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pulicy-holders, $2,425,932, ntiaking a total ditrîl>n-
tioi ill 1&)0 O! $21,937,439 aîîîongst policv-lloltr!s.
and tlitir rcprescitatives. Titis 2mnints Ill to ani
average paynlcten of ;S70.100 licr working day ibrotugli-
out tc year. Tuie antott of new assuratnce w'rîueu
bv tlle Eqîtitahie iast Year ivs$1-27,694,084, -Mtd the
tutal ilotitt ini force at close uf j896 %vas $1,o,

o;0. Suicît colossal figures inspire Wond(er at, auid
admiiratiotn o! Ilte splendid finanicial andi adtmiistra-
tive capacities of the ]?resident, Mr. 1-. B. H-yde,' by
whoin titis elioriiionis butsiness is beîtîg iliiagcd ivitî
suicli catiunîntate skiii. Thei Rescrve on ail existiitg
poiicies, caicuiatcd 01n a 4 Per ccitt. standard, andi Ill
Otiter liaiities, atiiouttt ta $1 73,496,768, ani tlle
Surplus otn a 4 per cent. statndard ainoaunts 10 $413-
277,179. Die total Assets are $21 6 .773,947, liaitg
increase(i last yvar bY $15.764.561. 'Mr. Seargeat
1). Steanîts, %Vli0 represents tlle E<iuitable Life Assur-
ance Society it Canada, stands i-cry llgît lii public
respect, andi wîell andi wortltily watclics over andl pro>-
imltes ail tlle lîtteresîs in Ilus charge.

TRE MMNNQ INSTITUTE MEETINGS.
rThe cxtraordinary (leveloplnit iiaw going on iit

iiniinig enterprises in Canada causet i utprecetleiiteti
itîterest to lic takcn in tlle remitt meietinigs lielid ini
titis cite, ini contiection wtlt Ilte C:oiectitioti itnd(erti
aîtispuc"s o! Ilte cautadiati M.Nititig Itistitute. Minitîg
is nute of tlle nlost aicient of arts, anc to0 wltichlit
very carly tinttes ivas practiscd extetisively iit h great
skili. 'rTe Romnts Ktîie% tiotiing of geoiogy as a
scicence, but tlîcv kttew wltcrc ta fin<J ittetallie ores,
Ilow also ta extract aid suicIt tteti, atnd Ilite lau' tiey
estabiisicd. itn .tgî fur Ilte encouragemnitt o!
tiinig shows retnlarkabie %visdoni. Oilc af tose
laies is stili it force ili D)erbyshîire. BwDv titis lawieuîo-
eer <iscovers; a veiti of leati cati eslîropriate suffi-
cieiit litt for devclopilg îtîtiitg oprtiouts wvithiolt
aite payltîcîtt tu tlle Owuter, ai ea clal îtii a roatiway
ircc to Ille lîcarest pubîlic iltiway, Itle landt atnd tlle
roand reerting to tlle originial otiter, loecn uiiniing
Nvork miases. 0winig to titis liberalite tlîcrc have beeti
Icati mîines openc in tli nt counîtry by practical itineir.s,
uu'hosc oîîly capital uvas thecir skiil, labor. atnd a sinail
loan froin some tîciglibor. In sanie places inities
abanidmned w Ilte Rotinatis '.ave bcctî tîtade ta vil
cotîsiderable profits w Ille applicationt of iiîto<lern
scietiic processes tittkuitiiin carie tities- Stîci
ccincesstiii aire too getieroîts for Utecse days, but tlle
spirit atnd inîtentiaîonn tetît. atid their rcsçuits,
aft<'rt an cx-atuiple ta (iovcnuticnlts as ta tlle hcits
(if giving praeticai etîcouiraÎgensient ta iiiug enter-
prises. Tiere ivas, %ve subiiîit, a mistake niade in
luit esîablishitîg a centra 1 Muiseitut 14 ]--coltolnîic Gea-
i. gy ini ttis city simiîl.r to Ilte one itn jcniivn St.,
Londoil. uitit briîteites in sireeri othecr citics, wiiere
ilic %viltale population andi visitors couid ]lave apportu-
iiis tif licing cduicated iiuta a kiwlcdgc o! tlle

inieral %veitl of tli contry, andi uf Ille~ Processes
for its dcvelopilie:ît. To a 'Museumu af tii character
a scitool of pra cticai iincraiogy and i mctalîrgy
iould lic attacheti, wherc those whio arc drawNv to

sticb stuidics cotti<i he equippeti for practicai work a:
tiinig engincers. Techîtiical educatioli sh5ltOl lX

provided lu sehools of titis class for Caniacian students,
wltosc services %woîild be invahtiable iu developing Our
mneurai resottrees, and inl establisiîing atîid worlzing-
etiterprises wlîiclt dcpcnd tupon iiinig for their acti-
vity andi supplies of inaterials. A very gratifving
risuilt of Ille Afinlilg Institutces V'isit to ýM\jotrc1l
is Iikelv to bethe est ablisliinîeut of stuci a. 1 useuni andi
iturcau Ili titis City. li tlle absence of ali institution
(>f titis nature, tlle peCople at large andt capitalists
%vert: withott Ille delinite -andi reliable information
wii it is so desira>le shoulti be rcatiiv available
not for the iuse of investors oilly, but bv skilled
iecianlies, sonte of 101011 %votld idcvelap) a nlatiu'.
git for sucli îvork as is requireti by Ileic nacliinery
oi iiinig ani sinîcltilng-. lu tIle ilanuilfact lre of
iroti alone, tlle ores of whiichi iiital of ail kintis Cati-
ada, possesses in incalcuiably large (1uaintities, ilicre
is a field for enterprise we have hiardly ) et entercd
ulpan. Mr. Hamîilton Merritt, whose aîîthority carnies
m~e:glit %vith ail experts, saiti "Cana.-da %vas destincti ta
bc one of UIc great iinig counitries o! the world."
\VJîen %ve considcr Ilat thte iinciral p)roduictioni of
Canada last vear wvas over $23,000,000, anti thlat
tt is fast înraiiwe înav wcll feel confidence
in thlere bcillg a1 iîagnlificent inining future
before this Dominion. A nîlarkced feature of
thle Convention, a feature which wvill redoutid
inucl ta tlle hionor of tlle M-\iilîg Instituite,
%vas tlle cnlipltatic condeniznation of " iid cat *
sclienies bv several of the proninient ienîibers. ýMr.
Druinioni said: "\Vle liave too iliany of thcesc, andi
werc likcly ta have mairc, but anl organization like tlie
Gencral Mining Association could do a great deal
to purify tlle air inii iiiîig circlesq, atnd kecp Caîxadian
iîiiiig initerests nt as Iii a stna-ias Nvere lier
haliking instituttions." 'Mr. Drunîniatoid referreti to
tlle imîports o! iron hiaviiig fallen fronI 22,t)13 tots Of
trou in 7t,92 ta, 2,454 tonls Iast year, as evidence of tlie
c:.pacity of titis country to supplv iîscl! with ail tuec
iit products it ieds, and( ta produce charcoal iran
on a large scale for expant. A resolution wvas passeti by
ti Iiistitutc cailing for anicndnîients in Ilte laiv rc-
lating ta the incorporation of iing conipanies, Sa
as to proiltote thecir finanicial sa!ety anîd iiitegrity. The
'-fotntreal Mining Convcntion wvas, wve believe, a liiglily
tmportant cvent. It is aliost certain iliat, out o!
it ill arise a National Sclhool of Meîallurgy, azsso-
ciateti with a 'Miulitg «Mulsettmi. Wc trust, ton, thiat
Ille warniitg against, andi the ativice given ini regard
to specuilative scliinies, and Ille action takenl ta place
thein iinder legislative restrinit Nvili prevenit tlle goati
mîaine of Cailada being disiionareti by those disasters
wii always folioîv on tie trail of "wvild cats.»


