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BY G. H. PERRIS.

-
fz?m (Special Cable to Daily Telegraph and Montreal Gazette.)

Boissons, Tuesday, 4 p. m.—For the last three hours I have been® 
“** watching from the hills to the south of this town, that part of the un­

ending and terrific struggle which may be isolated in history as the 
battle of Boissons. It has lasted for four days and only now can it 
eb said that victory is turning to the side of the allies.

The town itself cannot be entered, for it is still being raked both 
by artillery and rifle fire, and great columns of smoke mark several 
points at which houses are burning. The centre of fighting lies where 

* j the British and French pontoons corps are trying to keep the bridges 
they have succeeded in throwing across the river, for of course the 

TORY old bridges in the town and np and down stream were destroyed by 
the French on their retreat southward a fortnight ago.

This Golgotha, for it deserves the name, is out of sight below 
the end of the plateau on which I am standing but the men who have 
come straight from the front, of the line tell me the combat there has 
been a positive slaughter.

They say that the unremitting and desperate firing of these four 
days and nights put anything in the South African war, or anything 
else in modern warfare they have heard of, altogether into the shade. 
The river crossings are the great objective on one side to take and 
keep and on the other to destroy. I fear several regiments some de­
tachments of which were the first to get to the north banks of the 
Aisne, suffered severely.

Several crossings were effected Sunday, but the big German 
guns got the range and yesterday it-became necessary to withdraw. 
Last night, however, the allies were able to bring np some heavy 
non and these were set to work.

At an early hotir this morning when the prospect began to change 
several German batteries were seen moved backward hut one or two 
others hidden in the woods, that cover nearly all these hills, could 
not be exactly located until an incident of this morning’s duel re­
vealed them. The British had managed again to get a battery across 
the river and into position. Apparently the German artillery could 
not reach it from their hiding place and they therefore moved to a 
better position.
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GETTING BACK MORE THAN THEIR OWN.

Under heavy fire the British had to retire, leaving six guns be­
hind, but their assailants were now discovered. Under the protection 
of a heavy bombardment, new British batteries were got over, and 
were planted at the bridge head. Very soon the six guns had been 
recovered and two German batteries captured.

On the western side the French succeeded in getting three bat­
teries and a regiment of infantry over the water.

About 1,500 ' prisoners already have been taken today. I can 
clearly trace the abandonment during the last three hours df a nnm-

and further away over the northern hills and the dull boom and sharp* 
bang grow slowly fainter. But even the aviators flying like great 
hawks overhead in British biplanes and French monoplanes, cannot 
see more than part, and that uncertainly, of the modem battlefield.

From Vic Sur Aisne on the west to Rheims on the east is nearly 
fifty miles, and that is not the full extent of the line-that is now being 
contested, but the lie of the land which makes Soissons so important! 
a place also circumscribes any individual view. But now that I have 
seen the landscape, the whole affair is much more comprehensible.

The hillside closing on the north, the Soissons gap into which 
several southern valleys lead, was evidently a post to sieze and hold 
if possible. It is said with great probability that on their southern 
march the Germans started entrenching a foothill here, and that the 
big siege guns destined for Paris, got thus far and no farther. That 
is supposed to be the reason of -the inferiority to the allies in heavy

__________ artillery unti today. Many British wounded are being sent today to
' that she herself at this point had good Paris. Several whom I have seen have their, hands and faces stained

hopes of a peaceful issue is shown by a horrid yellow. I first thought it a peculiar form of jaundice,
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FRENCH ARMIES

Yesterday they were said to be in Willerbroeck, which has been 
occupied by the Belgians hitherto. As I wrote yesterday from Ant­
werp, there are two contingencies which may occur, the retaking of 
Brussels or the attempted capture of Antwerp. Events point to the 
latter, but this fact should be borne in mind. The fact was told m 
Brussels by a high military atuhority that General Brailmont built 
the Antwerp forts so well that it would take 500,000 men to make a 
successful attack. I cannot see how the Germans can take Antwerp 
with the 100,000 odd men they have at their command in Belgium.

I met today several Belgians who fled from Brussels. They de­
clare that the German attitude is daily becoming more hostile and 
they all expressed fear that on the first reverse the Germans will in 
mortification fire the guns they have trained on the town. He added 
that on the north, south, east and west deadly artillery is trained rm 
the houses and public buildings.

“Brussels could be made another Louvain in an hour,” a lawyer 
said today.
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Tower Hill, C 
t. 12, 1914.SECOND REVIEW government of the United States towards 

the allies. .s . \.
- One of the unfortunate features of the 

parade was the accident to Lieut.-Col. 
E. G. Shannon, of Prince Albert (Sask.), 
who was thrown from his horse. He 
sustained a fractured arm and was taken 
to No .2 clearing hospital and from there 
was removed to the miltary hospital in

Valcartier Camp, Sept 14—The Duke Quebec in *•“ a*d Cross 
of Connaught for the second time, re- Excitement was given the camp early 
viewed the troops at Valcartier this af- In the evening by a fire which destroyed 
temoon. Twenty thousand men passed the moving picture show, which was 

-marchine with the started o nthe grounds. The proprietor, 
Stt8 _ it is stated, had been overcharging the
r ot tbe”’Maid men, and had not changed his pro-

sramme since he opened.have had enough of this work, he added. Manoeuvring was begun yesterday by 
nn1v'y rèüL 5°lng acro®8. t0 „march the First Brigade, but the review rather 
tlnw »mU8ta T>W ?ut Ln,^ their Up9et the programme. From now on.
time ehootmft and learning field move- however .there will be three brigades at 

nq active service which they the butts each day, and one brigade will 
manoeuvre.
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Paris, Sept. 16—No full casualty lists 

...... of the French forces have been pub-
nee Into Bosnia. The fished but the losses while very heavy, 
eyood Semlln, so that, are stfil inferior to the German losses, 
offered them. The most costly battle was the first en-
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and wounded. The Turcos, zouaves and 
territorials charged recklessly pnder a 
heavy fire and suffered accordingly. Of 
a zouave regiment three thousand strong' 
only one thousand survived the charge.
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