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THE PARADISE OF GOD.

The Paradise of God above,
The realm of bliss Divine ;

There happiness alone holds sway 
, Around God’s jewelled shrine.

The second Eden, spotless, pure,
Land of his blessed Son,

Who rising, raised the portals high,
And princely victory won.

Look up, my soul ! and through the mist 
Discern the glittering ray 

Of glory, shining brightly down 
From heaven’s full endless day.

Catch, O my heart ! the angel strain,
Ascend my soul on high,

Nearer and nearer to thy Lord,
Above the star-gemmed sky.

There shall my blindless eyes behold 
The beauty of my King,

Who, dying, paid my boundless debt 
And freedom full did bring.

infinite happiness to feel 
The heaven-born sunbeam’s ray, 

Incomprehensible the joy 
Of that blest, raptured day—

D*WjCr vîitJl the opening palace door,
And fading glimpse of earth,

Heralded by the King’s own choir—
A band of holy birth.

Life-dawn of happiness supreme,
I he sequel of the cross,

Hret step of Christ-giv’n bliss unmarred 
I he end of earthly loss.

Welcome the first fair flushed sunrise 
Of second Eden-life, 

eace, rest, and joyful happiness,
An end of sin and strife 1

Eleanor E. Archer.

ABIDE IN CHRIST, AS YOUR REDEMPTION.

1 Of God are ye in Christ Jesus, who was made unto us 
wisdom from God, both righteousness and sanctification, 
and redemption.’—i Cor. i. 30 (R. V. marg.).

Here we have the top of the ladder, reaching 
into heaven,—the blessed end to which Christ 
and life in Him is to lead. The word redemption, 
though sometimes applied to our deliverance from 
the guilt of sin, here refers to our complete and 
final deliverance from all its consequences, when 
the Redeemer’s work shall become fully manifest, 
even to the redemption of the body itself (comp. 
Rom. viii. 21-28 ; Eph. i. 14, iv. 80). The ex
pression points us to the highest glory to be 
hoped for in the future, and therefore also to the 
highest blessing to be enjoyed in the present in 
Christ. We have seen how, as a prophet, Christ is 
our wisdom, revealing to us God and His love, 
with the nature and conditions of the salvation 
that love has prepared. As a priest, He is our 
righteousness, restoring us to right relations to 
God, and securing us His favour and friendship. 
As a king, He is our sanctification, forming and 
guiding us into the obedience to the Father’s holy 
will. As these three offices work out God’s one 
purpose, the grand consummation will be reached, 
the complete deliverance from sin and all its 
effects be accomplished, and ransomed humanity 
regain all that it had ever lost.

Christ is made of God unto us Redemption. 
The word invites us to look upon Jesus, not only 
as He lived on earth, teaching us by word and 
example, as He died, to reconcile us with God, as 
He lives again a victorious King, rising to receive 
His crown, but as, sitting at the right hand of 
God, He takes again the glory which He had with 
the Father, before the world began, and holds it 
there for us. It consists in this, that there His 
human nature, yea, His human body, freed from 
all the consequences of sin to which He once had 
been exposed, is now admitted to share the Divine 
glory. As Son of man, He dwells on the throne 
and in the bosom of the Father : the deliverance 
from what He had to suffer from sin is complete 
and eternal. The complete redemption is found 
embodied in His own person : what He as man is 
and has in heaven is the complete redemption. 
He is made of God to us redemption.

We are in Him as such. And the more intelli
gently and believingly we abide in Him as our 
redemption, the more shall we experience, even 
here, of ‘ the powers of the world to come.’ As 
our communion with Him becomes more intimate 
and intense, and we let the Holy Spirit reveal Him 
to us in His heavingly glory, the more we realize 
how the life in us is the life of One who sits upon 
the throne of heaven. We feel the power of an 
endless life working in us. We taste the eternal 
life. We have the foretaste of the eternal glory.

The blessings flowing from abiding in Christ as 
our redemption, are great. The soul is delivered 
from all fear of death. There was a time when 
even the Saviour feared death. But now no long
er. He has triumphed over death ; even His body 
has entered into glory. The believer who abides 
in Christ as His full redemption, realizes even 
now his spiritual victory over death. It becomes 
tp him the servant that removes the last rags of 
the old carnal vesture, ere he be clothed upon 
with the new body of glory. It carries the body 
to the grave, to lie there as the seed whence the

new body will arise, the worthy companion of the 
glorified spirit. The resurrection of the body is 
no longer a barren doctrine, but a living expecta
tion, and even an incipient experience, because 
the Spirit of Him that raised Jesus from the dead 
dwells in the body as the pledge that even our 
mortal bodies shall be quickened (Rom. viii. 11-28). 
This faith exercises its sanctifying influence in 
the willing surrender of the sinful members of the 
body to be mortified and completely subjected to 
the dominion of the Spirit, as preparation for the 
time when the frail body shall be changed and 
fashioned like to His glorious body. "

This full redemption of Christ, as extending to 
the body, has a depth of meaning not easily ex
pressed. It was of man as a whole, soul and body, 
that it is said that he was made in the image and 
likeness of God. In the angels, God had created 
spirits without material bodies ; in the creation of 
the world, there was matter without spirit. Man 
was to be the highest specimen of Divine art : the 
combination in one being, of matter and spirit in 
perfect harmony, as type of the most perfect union 
between God and His own creation. Sin entered 
in, and appeared to thwart the Divine plan : the 
material obtained a fearful supremacy over the 
spiritual. The Word was made Jiesh, the Divine 
fulness received an embodiment in the humanity of 
Christ, that the redemption might be a complete 
and perfect one ; that the whole creation, which 
now groaneth and travaileth in pain together, might 
be delivered from the bondage of corruption into 
the liberty of the glory of the children of God. 
God’s purpose will not be accomplished, and 
Christ’s glory will not be manifested fully, until 
the body, with that whole of nature of which it is 
part and head, has been transfigured by the 
power of the spiritual life, and made the transpar
ent vesture for showing forth the glory of the 
Infinite Spirit. TÈbn only shall we understand :
• Christ Jesus is made unto us (complete) redemp
tion.’

Meantime we are taught to believe : Of God are 
ye in Christ, as your redemption. This is not 
meant as a revelation, to be left to the future ; for 
the full development of the Christian life, our pre
sent abiding in Christ must seek to enter into and 
appropriate it. We do this as we learn to look 
upon Christ as the Lord of our body, claiming its 
entire consecration, securing even here, if faith 
will claim it (Mark xvi. 17, 19), victory over the 
terrible dominion sin hath had in the body. We 
do this as we learn to look on all nature as part 
of the-kingdom of Christ, destined, even though it 
be through a baptism of fire, to partake in His 
redemption. We do it as we allow the powers of 
the coming world to possess us,and to lift us up 
into a life in the heavenly places, to enlarge our 
hearts and our views, to anticipate, even here, the 
things which have never entered into the heart of 
man to conceive.

Believer, abide in Christ as thy redemption. 
Let this be a crown of thy Christian life, Seek it 
not first or only, apart from the knowledge of 
Christ in His other relations. But seek it truly 
as that to which they are meant to lead thee up. 
Abide in Christ as thy redemption. Nothing will 
fit thee for this but faithfulness in the previous 
steps of the Christian life. Abide in Him as thy 
wisdom, the perfect revelation of all that God is 
and has for thee. Follow, in the daily ordering 
of the inner and the outer life, with meek docility 
His teaching, and thou shalt be counted worthy


