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THE GREAT OIL EIELDS, operated which do not average a third 
of a barrel of oil a day.

A New Process.
It was, however, plain that the pro

duction was gradually falling off, and 
the* oil men lived in daily dread that 
the bottom would. fall out again. A 
fresh impetus, however, was given to 
the business by the discovery that the 
detonation of a powerful explosive in 
the oil rock at the bottom of the well 
would greatly increase the production. 
After considerable experimenting it 
was found that nitro-glycerine, the 
most terrible explosive known, gave the 
best results. With the feverish energy 
characteristic of oil men everybody 
wanted their wells “shot” at once. Fac
tories for the manufacture of the 
frightfully dangerous fluid were estab
lished, and the first “glycerine men” 
speedily grew wealthy as the stuff was 
very cheaply made, and sold for $20 a 
quart at a time.

The system was very simple, consist
ing' merely in the filling of the well 
with water, to hold the force of the con
cussion; then the nitro-glycerine was 
lowered to the bottom in long tin 
cylinders, and exploded by dropping a 
fuse. A moment later a shock would 
be felt through ell the 475 feet of rdck 
and clay, and'in a few seconds a foun
tain of water, oil and shattered rock 
would be hurled a hundred or more feet 
into the air. The result was to so shat
ter the oil rock and open the crevices 
that not only were the wells made 
doubly valuable, but “dry holes” were 
frequently made producers.

Revived Oil Springs.

street, a distance of 600 feet, at an 
estimated cost of $125.

It was also decided to lay a four-inch 
pipe from Linden street to the corner 
of Cook and Scoresby streets, to lay 
a four-inch pipe from Oak Bay avenue 
to the Foul Bay road via Gonzales 
avenue, cost $350, and to extend the sys
tem on Hilda street at a cost of $50.

to another he went to get his drill 
dressed, but they were too busy with 
cash trade to bother with him. At last 
one took pity on him, and fixed his 
drill. Shortly afterwards Mr. Fairbank 
struck a well which flowed five hundred 
barrels a day, worth anywhere from 
$5 to $10 a barrel. That was the be-

ducer another $200 will case it and 
instal a pump.

Once produced the oil is collected by 
means of tank wagons, and under
ground lead pipes to tanks, whence it 
is delivered to collecting agencies, who 
give “warehouse receipts” for it, and 
look after the subsequent delivery to 
the refineries. These warehouse re
ceipts are the articles that the producer 
has to show for his goods, and which 
he shows as so much oil.
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How From Small Beginnings the Industry Has 
Grown to Its Present Size—The Early 

Oil-Strikes.

It is estimated that since the open
ing of the fields more than $30,000,000 
has been invested in the producing 
trade, while many millions have been 
spent in refining and other lines of en
terprise, and in fact one peculiarity of 
the trade is that no sooner does a man 
make a few hundreds or thousands out 
of his holes than he proceeds to sink 
almost as much money as has been put 
into the ground in the oil business as 
has been taken out of it. At present 
Canadian petroleum is worth about $2 
a barrel; it yields 42 per cent, of illu
minating oil, 5 per cent, benzine and 
gasoline, xvhile the tarry residue is con
verted into para fine, vaseline, axle 
grease, and dozens of varieties of lubri
cating and railway oils.

For years the Canadian petroleum in
dustry was heavily protected by the 
tariff. The Liberal government, how
ever, gradually reduced this, until 
few years ago It took the duty off alto
gether and in its stead gave the oil 
men a bounty of fifty cents for every 
barrel produced. This has worked sat
isfactorily, save for the fact that un
der the old abolition of the duty the 
Standard Oil Company has bought out 
the largest refineries, and to-day is by 
far the greatest power in refining ctr-

Head of Salvation Army, Leaves Lon
don on His Long Tour.THE CITY COUNCIL

I4 London, Feb. 23.—Wrinkled with age, 
but with enthusiasm undiminished, 
Gen. Booth, of the Salvation Army, left 
London this morning to board the At
lantic liner Minneapolis, bound for 
pew York, whence the general will 
proceed to Canada and the Far East. 
He will spend two weeks in New York 
before proceeding to Canada. He will 
sail for Japan on April 1st. While in 
Ottawa, General Booth will be the guest 
of the Governor-General, Earl Grey, 

AfÇer travelling through Japan, the 
general will go to Pekin, and expects 
to be back in London by July. He will 
celebrate his 78th birthday on April 
10th in the middle of the Pacific, while 
on his way to Japan, and hopes to 
■be received in audience by the Japan
ese Emperor.
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Amongst Canada's most interesting edge of a bonanza and worked with 

and least known sources of her. wealth j feverish .energy to get their wells down 
- her petroleum oil industry, which, al- j —and watch the oil waste itself on the 

Though of small proportions as com- ‘ ground and down the creek.
; Aired with the immense developments Putting a well down then was a mat- 
,1; the United States and Russia, has ter o‘f tremendous labor, and took sev-

welt is

/

IThe special meeting of the city coun
cil to deal with the question of the 
extension of water mains took place 
last evening and proved of long dura
tion. The streets, bridges and sewers 
committee, in accordance with the 

a resolution adopted at their last session, 
endeavored to have clause 57 of the 
rules governing the sessions of the 
council suspended in order that the 
action of the last year’s council in 
accepting the plans for the subdivision 
of the Fairview estate should be re
considered. The discussion lasted an 
hour.

His Worship in placing the matter 
before the council called attention to 
the injustice it would be to the resi
dents of the city to allow George street 
to remain closed. It would lessen the 
value of property on Moss street and 
would prevent people from getting to 
the park. As for the idea which was 
advanced of expropriating in the fu
ture, that would be more difficult than 
to deal with the question now.

A. Robertson was heard on behalf of 
his clients, Pope of Quebec and Lowes 
of Calgary. He had been unablè to 
communicate with them. Both were 
very busy men, and were travelling a 
good deal. They had twice surveyed 
The subdivision and had endeavored to 
meet the council in every particular. In 
justice to his clients they should not 
be asked to spend another $500 for a 
new survey.

The aldermen, with the exception of 
two (Gleason and Fullerton), supported 
this view of the case. With the excep
tion of Aid. Vincent they opposed it on 
the ground that it had not been brought 
up soon enough. Had steps been taken 
at the first meeting of the new council 
to reconsider the question another ver- 

| diet would have been the result.
Aid. Fell, in supporting the scheme, 

said he did not wish to endorse last 
year’s council, but there was consider
able complaint among buyers of un
fair treatment by local men. He did 
not wish to give color to any such 
statements. To compel Messrs. Pope 
and Lowes at this late date to resurvey 

0 their subdivision would give just cause 
of complaint in a matter where- too 
much ground for Such complaints al
ready existed.

In touching upon this question, Aid. 
Hanna showed himself in touch with 
the most advanced civic sentiment re
specting the location of telegraph poles, 
etc. His idea was that they should be 
located in the alleys instead of disfigur
ing the public streets. This is done in 
all ne\% towns, and a great many people 
of large experience are laying their 
sewer mains, etc., in the alleys, there
by avoiding the necessity of tearing up 
the main streets, whenever an accident 
happens to the mains.

After some further slight discussion 
the question of reopening was put and 
lost.

The aldermen now blithely settled 
down to the consideration of 
the special business which brought 
them together, viz., the discussion of 
the extension of the water mains. A 
great many of the aldermanic board 
stood aghast at the comprehensive 
scheme which had been prepared for 
their consideration. The total cost of 
this is over $200,000, when they found 
that the system provided, however, for 
all parts of the city, new subdivisions, 
etc., and that it was not intended to 
be completed for many moons they 
breathed easier.

Mr. Raymur explained that willy 
nilly a frontage tax must be levied in 

( addition to the regular water rate. The 
city solicitor had so stated. Onq of the 
alderman stated that “solicitors some
times gave strange opinions.” The 
majority, however, were well pleased 
that two rates could be levied instead 
of one.

“It will give us a nice little revenue,” 
said one.
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still had a marked effect upon the eco- eial months, where to-day a 
nomic development of this country. The | sunk 475 feet with little trouble in a 
Canadian oil business is really the first week or less. After the surface earth 
of its kind to be worked on a system- , had been bored through to a depth of 
atlc commercial basis. There was a nearly a hundred feet, there were 3<0 
previous mineral oil business in Scot- ; to be drilled before the oil bearing rock 
land, but this oil was not got from to be drilled before the old bearing rock 
wells, but by mining an oily shale and was reached. This is a strata of 
distilling it. Long before Col. Porter ! spongy brown rock from five to ten 
struck the first well in Pennsylvania. 1 feet thick, heavy with petroleum. To 
■ rospectors and oil men—mainly Am- ! drill these wells in the old days a heavy
rieans—were developing the Canadian drill and sinker were used in the well ginning of his fortune. He steadily 

In fact so great was the yield i from a long jumping pole, balanced grew in wealth, became the leading 
of oil at first that the United States I over the well on a fulcrum, which gave oil man of his day, an immense owner 
placed a very heavy duty upon Cana- i a strong leverage. The driller walked of real estate, a private banker and 
dian coal oil, which has since remained, to the end, which pulled the drill up, a member of parliament, and to-day Is 
although it is many years since there , and jumped off. letting it go down with rated at millions. The blacksmith who 
was any possibility of Canadian oil J a bang, and this slow process was re- had aided him remained at his forge 
competing with the American product, peated until after months of effort the 
and, in fact, a large proportion of the I well was finished. It was an infinitely

:

REFRESHING AN OLD WELL WITH 
A SHOT OF NITRO-GLYCERINE. CHIEF OF POLICE

RENDERS REPORT
ï

Another unlocked for result the 
use of nitro-glycerine was the reviving i ^es- tbus *° a *arSe extent being able 
of the Oil Springs field which resulted i to dictate the price of oil. In justice 
in making another crop of rich men. I to them, however, it must be said that

’ since they “invaded” Canada the pro
ducers have got better prices for their 
sil than ever before.

Efficiency of Police force Shown in 
Annual Statement-A Balance 

on Hand.
until overtaken by old age—and then 
came Mr. Fairbank’s turn. The black
smith was remembered with a pension, 
which kept him the rest of his life in 
comfort. The early days of thq oil 
fields were full of such stories as this.

In the rush to get away from Oil 
Springs, oil farms were abandoned or 
sold for next to nothing. Those who 
secured them were now exceedingly 
fortunate. The wells were shot, and 
once more became big producers, and 
the field took its place as a steady 
source of supply.

Probably this nitro-glycerine trade is 
the most dangerous in the whole world, 
and big wages have always had to be 
paid the “shooters.” who also made 
the stuff. Considering the carelessness 
of the men and tfie enormous quantities 
of the explosive used, very few acci
dents happened. It is generally under
stood, however, that with glycerine a 
man only makes one mistake. After 
that there is seldom enough ffiund of 
him to make material for a funeral. 
From time to time the factories blew 
up, generally with loss of life, and no
thing was left to mark the place but 
a huge hole, and a few scattered re
mains of men and boards in the dis
tance.

A fresh impetus was given to the oil 
trade by the invention of a process of 
extracting parafine wax and lubricating
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ENFORCEMENT Of 
LORD’S DAY ACT

■
From the standpoint of the city police 

last year was very quietv The records 
show only about $5,982 worth of pro
perty lost or stolen, and of this the 
greater part was recovered. Reported 
lost or stolen, $5,982; Stolen, $3,784; lost, 
$2,198; recovered, $3,470.

This shows a marked decrease over 
last year, when the returns were: Re
ported lost or stolen, $16,601; stolen* 
$8,953; lost, $7,648; recovered, $11,416.

The amount of fines imposed increas
ed over last year by $268.20, as is shown 
by the detailed report: Fines collected 
for 1906, $4,381.50; fines collected for 
1905,, $4,113.30. •

The report shows a balance of $2,-* 
352.85 to the credit of the police depart-* 
ment, and this notwithstanding greater 
efficiency. The detailed expenditure is 
as follows :

But the wasteful extravagance of the 
early prospectors, who apparently drill
ed wells for the mere pleasure of seeing 
the oil float away, produced its inevit
able result. The supply began to fail, 
and big discoveries were made at the 
older Petrolea fields. In 1866 the Fe
nian raids created gr^at alarm, and 
many left the country. Not long after 
the" underground reservoir was emptied 
so rapidly that a well bought for thous
ands of dollars one ddy was dry almost 
the next day, and the population de
serted the place. Many went to the 
Petrolea fields, while the majority left 
the country for good, and within a few 
weeks the growing city of thousands 
was absolutely deserted, there being 
little left but an oily mess, a number of 
emptyJbouses, and the first two stories 
of a big hotel, which was never finish
ed. Many of the houses also were pull
ed bodily to Petrolea. For the time be-

NO DECISION GIVEN
BY ATTORNEY GENERAL

Provincial Government Will Consider 

the Question of Approving 

of Prosecutions.

Appro- Ex
piration. pended. 

..$24,628 35 $24,628 35

.. 1.700 00 1,474 OO

.. 3,000 00 1,560 80/
556 65 
192 85 
212 00 
795 OO 

45 00 
52 50 

1.068 85

til j
Salaries ......................
Equipment ...............
Keep of prisoners ,
Fuel and light ___
Patrol wagon .........
Interpreter’s fees .
Sundries ...................
Secret service .......
Special constables .... „ 
Inquests .............................

s* (Froih Saturday’s Daily.)
As the date for the coming into effect 

of the Lord's Day Act, recently passed 
by the Dominion parliament, approaches, 
there is a good deal of speculation 'as 
what its effect will be in British Colum
bia. There is speculation as to whether 
the provincial authorities will lend, their 
sanction to the act by approving of the 
prosecutions under it.

- £ton. F. J. Fulton, the attorney-general, 
was approached by officials of the Lord's 
Day Alliance a few days ago and asked to 
lend his support to the enforcing of the 
act by approving of prosecutions under 
it. Hon. Mr. Fulton gave no definite an
swer to Rev. Dr. Rochester, Western sec
retary of the Alliance, postponing his 
answer until he had conferred with the 
other members of the government.

When asked this morning what 
government was going to do In the mat
ter, the Attorney-General said he could 
not say what was to be done.

He did not care to express an opinion 
respecting it without first consulting the 
other members of the government. As he 
understood the act, the Attorney-General 
of each province was required to give his 
approval to the prosecutions under the 
act before the act became effective. He 
did. not suppose that the Attorney-Gen
eral would be expected to look into every 
individual prosecution under the act.

It would appear from this that Hon. 
Mr. Fulton would incline to think that 
the provincial government's action should 
really be one approving in a general way 
of prosecutions under the act or refusing 
to approve of any. In short, it would ap
pear as if the provincial government re
gards its position as one in which it is 
called upon to decide whether the act 
shall come into effect in the province.

Under these circumstances, there can 
be no question that considerable pressure 
will be brought to bear on the local gov
ernment by both sides on the question—on 
the pact” of the Lord’s Day Alliance to 
have the law enforced, and by other in
terests which believe the act Is ahead of 
public opinion in the province to have it 
remain a dead letter.
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oil burned in Canada has been import
ed from the States:

Although “shows” of oil have been 
discovered at many places in Canada, 
from the Gaspe peninsula on the Atlan
tic. and the Rocky mountains, the only 
really important petroleum ’ fields yet 
worked in Canada are those of Lamb- 
ton county, in the southwest corner of 
the Ontario peninsula. Even there, de
spite the utmost activity of the oil men, 
they have been unable to keep up with 
the growing demand for coal oil, and 
the other petroleum products, and for 
many years past over 30 per cent, of 
the coal oil used in Canada has come 
from the United States.

It was away back in the early sixties 
that the Lambton county petroleum was 
discovered to be of commercial value. 
Long before white men ever visited 
the country, however, the'Indians knew 
that it was rich in oil, which oozed out 
of the ground, and floated down the 
creeks.
medicine, and when the first settlers 
appeared, three-quarters of a century 
ago. they did the same, the oil being re
garded as good for rheumatism, and

tiresome proceeding, but was generally 
richly rewarded, as almost every well 
flowed immense quantities of oil, which 
wag then very valuable. at one time 
going as high as $11 a barrel.

After operations had gone on for 
some time at Petrolia, it was found 
that there was a richer and shallower 
pool a fgw miles away at Oil Springs, 
and the original fields were deserted in 
a general rush to the new fields. Wells 
were put down with wasteful prodigal
ity, and the production of oil became 
tremendous. There was as yet little 
market for the. oil, and no means of 
storing it, while every day new wells 
drilled were flowing thousands of bar
rels a day. Still the mania went on, 
and the whole district became soaked 
in oil, which floated down Bear "creek 
by millions of barrels, until the whole 
creek for miles was inches deep in the 
precious fluid. Finally this caught 
fire, and for miles it burned with in
conceivable fury. It is estimated that 
in this one fire at least five million bar
rels were consumed, the fire lasting for 
days. The oil flowed down to the 
mouth of the river, and was noticed on

•v*

Totals .......
Net credit balance ...............  $ 2,352 85

It will be noted that the amount ex
pended is only $30,586, as.aaginst $31,047 
last year, notwithstanding that more 
cases were dealt with, the number be
ing 1,061 for 1906 as against 1,036 the 
previous year.

Under the head of improvements, the 
report of the ohief of police says: “I 
take pleasure in stating that the im
provements recommended by me in re
gard to the enlargement of the detec
tives’ office and the improved sanita
tion thereof has been satisfactorily 
carried out and is now perfectly satis
factory.

“I may also state that a new patrol 
box call system has been installed in 
the principal business portion of the 
city, which will, from now on, con
duce greatly to the better and more 
efficient service of the police depart
ment in all its branches.”

.......... $32,938 35 $30,586 00
r"1
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ORIGINAL METHOD OF KICKING A WELL DOWN.The aborigines used it for

ing Oil Springs was nothing but an ill
smelling memory.

oils from the tarry residue left after 
the coal oil had been distilled from the 
petroleum, which was discovered by an 
oil man named John, MacMillan. This 
added immensely to the value of the 
oil, as hitherto the tar had been either 
wasted or used as fuel. The discovery 
of the new process made it almost as 
valuable as the illuminating oil, thus 
doubling the economic value of the 
crude oil. Mr. MacMillan’s invention 
made him one of thé rich men of the 
oil fields, and when a few years later 
he died he left instructions that his 
body should be embalmed in paraffin 
wax, which was carefully done before 
he was laid away in the vault, hersnet-' 
ically sealed in wax till the judgment 
day.

With these various discoveries the oil 
business grew, and gradually a feeling 
of confidence in its permanency actu
ated oil men. The fields were extended 
in all directions, and thousands of dol
lars were lost trying to open new pools, 
while others grew rich by succeeding In 
locating fresh sources of supply. To
day there are probably close upon 
twelve thousand wells being pumped. 
Most of these, however, are small pro
ducers, probably not averaging half a 
barrel a day. With oil at its present 
price, around $2 a barrel, and the re
duced cost of operation, however, the 
man who owns a dozen or so of these 
wells is pretty well off. To-day a well 
can be put down in a week at an ex
pense of $100. Should it prove dry, this 
is all that is lost, while if it is a pro-

Petrolea Field. ri
The Petrolea field, however, proved 

more stable. The oil men had learned- 
more economic methods and recovered 
from their original madness. Wells 
were drilled by steam engines instead 
of by the old jumping pole: and big 
flowing wells were struck in all direc
tions for a time. Railways were built 
to connect With the new centre of ac
tivity, and oil refineries were built to 
handle the output—London, Ont., for a 
Long time being the centre of this busi
ness, which, however, was later trans
ferred to Petrolea.

It was not long, however, before the 
wells ceased to flow, and pumping had 
to be resorted to. This meant at that
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Sentiment in Local Conservative Cir

cles Favors Giving H. Helmcken 
Cabinet Position.
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■: CANADIAN CLUB’S 

FIRST LUNCHEON
(From Saturday’s Daily.)

Premier McBride did not return to 
the city last evening, but will likely be 
back to-night.

In local Conservative circles there 
are strong differences of opinion as to

“At a cent a foot its $5.000,” said Mr.
Raymur in answer to questions.

These various sums in simple multi
plication were done at $5 cents a foot 
it is $25,000, at 10 cents a foot $50,000, 
and the aldermanic face visibly bright
ened as it saw a way out of its trou- I the wisdom of Premier McBride’s elect- 
bles and freedom from future deficits, ing to sit for Victoria city.,

The friends of Harry Helmcken. K. 
C., think that he should be given a 
portfolio and be allowed to run for the 
city. It is recognized by the Conserva
tives that much will be expected by 
Victoria from the McBride government, 
and especially in regard to educational 

water system and the general revision : matters. Vancouver having been given 
of rates throughout the city. ! the Provincial Normal school and hav-

By the time this preliminary discus- j ing been also given such an advantage 
; sion was finished the time for business i ftyy the establishing of McGill Univer- 
was short. Mr. Shalcross’ application j feity there under the act passed by the 
for an extension of the water main to ; government last session, it is now felt 
his residence was granted—he to pay that it is time some strong move was 
the cost thereof. At the same time, F. made to advance Victoria’s claims to 
B. Pemberton’s application was turned consideration at The hands of the pro- 
down. He was willing to give $800 for vincial government,
the laying of the pipe in front of his Mr. Helmcken’s friends in the Con-
property. Aid. Vincent here laid it servative party recognize that it has 
down as a rule for future guidance that j been his long cherished ambition to see 

Peacefully sleeping, Mrs. Nelson, of requests of outsiders for water mains a university college established in Vic- 
485 Maryland street, Winnipeg, left her be clearily dealt with. The water toria. It is also well known that Mr. 
six months old daughter in a hammock should be kept for city residents, at Helmcken is in close touch with Lord
attached to the bed Sunday morning, least until a better supply was obtain- Strathcona. and has great personal in-
and when she returned to it a couple ; ed. fluence with him, which would count
of hours later, she found the little one 1 This was not the reason for rejecting j for much m securing a site on the
dead. The child had turned on to her Mr. Pemberton’s application. To lay Hudson Bay property, which is admir- 
face, and, becoming entangled in her i the pipe as required by him would com- ably situated, and well adapted for the 
covering, had smothered. Finding the pel the city to expend about $3,000 on purpose. Moreover, it is highly prob- 
little one lifeless, the frantic mother its own property along a vacant street, able that a handsome donation towards
did all in her power to resuscitate it. ; This was too much money, in the opin- 1 atf endowment could be obtained from
A doctor was called at noce, and when ion of the aldermen to sink in the Fdul
he arrived he found that the child had Bay road just at present. There were
been accidentally suffocated in its bed- other places where it was needed more
clothes. greatly.

The question of laying the agricul
tural main was laid over.

On the recommendation of the water
commissioner it was decided to ex
tend the four-inch main on* Blanchard 
street from Queen’s avenue to Bay

time a separate pumping engine had to 
be installed for each well, which was 
so expensive that for years a well 
which was not good for ten barrels or 
more a day was abandoned as worth
less. Production, however, increased- 
by leaps and bounds, and for years 
there was a big surplus in the thous
ands of immense underground tanks 
used for storing the oil, and petroleum 
became a drug on the market ranging 
anywhere from fifty cents to a dollar 

. a barrel,
tne navigable portions of the Syden- The production* was further increas-

,;'ie early settlers made a good deal of ham river, where vessels were smother- ed by the discovery of a method of
oney by gathering the oil off the sur- *be tarry mess. pumping a large number of wells from

f of Bear creek and peddling it in -Nothing, however, could stop the one single pumping station by means 
• ^divine bottles. speculative fury. Drilling went on un- of “jerker rods.” The rods were con-

This did not last long, however. The disturbed, properties changed hands at nected with a large wheel, which made
f me of the oil spread, and it did not fabulous^ sums, and on all sides the them jerk up' and down, and this jerk-
u-.ke long for prospectors to figure out ex.raordinary activity was mani- ing motion was conveyed by means of

thei*e must be some big reservoir i fest* Speculators flocked in. and it was triangles to walking beams over the
-•upply the surface seepage. A sur- I not before several small refineries wells, which worked the pumps. In

.veil was dug about 1863 on the j builti which gave some small out- this way to-day as many as three hun-
■ if Bear creek, close to the present for the immense production, despite dred wells are hooked up to the pump- 

f Petrolia, and it was found that ' tbe fact that there was not a railroad 1 ing station. It is an odd si£ht in the
was plenty of oil. At first it was wlth'n miles and Uhe oil all had to be ! oil country to see a perfect forest of

t that all was all “surface” oil, ^eamcd out. Fortunes were made one j tall tripod derricks, as many as five
was a remarkably valuable lu- <3ay’ and ,ost the next, and there were j and six to the acre, as far as the eye

Later, however, several ad- ! aI1 the u,['s and downs of a typical min- ; can see, each witty its pump quietly
us spirits resolved to try deeper : camp. The population of Oil working away with slow rythmic mo-

’ d with infinite pains a hole i Springs grew to nearly ten thousand, tion, and no visible source of power.
■ filed several hundred feet in the 1 anci there seemed no limit to the This discovery once again revolution- 

! .. result justified their work, weaIth* ized the industry, by so reducing the
s a flowing well was struck, Founded a Fortune. cost of operation that almost any pro-

•he district with oil, which ran As an example, one of the wealthy duc$ng wel1 was w10rth Pumping. The
n the creek. men of Canada to-day. John H Fair- Pr°duction naturally icreased, and for

First Oil Craze bank, came to Oil Springs, at that time a t!metthlre W1aS n0tf ver^ mach pros-
with very little capital besides his penty in the 011 country- However,\the 

f the strike spread quickly, ' , p ‘ D^siaes demand for all kinds of oil products
”ific oil craze set in. Venture- ' ecure a small -ot. and of grew amazingly. Within a few years

: s from far and wide jour- course put in a drilling plant, and the surplus stores of petroleum were ;
through the woods of the oil started to bore a hole in the ground, all used up, and the demands of the !

r< rty was taken up in all di- His capital, however, was not as elas- refineries were insatiable—sufficient oil ;
; l hundreds of wells were tic as his spirits, and he was “up j could not be produced. Every well that 

r way. There was any amount against it” before he reached the bot- would -give any supply was utilized, the 
■••ment and industry, but very tom, so much so that he lacked thé price of oil naturally rising with the in- 

•,ey in those days, but every- cash to pay for the necessary sharpen- creasing demand, until to-day there are 
'•"is confident they were on the ing of his tools. From one blacksmith thousands of wells being profitably

. 1The Canadian Club, which was re
cently formed, will hold its first lun
cheon in the Poodle Doy restaurant on 
Wednesday next, the 27th February, 
from 1 to 2 p.m.

His Honor the Licutenant-Governoj*, 
honorary president of the club, will pre
side. Chief Justice Hunter will he the 
guest of honor, and will deliver an ad
dress.

Tickets will be on sale to members at 
Hibbens on Monday and up to six 
o’clock Tuesday afternoon. Members 
are requested to buy their tickets early 
so that the executive may know the ! 
number to be provided for.

Aid. Vincent alone would not be con
vinced. It had failed in Vancouver and 
it couldn’t succeed * here. Make haste 
slowly was his motto.

The discussion was closed by Aid. 
Fell, who moved for a further report 
from the water commissioner on the

VIEW OF OIL FIELDS AND TANK WAGON GATHERING THE OIL. w
i.?y■ :< a substitute for castor oil. Many of
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mw: mm Sleeping Infant Entangled in the Bed- 
Clothes Dies b/ Suffocation.I m 11• ^
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Lord Strathcona for. the proposed col
lege. It is recognized that the present 
is a very critical period In the city’s 
history with regard to the university 
question, and many Conservatives feel 
that if Mr. Helmcken were given a 
place In the cabinet it would place him 
in a position where he could render 
very valuable service to the promotion 
of such an Important project.

id a
P,

—Geo. Davis and H. Ross are to be 
appointed license commissioners in 
Vancouver. The police commissioners, 
it is expected, will be Aid. Heap and 
W. T. Jeffs.
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HOW A WELL IS DRILLED TO-DAY.

Seine tor 
Complaints
■tainly do neglect 

They work too 
[tax their strength 
wonder why they 
diseases peculiar

of female trouble 
:he bowels become 
le kidneys strained 
ikin not cared for. 
tiich should leave 
by these organs, 
up by the blood 

Ine the délicat»
is.

>

VEA TABLETS.)
CAUSE of these 
“ Fruit-a-tives ” 

e stomach—make 
) move regularly 
j— strengthen the 
pprove the action 
i—and thus purify

take away those distress- 
backaches and beari

i make women well and 
-a-tives” are fruit juices, 
:h tonics and antiseptics
ox—6 for $2.50. At all 
ora Fruit-a-tives Limited,tie

1 the care of such a 
ire me the lad.” 
of remonstance Car

le to lift the lifeless 
im into the open air, 
1 on the ground, he 
sly chafe his hands 
)me minutes of bath- 
the eyelids began to 
éath to come in gen-

erault,” said Shock, 
le. Thank God, he Is

•e's dad?” said little 
ening his eyes. “I

htsy mannie,” cried 
coming from behifid 

ke had been standing 
“Stand back there! 

boy,” he added sav-

Perault and Shock 
Lhered the little lad 
ns and strode off into Lite face of the child Ler’s shoulder and his 
[ling with the black, 
this father’s hair and

ianlced!” said one of 
[n’t that pall you!” 
erous cuss!” said the 
L ‘thank you’ for git- 
place of his kid.” 

up to Shock, and of- 
Isaid in a voice husky 
L’s two for you dis 
I leele feller. For me 
heart,” smiting him- 

I “but my heart—dat’s 
ly gar!” He wrung 
Ith of his and turned 
lut before he had 
I he returned, saying, 
le! I feex up your 
hout further words 
lit passed into the

at each other in sil
ken the cowbody said 
phasls, “Boys, he’s 
Deed white!”

PTER X. 
furf Meet.
h shadows of the roll*
[ filled the hollows be- 
[owly climbing up the 
If every undulation f 
[bed the lip of the

p of buildings stand- 
3 he knew to be the 
Northwest Mounted 
loating above showed 
the air of military 

tem.
gled along two inter- 
d then frayed out over 
ed and dejected-look- 
fmore imposing build- 
I street Shocfc guessed 
kd stores. One of ,the 
zed from its flag as 
t and honorable Htÿ- 
ny. On a back stniet 
bod a house surround- 
knd scrubby trees, a 
to reproduce in this 
[what in other lands 
called home, 

lide stretched the vast 
Iprairie to where the 
|y-line mingled with, 
[he earth.
It, howr miserable and 
Inidst of this expanse 
I seemed the huddling 
H buildings, and yet 
[ of heaven above the 
Itred in those strag- 
Ithey were the abodes

his heart upon the 
y of the expanse of 
h their variegation of 
low, and the expanse 
[deep blue overhead 
Udeflnable transitions 
[d pqrples into pearl 
nts, and at last into 
[old at the horizon, 
|st a shudder, turned 
ttle ragged town be- 

Imarvellous the works 
Igly the things man

•lfe infinitude of this 
ught in Shock a feel- 

as he followed the 
rn the long slope to- 
As he became aware 
h, he took himself

continued.)

G A HEART.

a chest operation In 
hospital, 

named Frank Walter 
eathlng.
it Hackney Dr. J. S. 
forts to restore anima- 
on for three-quarters 
m massaged the heart, 
land and opening and 
eeping the circulation 
lour. The boy eventu-
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