
Bey. Jos<el)h Hirai-i Robinson. .1

hini %\ell hie %\,'as clcep)ly belo\vcd. zA
youing minister going to lus first
mission received from him his
travelling expenses and turned
away; Mr. Robinson called him
back, and taking him by the hand,
addressed to hirn such words of
encouragement and counsel and
benediction that that act and those
words bouind his hieart with an in-
spiration for his whiole life. Visit-
ing a mission hie found the minis-
ter in financial embarrassment, a
family of growing boys without
books and sehool privileges. A
few days after thiat famiily wvas
gladdened by a large box of books
and other things xvhich brought
jov and brighltness to the home.
111 a character suchi as that of
Father Robinson's there seemns to
be suchi a blending of the best
qualities that it is liard to say
which predominated, but bis
broad-minded charity may be
singled out as most conspicuous.

It was neyer safe in his presence
to utter a word against the char-
acter or motives of any person or
sect. H-e hiad a sense of brotherli-
ness with ail bis fellow creatures.
Onue of his children remembers a
striking instance of this which oc-
curred in Liverpool. A man came
to the door begging. Mr. Robin-
son meeting him said, " I cannot
lielp you, 1 am a poor man, sir,
like vourseif." True enougrh at
that inue, but the sympathetic tone
andl the respectful "sir"I to this
mendicant seemed to be the hi<ig-
est kind of gift.

The same clearness, fresliness,
and origrinality that characterized
Mr. Robinson's preachingr, ap-
peareci in bis ediàtorial wvork. This
gave flot only a finishi and polish
to bis sentences, but a strength to
bis arguments. Loyaltv to the
Church, to M\ethiodist doctrines,
Methodist institutions and usages
characterized bis writing. His
courage to rebuke public wvrong,
and uphiold law and order wvas re-

cognized by his readers. An
lionoured mninister says that by
chance lie saw a copy of Thle
Evangrelical Witness, and recog-
nizing the force and ability of the
editorials, at once became a sub-
scriber; subsequently lie became
a miember of the Chiurch and then
a nuiinister, largely through the in-
fluence of ,\r. Robinson's writing.

Mr. and I\Irs. Robinson suffered
a g-reat bereavemient iii the death
o! their soni Willie, a briglit and
pronlising young man, suddenly
snatched from them on the thresh-
old o! active life. None wvho
heard Mr. Robinson's memorial
sermon on the deatli of his beloved
boy wviJl ever forget it. His text
wvas "And the rest, some on
boards, and some on broken pieces
of the ship, and s0 it came to pass,
that thiey escaped ail safe to land?'
It w~as a pathectic, but triumiphant
appeal from the transitoriness of
things earthly to the abiding na-
ture of things heavenly and eternal.

\Ve have spoken o! Fiather
Robinson's liberal sentiments as
to church government. He ,vas
no Jess s0 in his attitude towards
other denominations. He wvas ai-
ways gliadly hieard by congrega-
bions outside of bis own Chiurch.
After his superannuation, duringo. a
change of ministers in the Con-
gregational Church in London,
Ont., lie occupied thieir pulpit for
thiree mionthis with the utmost as-
ceptability, makcing for himself
man,; waýrm friends amongr thiem.
The same thing occurred in Knox
Presbyterian Chiurchi, London,
Ont., whlere for some weeks, to the
satisfaction of the congregation,
lie mninistered to thein J-le ever
preachied Christ above ail churches
and creeds, bis higluest aimn beinc,
to -viin souls to HiM.

Yet no man was ever more loyal
to the Cliurchi to which lie hiad
given bis life. During the lamient-
able agitation o! the Churchi in
England by josephi Barker, Mr.
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