialiies, and antipathies that
Lie now iz, 1t is too mneh to expect, that i all his
cginrons, hie will be auserned by evidence alone,

In scetion thind, the avther proceeds to consider
the opinicys of writers wim bave treated of this
subjert 5 bot they will be £ ond remarkably to co-
wcide with the view wlich has been given in these
remarks, A gnotation is given frem Locke, in
which is stated strongly and most justly, the
impossiblity tiet there is of the mind's refusing
its assent 10wy proposition wlich s clearly
uaderstoed. and its evidence decisives  But this
quotation; is concluded with the following  impor-
tant sertence :—% Yet we can binder both know-
lecge nnd assent, by stopping enquiry, and not
employing cur [zenltios in tie search of any troth,”
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This surely is an adwiesion, that the mind
possesses at least an indircet influence over its
conclusions.

Lord Kames is another author whost opinions
are referred to on tins subject, e states, indeed,
very distinctly, aud for ressons which he details,
that the mind cannot call up ideas at will, and as
it plcases. Yet headds :—¢But though we cannot
add to the train an unconnected idea, yet it fre.
yuently depends on our will, to attend tu some
deas, and to diswmiss others.” * This s all that is
necessary to render our opinions voluntary, to a
certain degree at least, on & variety of subjects.

Another ceclebrated wmotaphysician referred to,
is Mr. Dugald Stewart. Iis opinion coincides
with those of the authors already quoted. After
making statements similar to theirs, he adds :—
¢ Notwithstanding the immediate dependence of
the train of our thoughts on the laws of assecia-
tion, it mwust not be imagined that the will
possesses no influcnce over it. This influence i-,
wdeed, not exercised directly and immediately ;
but is uevertheless, very extensive in its effects.”
It is no small pleasurc to the author of these
remarks to find them so fully confirmed by the
suthors who hed been cited to prove the very
opposite position,

What has probably led so many great men to
consider belief, as in cvery case, completely invo-
luntary, is the supposition that the understandng
acts the same part in cases of decisive, as in those
of doubtful evidence. Now many, or most of the
important propositions that arc submitted to the
understanding, have for, or against thetn, some
liking or dislie.  WWe have our wishes on the one
side or the other. Wherever the evidence, as
seen by the mind, is clear and indisputable, belief
or disbelief will of course follow, according to the
nature of that evidence. The understanding must
vield. Lut wherever the evidence is sucl asto
give rmise to mmch balancing, pondering, and
deliberation, these previvus preferences and dislikes
will generully have some cficet, and in many cases
much. Our anthor zdmits that this wilful par-
tiality of attention or examination, is possible; but
he thinks “its eficcts are very circumscribed and
uncertain,”” It is hyrhly prubable, on the contrary,
that they are very extensive, And as to their
veing uncertain, this circumstance rather serves,
and indeed, serves much, to augment the evil
arising. There exists among a large portion of

mankind, a very strong and geveral desite to think
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