" secondl. , that'the *“ Man ” and not Jacob is the:aggressor. Jacob.does not-assault hir, but

" yet to bring, him-intv'many troubles and: I
arose chiefly from his former. unjustifiable 'gxa‘c_:tic@ztoward; his-brother, He is-now to leam v

Lesson PrLaN. I Jacob's Pm;er. vs. 9-12. II.  Jacob's Persistence. vs. 24-26.
1II. Jacob's Princely Name. vs. 27-30. ;

1. Jacows Praver. 8. See God'’s promises to such as Jagob, Pr. 5q: 35. God of

my father—This was the title by which (iod made himself known to Jacdb at Bethel, ch.
“281 13. Which said unto me—sec ch, 31: 3, 13. (Notice th¢ reforence in v. 13).
, This is the first recorded ssample-of prayer in-the Bible, note its structure.  Appeal toGod
-as stapding tn dtovenant relauonship ; the, present situation of danger comes in the path of

opedience to his command ; confessivn of unworthiness and thanksgifing fur past mergics 5
* direct and simple petition fus just what he waated:, and his based upun thediving:promises.
10. | am..not worthy af—ht. “* I am less than:all.™ Thuse are the best:prepared-for the
greatest mercigs-that see thamoseives anwurthy of the least (Matthew Henry). God’s mercy
and, truth are linked together, Gen. 24~ 27 ; Ps. 25.. 105 §7. 3; 611 75 85: 103 8y
13, and-many other . s, Iha“%raciqus sromises canoot fail.  With my staff—Jacob
proved the.truth-of Job 8- 6, 7, and could say Ps. 18. 35. The extent of Jacpb's wealth
may be-surmised from the faégthatrhis resent to Esz\‘; consisted of 580 different animals.
1. Compare the similar prayér of David Ps. §g: 1, 2. Jacob felt theé truth of Pro, x8: 10
The mother with—lt. *"upen.” ** The mjuther upon'the children,” stands-in abposiﬁan
with *“me," there 1s no-cunjuagtiun **and "in the original. ‘' Lam asa mother b¢nding over
to protect her children. I { am slain, all-these asdund me, the whole clan, must perish.”
So-afortress andits defende¥s are tepresented ;as a.mouther and ‘her children, Hos, 10: 14,
Read 22: 26, 12. Thou saidst—ch. 28 }3.15, at Bethel. References tothe immuta.
bility of God’s word, Num. 13: 19; Mati. ;24 35; Titus 1: 2; Heb. 6; 17. | wi[!
_surely do theg good—This:is Jacob’s versign of T am with thee and will keep thee.”
Having thus squght the-diving prulec[ion,igcpb'lu\lk measures to conciliate Esau. He

re ;?la present; fur lum worthy of:a great sheik, and-so arranged it that it should"impress
Exs%:tpt er with the generosity and wealth of the giver.  He then cadsed all-to pass-over the

jabbok.and humself semarned: behind, doubitlesp that he might be alunetin prayer once more, §
fox he falt.that-the:cnsis- of his life was.come, | For him,.as for Caesar at the Rubicon, the @

" . wgie was-cast " when he crussed ghe Jabbok.  He advances, aot Lo grtify a lust for power,

but to ¢ xmtlhe:’and.asllhe. horije of the true faith-and:the future birth place of the world’s

.. Redeembpr, IR )
. IL jaco®s Persistence. (24, Jacob was left alone - At such a moment the
" God-feating man desires 1o lean-hard on.God.  He had taken all-the precautions that a pru.
dent man could take, and the issue was-now in higher hands. There wrestled a man
\with him—What is the meaning of this mysterious encounter ? Inthe first place-it was
objectively real, , It was, no-merg “dream-oi vision. It is part of a narrative of Cglain facts,
and:the cr) p}ed!tli_igb‘ bore-indubitable’ testimony to-the reality-of-the angel’s touchl,  Notice

.

“he seizes hold-of Jacob. , Jacobuis on-the defensive and: pits his-strength against his foe until

. he discavers he is wrestling with Omnipotence, then,.and not till then, he bétakes himseli |§

to-supplication, Inthisthe patriarch's attitude towards God-is set forth. * His.prattical
self-reliance was-nuf*duly subotdinated to.that-absolute reliance which ought to be placed in
the Author-of our being and-salvation. Hence he had been betrayed-into intrusive, dubious,
and even sinister courses, hich in the retributive providence'of God had brought, and were
perplexities, The hazard ofhis present situation

a lesson of unreserved-reliance upon God.™ (Murphy). ‘‘He was going forward to mes
Esau under the impression that there was no other reason why he should not inherif the
land but only his wrath, and pretty cunfident that by -his superior talént, his mother-wit, he

" conld.make-a-tou) of this stupid, generous brother of lis. And-the danger was thatif Jacob': |l
device had succeeded, he would have been: confirmed: in these impressions, and have believed @

that he had wop. the-land from. Esau, with God’s.help certainly, bu still by his-awn indomit
gble pertinacity of purpose and'skill'in dealing with men. If Jaco is to get the land he

" musttakeit:esa gift, which he is not prepared:to do.” (Dods). ** All along, Jacob's lif

had been the struggle of a clever-and strong, a pertinaceous and enduring, a self-confiden

*and self-sufficient peisofi, who was-sure-of the result unly when hehelped himself—a confest

with God, who-wished:to break his strength and wisdom, in.order to "bestow upon-him rél
strength-in divine wealhess, and real wisdom in-divine foll 7 (Kuztz). A man—In He
121 4, §-he is called the ** angel,” in vs. 28 and 30 he is cafled ** God.” He was no doub

the ¥ Angelof the covenant,” afterwards God manifest in the. flesh—Christ Jesus. The

. breaking of the day—It was-a_protracted:struggle. Jacob's-tenacity of purpose~and-cn-
durance'v%ére.unconqucrable. 25? ‘While life.lasts, Jacob will not yiel .pujgspt when he

_thinks his own strength & going to-give him the victory, he is made tofeel how rdally help;

less he is in God'shands. The touch of omnipotence wins a moral as well as'a phisical

- ‘trigmph. - His willis.conquered. His own power.gone he clings to God’s power.. .« This

" is the turning point-of the strange drama, Henceforth Jacob feels himself strong, not i
himself, but ih the Lord and in the power of his might.” (Murphy). Touthed the
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