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6
Rhe Sunday SSchool.
INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESSON XXX11,
N ruE caesTian akmors. | b

GoLprN FEN1, 't Put ;;xhe whole armourof God,
that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the
devil.,”—Eph. vi. 11,

HIRK STUOHES,

M. 1 Pel v 1-9........The adversary.

T. Luke xxi. z4-38.....8atan's devices.

W. zCot x. t-27....... The weapons of our warfare.
The 1 "Lhess. v, s-tt.. ... . Breastplate and helmer,

F.  kphovi, 10-20.......Christian Armout,

S, 2 Tim. 3. 3-10...... A good soldier,

8. 27T ivaS..... . A good fight,

HELYS TO sTUDY.

The Ipistle of Paul to the Ephesians was written in Kome,
it {s supposed during the Apostic’s first imprisonmen there,
about A.D. 62, The ¥phesians were the nhabitants of
Ephesus, which was the chief city of foma, a prot ace in
Asia Minar, bosdering on the .Egean Sea. This city was
the great centre of the worship of Diana, whose temple there
was one of the seven wonders of the world, and to whom
the inhabitants were fanatically devoted, as we may fearn
from Acts xix. In this stronghold of idolatry Paul staid
three years (A.D. 5457} wnd there he founded a Christian
Church,  The frst three chapters of the epistle are doctrinal,
setting forth the work of the Faher, of the Son, and of the
tlaly Spirit, in the choosing and redemption of the Chusch
and in itsunion to Christ ; the last theee chapters are emi-
dently practical, descebing the worthy .alk (o1 conduct) of

~those who receive the heavenly vocation {chap. iv. 1}, i
nnity ttv. 116}, 11 newness of life v, 17-325 v 1333 vi
1-9), in the strength of the Lord (vi. 10), in the Churistian
armourt {vi. 15.20).  ‘The text of the lesson calls our atten-
tion to the enemies, the equipment, and the conflict,

L Tue byemivs.—vers, tt, 12, Not flesh and blood :
not men hike ourselves, but betags much more crafty and
powerful —principalities, powers, the rulers of the dark.
nessof this world, spiritual wickedness {or rather wicked
spirits} in high places. To meet the supechuman cun.
wing and powes of these advensaries the Christian needs
Divine wisdom and strength; ke needs to be strong, not
in himself, bt in the Lord and in the power of His
might, They are ncither myths nor personifications of
evil, nor miere absiract qualities 3 they ace real, live person.
alities, led by a real personal chief called the d:vil or Satan,
and actively, though invisibly, eagaged in cpposing the
cause of God in the world and in the destruction of human
souls, A recent weiter says i~ The dewi) is shrewder than
the Chinese,  He doesn’t come at us wit} gongs and ban.
nees when he wants ta bring us into sabmission,  He gives
no signal of his approach. fie even much prefers that we
should niot suspect his proximity, e is sly and cunning.
He watches for our unguarded moments. He looks to vee
if there are unprotected joials in our armour ; if there is but
an exposed heel which he can brusse; and the shightest
opening he goes for.  The devil doesnt commeonly propose
{£ross sins o a person of refined nature.  He b very caceful
not ta shock the sensibilities of the mast fastidious in his
temptings, ile will ry to make unchantablencss seem
virtuous indignation ; seifishness hie will suggest as pradence;
unbefief he likes to have called liberalism,  He grearly dis-
likes to have his suggestions known by 1heir zight names.
And the best reason for our having on aft the armour of God
at all times, is that we can never know whete the devt! will
strike at us, or when, if we are unprotected or off owr
guard,”

1. Tue EQUIrMENT.~—vers. 13-17. This cquipment
or armour, offensive and defensive, s smperatively necessary.
Verse 1t teaches us, by implication, 1hat if we do not put
on the whole armour of God we shall not be able to
stand against the wilea of the devil. The defensive
amour iy complets and cficient. 1t constitutes a full panoply,
covesing the Christian warrior from hrad to foo1, that s,
protecting him from all Linds of evil, come from what direc-
tion they may. There is only one offensive weapon men-
tioned, but ttis a good one.  David, 1o doubt, prered st as
tughly for spuitual warfare as he prized the sword of Goliath
for carnal warlare, and would probably have been quite as
ready to say of it * There 1s none like that ; pve st me.”
{1 Sam. xxi. 9.} While Paul was writing this epistle {or
letter) to the Ephedians, it is very likely that he was con-
stantly guarded by Roman soldiers in complete armour ; so
he had his illustrations before his eyes. 1n ancient times,
when there was no gunpowder, and almost all the fighting
was done ““hand tv hand and foot 10 fout,” ihe solchers
protected theit bodics with various picces of defensive armour
which have in madern days been cast aside as cumbrous,
and as affordiag little o no protection agamst the weapons
naw in use.  The modern soldier has na hehwuet aor breast.
platc nos shield, but the modern € hristian needs his spitit-
ual armour just as much as Paul or the weakest Christian
in Ephesus did.  “The different picces of this armour, as set
before us in the lesson, ate ;

The Girdle.—Having your loins girt about with
truth : The girdle sunounded the waist ard kept the
clothing and the other pans of the armour in their proper
place. It is by coming 1o a kaowledge of the Truth of Geod,
as contained in the Bible, that the Christian is enabled to
bind lis armoue about tm.  There is also a 1eference here

ta the truth or tiathlulness uf the Christian's own character. CHIFDREN'S GARDEWNS.

The Breastplate.- Having on the beeastplute of R aunt - .
i Righteousness: ‘This must be an impostant picce ofann. 1 wish evesy mother in the ’?'"'"’"Y lmm; { e N';-'“_‘ ?"’"‘;“
cour, for n i reproented ae protectng the heart, a very faction to be detived from the linfe plate o "“‘d': e cinitl
“ight iy te which would be fatal. ) ne primary sefer. 1e0 cultivate as their owa.  No matter how swall, i has a
"cnce hete o the sighteonsness of Chiist, which not only  Peculiar chaem, and s mised aud incongruous plantings
(saves the believey fram waath and constitutes lus title o 7ften yield astonishing results. No rr:dnhcs so crisp asthose
heaven, but is alo a source of satisfaction and comfort 1o Four httle son will ay beside your piate, the reward for his
| Inw an hiv earthly pilgrimage, and of inedtimable service in b and care.  No flowers so beautiind as those your loving
the cortast with on and Satan,  Were it ot for the knon. fawhiter brings in some bright spring moemiog, nustures
glcdgc that the nighieonsness of Christ o his, the Chisian 30 tended by her own hands. The e:ul:?s( l‘“l“‘“c"},“f_ the
pwould yield to the cncmy’s temptanons aml selinquish all Wods grow sereaely ia the shadow of 4 May tree.” “The

{ hope (an account of his own sitfulnese), and thus sk deeper Wi vinlets ourish tn Annie’s gentle care.  In our home

into sin. There may also be a secondary reference to the each child has a plot of ground and an apple tree, the fruit
consciousness of recutude, an the part of the Chriuian, in of which, alway« fais and beawiful, is shared 8“5‘,‘-"0"5‘)"
sespect 1o his Joyahy and fdelity to Him who har called 804 the suiplus soff for pocket monr(y. Sometimies an
him 1o be a soldier. _catly melon finds its way to our table {rom the gavden of
The Shoes.—And your feet shod with the prepara. ©nc of our industriaus bays, and is praised and appreciated
tion of the Gosgpel of peace: ‘The apostle calls upon the ' 2% 3 reward for his tabour.  Little two-year-old hasa ﬁnn)cn
Christian soldiers to ' stand, ™ hat he alsa indicates that heic 190, mt while we try to teach himy not to pull up the happy
1o be prepared 1o march whea the order ix given to do so, * fay of flowers and vegetables 1bat thrive there, we de-
The ancient warrior might, perhaps, be able to stand and light in his gtad munmur as he roars tike a true Behemian in
fight without shoes, o sandals, hut he could not nel} march e summer sunshing, saying, ** My "‘“kf» my gatdec,
bare-foated, The Christian soldier is to by a messenger, and M Laking a whale potato from the celar where his ‘35;3‘-‘-‘5
though engaged iq war be is to bear the Guspel of peace, | Fel Often wander ke plants it just deep c.nough for ;hc cns
** How beautiful upon the mountains are the fiee of him thag . 10 Pick it out, and nothing daunted sows a handful of peas
bringeth govd tdings, that publisheth peace 1 over it. ltut as he grows older he will learn that this is not
The sg\ge]d‘ —Above all, taking the shield of fnith | the way Lo success, and ry 1o copy the care :f’nd vigitance
whercwith ye shall be able to quench all the Siery dans | dsplayed by his elders. Even **Baby tlape” hasa littie
of thie wicked: ‘The shield most commonly msed by the , el lilled with sueet wild Bowees brought from the woods
Romian soldiers tn Paul's tue was of oval form and about 33 spring, 1o he ready when she can gather them,” the
four fect long by two and « half feet wide, 1t wasa piece ¢ ldren say—and our eages young botanisis are ever ’“'d‘)f
of metal ot wood, coversd with leather well ailed, to be held @ scars’h for a pew flower to transplam mito * flope’s
biefore the solhes so that a blow from an cuemy’s sword or | garden.” By suc(’\ intocent ;}lc:}:mcs is home made tappy
lance might strike the shield instead of the bosdy, Enemie, A beautitied. ~Rural Nae Yorder,
then used to thiow darts lighted at the ¢md, to bwn as well
as wound, and they oftet fhung busning toiches against walls ¢
andients.  Paul tells Christians 1o take the stueld of fnith :
when the soldies had a shield before Jum he lelt safe from | ‘
danger, and so with faith in Jesus the believer 15 secuse. wba recenddy tusned up at Durban, has been lectuting on
e Helmet.—~And take the helmet of salvation :: his travels at Lispon.  Tn his address, which is transtated in
“ But let us who are of the day be suber, putting on the | the ** Standard,” he testified distinctly to the existence of a
breaatplate of fith and love 3 and for an Lelwet, the hope | White racean Centeal Alrica, kiving in ferntory * between the
of sabvaton.” {1 Thess. v 8). [t is probabily e dupe of | Cuchs and the Cabango.” e himself spokc to men gf thus
salvation that is meant in our lesson also.  The helmet frro- TRCC whow he dc?cnbcs as “whiter than Uaucasians,” who
tected the head, and was generally made of brass o1 some ; <all themselves Cassequers, and arenot a bad people, though
other metal.  Like the breastplate, it guarded a vital and | totally uncivihzed.  They have tufts of twic on their heads

A WIHITE RACE IN AFRICA.

Mejor Nerpa Panto, the Portnguese traveller in Afvica,

very valnerble part, whete even a scemingly slight injury 1 lie short woul.  They have eyes like the Chinese, are pow.
would be apt to prove fatal, )

The Sword.—And the Sword of the Spirit, which is |
the Word of God: Being thus fully equipped with de-
fenmve acmour, the Chyistian is ready to 1ake the sword in
hand. Itisa tried weapon, ¥t was this weapon, and no
athier, that the Saviour Himself used in the conflics with
Satan on the occasion of his tempration. His answer to
every atlack of the adversary began with ““ 1t is written.”

1L Tue Conrricr.—Al} this preparation and equip-
ment tmphies that there s fighting 1o be done.  There ase
two apposite powers or kingdoms at constant war in this
warld—the k'ngdom of God and the kingdom of Satan, The
devil is the god of this world, aud ever since the falf, men,
in their natuzal, smnful condition, are his subjects.  Believers
are subjects of the hingdom of Godd, but they siill find the
kingdom of evil existing not only around them but within |
themt.  ‘There can neves be peace between these two pow-
ers.  The Christian must fight, not orly for s King bwt
tas own defencs.  Itis a stewggle for life.  Ile must de-
stroy his spiritnal encmies or be ‘}‘limsclf destroyed.  But ke
is not content with mere seif-defence.  As God enables him
he makes incaads on the kingdom of darkness and tries 10
be the means of setting some captive free.  tg is not sent
on & warfare at his own expense, God has provided the!
armour ; He also provides the strength, and the means of |
support by 1he way : but the Cliristian is directed always 1o}
seck God’s help, Prayingalways . . . . .. and waich.
ing. Jehn Bunyaw’s Piigim found “all-prayer * effective
when all other weapons faled.  Whea Ncehemiah’s enemies
threatened um he prayed and seta watch, e who watches
most will needd 10 fight least because not surpnsed.  Praying
for others is sure to bring pood to the person that prays. 1t
was when Job prayed for his friends that the afhicting hand
of God was removed from bim and blessings were poured
out upon him io abundance.  Paul requests the Ephesian
Chastuan to pray for mm that utterance might be piven
hun that be might open his mouth boldly, to make
known the mystery of the Gospel; and the Christians
of the present day are taught by tns that they ought 1o pray
in like maaner for the ministers and missionaries who are
now prociaiaung the Gospel.

EysutaeN Algerian Catholic missinnaries have started for
Zanubar tu join the Victona Nyanza and Lake Tanganyika
Mussion,

CGofficial [otices.

CHONGREGATIONAL COLLEGE oF B.N.A.~The forty-first
Session will be opencd with the usual public sesvice on
Wednesday, September iyth, 1879. Candidates for ad-
wmission are requesicd to forward to me their appheations,
with testimonials of pasters and rucommendations of ihusches,
without defay, that there may be time for necessary corses-

ondence. My address till September 16th will be box 28,

.0., Cacouna, Que. GEORGE CORNIsit, LL.D., Sec, Cone
Sregational College, B.N.A.

erful, and Yive a nomadic life. 1t is of course possible that
an Albino family shonld have multiplicd, but it is more pro-
bable that a small party of Vandals or Goths were forced
southward, or mcg to explore southward, were compelied
by circumstances {0 remain, aud being separated from ail
around them by their colour, have sucvived as = distinet
tribe.  An almost perfectly white tribe  exists in the Atlas
the descendants, it is supposed, of Romans who fled 10 the
mountain for protection against the barbarians, and, as far as
yet is known, climate has fitde influence on colour. ‘The
Capts remain white and the Tasmanians were guite biack,
though they had always lived ta a climate near!)y identical
with that of Braain,

Major Serpa Panto, the Postuguese Stanley, is strong and
muscular, although of light limb and frame, and is of agenial
and hagipy dipo-tion, »ot casily overcome by difficulties,
The Poctuguese calony in Pernambucs have presented him
with 2 valuable gold medal, set with preacds and brilliants,
and beanny a suaable uscription. Ts saud, that while the
journey of Cameron cost 46,000 and *hat of Stanley about

£9,000, Serpa Pinto_has spent less than £1,000 all told,

T'o the king he has offesed several skins of wild beasts, and
e ashed her majesty’s acceptance of a splendid coliection of
astrich feathiers, which he had taken ia the desert of Calhari,
and which in the transvaal were reputed to be superior to
those presented some years ago o tgw Queen of Holland by
the Dutch merchants of that sepublic.

JARRIACE CUSTOMS OF THE ZULUS.

The mardage customs of the Zulus are unlike those of
other savages. . When @ man wanls 16 many & womas, he
goes 1o the fatherand purchases hier fortwelve head of cattle,
If after a certain time she bears no children, the hushand
desands back (rom the father the cattlie given for the wife,
and the father is bound, sccording to Zulu aw, to retutn
them. If children are born, and they are daughters, the
heart of the father 1ejaices, for they represent so many head
of cattle for which he can selt them, 1hus getting back the
Qricc he had given for his wife, and of(cn much more.
Mercover, women 8l the soil in Zululaud, sen being re-
served for the nobler office of knocking others or being
themselves kaacked, an the head, according to circumstances.
Every woman has a hut of her own, 50 that on enteriag a
village the traveller can ascertain the number of women liv-
ing there by counting the huls.

OF the 80,250,000 Foglish-speaking people in the world,
17,750,000 atre Episcopatians, 14,000,000 Mecthodists, 53.+
300,000 Catholics, 10,000,000 Presbytesians, 8,000,000
Bapusts, and 7,000,000 Congregationalists.

Births, Warringes and BPeaths,

MARRIED,

At the residence of Anthony Mortis, Esq.,on  >dnesday,
the 3oth ult.,, by the Rev, D. Silcox, Mr. .illard H.

Cacounss, Fuly 1541, 187¢.

Clarke to Miss Esther Stapleton, al} of Stoaflville,



