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If the unsaved are the disobedient children of God, 
how fpr can they go on in ein, before they get over into 
that other clase—children of the devil ? If regeneration 
is the line between obedient and disobedient children, 
there must be a line between the disobedient and the 
devil? Givens a little more light, for light Is what we 
want.

Our Lord said that " he that Is not for me Is against 
Tme." " He that belleveth on hlm U not judged but he 

that believeth not la judged already."
There are only two classes the saved and lost. " He 

that hath the son hath life and he that hath not the son 
hath not life."

We are the servants of the mastér we serve, the chil- 
If saved we are the children 

ess possibilities of eternal life

The Fatherhood of God.The Fatherhood of God.
I have read with great interest all that has been said 

upon this subject of late, and I feel like adding a few 
words.

If I have apprehended the real point of difference 
between the different brethren, it is this : What 
relation do the unconverted have to God ? One 
pert claims God aa their Father, and the other 
that the Devil is. " The Universal Fatherhood 
of God," claims all the race as God's children, but 
divides them into two classes, obedient and disobedient 

^children. "''heir claim is based upon the fact that God 
created all men and by virtue of that fact is their Father.
They especially emphasize the fact that man was created in the eternity of Gcd 
in the image of God. The Prodigal Son is used to 
illustrate the position of the disobedient in his relation 
to his Father. I do not know just how much of God's 
image was erased at the fall of Adam and Eve, but the 
moral stamp or image was’ blotted out, and man became 
immoral and thus incapable of doing right.

That there is difference between the "hog and" the 
dog" and man, there is no doubt. But because God 
made man in his own image does not constitute him are not enough to save our youth from the danger snr- 
father any more than if he made man in the image of rounding them. They need to have impressed upon them 
something else. It is his creative power that gives him the fact that they must have a greeter personal interest in 
the position of father, and therefore he is in a sense the themselves. If they do not desire to be delivered from 
father of all created things. It was in this sense the temptations, no one can do anything for them. They 
apostle used it in his sermon to the Athenians. He x have it in their power to refuse to be charmed by the 
simply undertook to show that God was a living per- syren of vice, in any^of its forms. Their only safety is їж
sonality and not wood or stone, silver or gold, that Hfe positive refusal to be enticed. The charge laid on then^ 
was the creator of man, not man the creator of God. I* * verV plain one, " My son, if sinners entice thee, con-
That he made of one blood all nations or-peoples, sent thou not." Sinners may entice, but they cannot do

"In him we live and move, and have our being."
This could be said of any other living creature, for all ed, but the sin is in the yielding to the temper. If we

hold our ground and refuse to yield, all the temptations 
in the world cannot injure us. It is hard to row against 
a stream, bnt safety lies in that direction. So difficult is

Dear Bro. Editor Will you allow me a few words 
in review of what has recently been written upon this 
subject :

In my early days I embraced * the doctrine of unlver- 
ealism. After a few years I was led to see that this 
theory was neither Scriptural or "reasonable. This was 
the “ latent fallacy " I feared was couched in the " Edi
torial of the Mbsssngbr and Visitor of October 9. 
Subsequent discussion has proved that I in this wts not 
far astray. All the arguments that have been used and 
the Scripture quotations called to the support of that 
editorial, are just what were,used fifty years ago to sup
port the doctrine of tmlveraallsm.

The Universal Fatherhood of God—The Universal 
Childhood of our race—The Universal Salvation—-seem 
to be the logical order and sequence of the argument, 
" For if children then heirs,"

I am sure it was far beyond the expectation of Baptists 
that this doctrine should be advocated in the MKS- 
sbnokr and Visitor. This was my reason for writing 
on the subject. All will be. glad to see that Bro. F. 
and others who agree with him are by the use of certain 
phrases—not easily understood attempting to avoid the
support of Universalisai.

In the " far afield ' discussion indn'ged in, it is quite 
noticeable that but little use is made of the Scriptures, in 
support of this foundation (?) doctrine of the Fatherhood 
of God. In the New Testament Scriptures God is said to 
be Father in no less than thirty five psssages, and yet 
my dear Bro. F. only calls one of these, Heb. 12 :9, to 
his aid ; and then by this he places the Devil in the 
family of God, with all the " inescapable obligations ’* of 
the Divine parentage as a pledge for his salvation.

And it may be futher mentioned in this connection that 
the parable of the Prodigal Son or the parable of the 
Rich Man and Lazarus is not Included in the above 
Scriptures '; as the Fatherhood of God is. not taught by 
them.

Now in view of this entire absence of Scriptural sup
port our good brethren must not be surprised if others 
are slow to believe in the universal Fatherhood of God, 
aa they teach it.

Is it not just possible that in teaching this doctrine a 
few felliciee have misled ?

A

dren of the parent we obey, 
of God with all the boundle

*If not, we are dominated by evil Influences under the 
control of satanic hate and are according to the plain 
teaching of God's word children of darkness.

F D. Davidson, a
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Safety in Temptation.
The prsyers and anxietiea of friends and well wishers

f

more with free moral agents. It is nota sin to be tempt-

are dependent upon him
The parable of the prodigal is not a revelation of an 

unconverted soul coming to the Saviour.
(1). Because he ÿ»d been with the (ether before thi» It, that in-the whole life the call I. Imperative for wateh- 
(1). .Because he makes his resolution to return, el- fulness end prayer, to Strengthen good resolutions. The

only help for ycmng men Is to take -their stand In nobletogether upon the basis of previous knowledge of what 
his father coni 1 glee him ; and all this without niter- decision and let tempters know their principles and pur-

poses Dallying with temptation prepares the*'way for a 
apeedy downfall. One who is willing to be tempted will 
not wait long for an opportunity. Some one will аоов 
find him out and lead nim according to his inclination. 

Then if the prodigal is a converted sinner, the elder Wherever young men congregate, it is noticed that if 
brother mnat represent the chnrch. Who стїг beard of there are many to tempt there are also many 
„ . ,r . „іНі-я ІЯ__ K-rsen.e i t _ it manly to be tempted. There is often a lack of inde-a chnrch getting angry because souls were being con- pendence of character, and inability to say, » no." Our
converted. The prodigal simply represents the Gentile yoalh need to be urged to manly bearing and moral
nations coming back, after centuries of wandering ; courage Often they are spoken of as innocent dupes
under the preaching of the goapel of Chriit. "ho are led off by the dealgnirg. Let them rather be

TV 1_____________ . r „ . appealed to as men who must assert their manhood.The elder brother represent, the Jew User .luce .rsbo. thyaelf a man" t. a good teat f* young men. 
Peter preached that first sermon to the Gentilei they They muet stand on their own feet and pnt forth their
have sulked. What called forth this parable was the sc- own strength if any good comes to t^m. There is no
cueation brought agaln.t Jeans that be asaoci.te. with *"el«r <”"*rdl“ than to .in ag.ln.tXght and knowl- 
pub,leans and .inner.,

Now there must be more than two cleeaea, for onr „ho will lead to ruin The call le growing louder for
Lord declares that certain men were children of the manly conduct, standing one's ground, resisting the ap-
Devil, and Paul In Roman. 9 : 8 aaya, " They which are Pro*ch lo "U', »°d "ith aeltled determination saying... . ... , .. a . ... .... , " How can I do this great wickedness and sin againstthe children of the flesh, these are not the children of " * 6
God." Gal. 3 : 26^"For ye are all the children of God ... . ..... . . . ... . , . ..v ...... , v . ,, 4* But it will show little knowledge of the weakness of bisthrough faith in Jesus Christ. own heart if eDy one trles to stand and resist evil in his

If we аг#ОД$Ье children of God any way.it is strange the own strength Msny a young man has felt that it was
Apostle seemed to be so ignorant of the fact. Because he easy to do right, when his mother or sister was near,
again declare. 5.1. 4 : 4. 5- “Bnt when the (nine., of the “‘"Г » OBe h« found strength in some college friend, . _ , . , .. . . . , „ or business associate, whose example was always pobletime came, God «nt forth hf. ™ born of a woman,born ,nd h(lpfnl Bol цмЛ more ,hc m,r,
under the law,that he might redeem them which were un- of the pure and good. We must have s divine H«#lper.

In our weakness we seek the friend of sinners and,4nake 
a close alliance with him bv faith. Through/Christ 
strengthening usf'wecan do all things, 
ns courageous for the right and fixed m < 
the wrottg. He can do more than hold us 
evil ; he can fill us with his presence and charm us with 
new views of better things until we lose the desire to 
wander from God. There is such a thing ss setting the 
affections on things above, till the temptations of life 

ing side.by side in the great world field, are children of make little impression any more With the life of Christ
the kingdom and of the evil one, and that they shall re- filling the sonl. the love of sin is destroyed. He is the

only safe man in this world who lives so near to Christ 
that the joy of the Lord is his strength in every evil 
hour.—Preeby terian.

ior alii or help.
(3) Because God always moves first in the salvation 

of a soul.
X

who think
1. For the Godhead, the function of Fatherhood, which

is common to the human and the demon as well as the 
Divine, is placed at the foundation of tÿds theory. This 
the Book forbids, I Cor. 3 : ti. " For other foundation 
can no man lay, etc., Kph. 2 : 20. Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief cornet stone, Col. 2:9. " For in him
dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.'*

2. Then is not confusion introduced by using the words 
Fatherhood, Creatorship and Sovereign as synonyms ? .

It appears to be overlooked that he who was made 
flesh and dwelt among us " was the only begotten of the 
Father," John 1 :14, and that onr sonship is through 
hlm, I Cor. 8 :6. Then John 3 : 16 which is made to do 
such valiant service in support of the Universato&ther- 
hood of God, most certainly forbids such a Jsgjjpught. 
For in bis great love for the world " he gavex№ only 
begotten Son." See John 1 :18, £ : 18 ; 1 John 4 : 9.

Again the fact of sin, and death by sin is overlooked 
by the advocates the universal fatherhood of God 
ia death but the complete breaking up of relationships ? 
"The day thou eetest thereof thou shall surely die." 
" Aa in Adam all

rhat
der the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons." 
He argues that if "we are eons then heirs of God." If 
God is the father of all men then all men are his sons, 
"and if sons heirs.’’

It matters not whether we are obedient or not, we are 
sons all the same, and never can be anything else. Bnt 
our Lord in the parable of the tares, declares that grow-

He can make 
opposition to
• beck from

died, so in Christ shall sll be made 
alive." As the original relation was destroyed by sin and 
spiritual de*th, so is it to be restored by the "new birth" 
to spiritual and eternal life.

Then the Sermon on the Mount is made to do service 
here. We are asked by these good brethren to " see how 
Christ talks to that mixed multitude" the italics mine. 
A more careful reading of the text rules ont the " mixed 
multitude." “ And when he was set his disciples came 
nnto him," and he preached the sermon to them. I may 
be pardoned if I suggest a more careful study of the 
Book.

main there Until the end of the world.
So brethren you will have to get a little more light 

and widen out your division of the human family to em
brace this clase that two teachers, Christ end Paul de
clared existed in the world end will continue to exist..

tf we are all children then Jesus Christ must have been 
wrong when he taught the new birth. How can a man 
be the child of his father and not be able to see his
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The Lovers.
Cherub face with eyes of bine, . 
Looking up from heart so true.
Head thrown back and curls of gold 
Mother’s heart.in thrawldom hold. 
Sweet lips parted with a ami le 
All her anxious thoughts beguile, 

pled bands of pearly 1 
11 with tender touch h 

Dear Mamma ! you are so sweet ! 
Reaching arms her neck embrace—
1 lo,ve you. Mamma, I do !
I would have you for my wife :
Had Papa not married you.

I am not at all anxi one for the Baptist creed or the 
Baptist faith ; but I am anxious as to the faith and prac
tice of Baptists. Times change and old creeds die, but 
the faith of God’s elect survives. *• Let there be light " 
—but let not the mists of a fad obscure the " word."

-From the several communications at hand from some 
of our ablest pastors I am aaenred that this discussion— 
though marred somewhat by human infirmities—will be 
of some service to the cause of truth.

" The Canadian Baptist, one of our ablest journals, has 
this to say on this subject, " The Examiner is moved by 
the revelations of the papers and discussions on the Idea 
of Penalty In the Baptist Congress recently held, to come 
out in a vigorous editorial in protest against thq drift 
apparent toward Universellem. The drift is the direct 
outcome of accepting the doctrine of the ' Universal 
Fatherhood of God.' The Examiner well says. It would 
be an awful thing if the dry rot of Uçiveraallem should 
gain • foothold in onr churches." J.

Ohio, Yarmouth, N. 8., Dec. 17,

father’s home or to enter into it. Sonship gives privi
leges, yes rights. Nicodemua was not a bad man but a 
good man, and still Jeans tells him that he cannot see 
the Kingdom without a new birth. Paul declares that 
all men are in a lost state, and not on account of their 
evil deeds or disobedience, bnt because of inherited sin 
and depravity. That all men who ane saved are saved 
by grace, not works or obedience, but faith. If 
God's children by virtue of onr creation, 
seems

Dim
Thri

then it
awfully strange that God had to make 

over, again before he would have
to do with ua. That not

all Time has cliipped his
and tinged her brown with white.

He sends her roses sweet in 
winter time.

Making the cheerless days 
with music bright,

As birds of sou g the far-off 
sunny clime.

MM. ШСЖ S*AW CgmfAJf.

anything
out of countless millions will ever see his face in peace 
without having their sine washed away in the blood of 
the Lamb.

All the hosts that John saw, who came up out of tribu
lation, “ had their garments washed and made white in 
the blood of the Lamb." " There is no other name un
der beaten given among men whereby we muet be eaved, 
than the name of Jeans/’

H. Saunders.

Feb. algo,/


