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OIL FIELDS

fiow From Small Beginnings the Industry Has
Grown [o lts Present Size---The Early
Oil-St
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{ her we
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proportic
1se devel
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vy duty
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1 product, !
rtion of the' ! well was finished.

- | eral months, where to-day a

watch the oil ¥
and down the e
then was a mat-

and took sev-
1 well is

sunk 5 with trouble
or

week
had been

arly ¢ b > were 37
: the oil
before the old bearing rock
This is a strata of
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vy with petroleum.

to be dri
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brown
thick, he
these wel
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spongy

feet

in a |
ce earth |
depth of |

to

|- one

| drill,

he went

another
but

to get drill
they were too busy with
sh trade to bother with him. At last
took him, and fixed his

Shortly afterwards Mr. Fairbank

his
dressed,

on

| struck a well which flowed five hundred |

| barrels
| $5

|

bearing rock {

To |
the old days a heavy |

and sinker were used in the well |

from a long jumping pole,
over the well on a fulerum, which gave
a strong leverage. The driller
to the end,

balanced |

walked |
which pulled the drill up, !

and jumped off, letting it go down with |

a bang, and this slow process was re-

A COMPLETE MODERN DRILLING OUTFiT.
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1@ United s.
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and for |
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for |

century |

richly almost every well
| lowed immense quantities of oil, which
W then very wvalugble, at.one time
goir as high as $11 a barrel.

After operations had gone
some time at Petrelia, it was found
that there was a richer and shallower
pool a few miles away at Oil Springs,
and the original fields were deserted in
a general rush to the new fields. Wells
were put down with wasteful prodigal-
| ity, and the production of. oil became
tremendous. There was as yet  little
market for the. oil, and no means of
storing it, while every day new wells
drilled were flowing thousands of bar-
rels a day. Still the mania went on,
and the whole district became soaked
in -0il, which floated down Bear “creek

Y ons of barrels, until the whole

k for miles w

ious fiuid. F
I and for mile
conceivable fury.

rewarded, as

on for

lly this  caught
it burned with in-
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it was an infinitely |
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inches deep in the |

that |

in this one fire at least five million bar-!

rels were consumed, the fire lasting for
days. The oil flowed . down to
mouth of the river, and was noticed on

VIEW OF OIL FIELDS AND TANK WAGON GATHERING THE OIL.
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REFRESHING AN OLD WELL WITH
A SHOT OF NITRO-GLYCERINE.

fortune. He steadily
11th, became the leading
oil man of day, an immense owner
of real private banker and
a member of parliament, and to-day s/
rated at millions. The blacksmith who |
had aided him remained at forge |
until overtaken by old age—and then
came Mr. Fairbank’s turn. The black-
smith was remembered with a pension,
which kept him the rest of his life in
comfort. The early days of the oil
fields were full of such stories as this.

But the wastefu] extravagance of the |
early prospectors, who apparently drill- |
ed wells for the mere pleasure of seeing
the oil float away, produced its inevit-
able result. The supply began to fail,
and big discoveries were made at the |
older Petrolea fields. In 1866 the Fe- |
nian- raids created grgat alarm, and |
many left the country. Not long after |
the underground reservoir was emptied |
so rapidly that a well bought for thous-
ands of dollars one day was dry almost |
the next day, and the population de- |
serted the place. Many went to the|
Petrolea fields, while the majority left
the country for good, and within a few!
weeks the growing city of thousands |
was absolutely deserted, there being
little lgft but an oily mess, a number of
empty fouses, and the first two stories |
of a big hotel. which was never finish-
ed. Many of the houses also were pull-
ed bodily to Petrolea. For the time be-

his

ginning of
grew in

estate, a

his

be- |
i fresh

| dents happened.
| stood, however,

operated which do not average a third
of a barrel of oil a day.
A New

It was, however, plain that the pro-
falling off, and
lived daily dread that
the hottom would.fall out again. A
impetus, however, was given to
the business by the diseovery that the
detonation of a powerful explosive in
the oil rock at the bottom of the well
would’ greatly increase -the production.
After considerable experimenting it
was found that nitro-glycerine, the
most terrible explosive known, gave the
best results. With the feverish energy
characteristic of oil men everybody
wanted their wells “shot’” at once. Fac-
tories for the manufacture of the
frightfully dangerous fluid were estab-
lished, and the first ‘‘glycerine men”
speedily grew wealthy as the stuff was
very cheaply made, and sold for $20 a
quart at a time.

The system was very simple, consist-
ing’ merely in the filling of the well
with water, to hold the force of the con-
cussion; then 'the nitro-glycerine was
lowered te the bottom in long tin
cylindérs, and exploded by dropping a
fuse. A moment later a shock would
be felt through 2ll the 475 feet of rdck
and- clay, and'in a few seconds a foun-
tain of water, oil and shattered rock
would be hurled a hundred or more feet

Process.
duction was gradually

n

the' oil men

into the air. The result was to so shat-
ter the oil rock and open the crevices
that not only were the wells made
doubly wvaluable, but “dry holes” were
frequently made producers. :
Revived Oil Springs. |
Another unlooked for result «# the’
use of nitro-glycerine .was the reviving|
of the Oil Springs field which resuited !
in making another crop of rich men.|
In the rush to get away from- Oil
Springs, oil farms were abandoned or
sold for next to nothing. Those who
secured them were now exceedingly
fortunate. The wells were shot, and
once more became big producers, and
the field took its place as a steady
source of supply.

Probably this nitro-glycerine 'trade is
the most dangerous in the whole world,
and big wages have always had to be
paid the “shooters,”” who also made
the stuff. Considering the carelessness
of the men and the enormous quantities
of the explosive used, very few acci-
It is generally under-
that with glycerine a
makes one mistake, After
that there is seldom enough féund of
him to make material for- a funeral.
From time to time the factories blew
up, generally with 10ss of life, and no-
thing was left to mark the place but
a huge hole, and a few scattered re-
mains of men and boards in the dis-
tance. 5

A fresh impetus was given to .the oil
trade by the inventien of a process of
extracting parafine wax and lubricating

man only

ORIGINAL METHOD OF KICKING A WELL DOWN.

ing Oil Springs was nothing but an ill-
smelling memory.

Petrolea Field.

\

The d, however, proved |
more stable. Tbhe oil' men had learned
more economic_methods and recovered !
from their original Wells
were drilled by steam engi instead
of by the old jumping pole; and big |
flowing wells were struck in all direc-
tions for a time. Railways were built
to connect with the new centre of ac-
tivity, and oil refineries were built to
handle the output—London, Ont., for a
long time being the centre of this busi- |
ness, which, however, was later trans-
ferred to Petrolea.

It was not long, however, before the
wells ceased to flow, and pumping had i
to be resorted to. T meant at that
time a separate pumpi engine had to
be installed for each well, which was
so expensive that for years a well
which was not good for ten barrels or |
more a day was abandoned as worth-
le Production, however, increased
by leaps and bounds, and for ¥years
there was a big surplus in the thous-
ands of immense underground tanks |
used for storing the oil, and petroleum
became a drug on the market ranging
anywhere from fifty cents to a dollar |

Petrolea

mad

The productiorr was further increas-
ed by the discovery of a method of|
pumping a large nun r of wells from
one single pumping ition by means

as

i
nected with a large wt 3
,‘and this jerk- |
triangles to walking beams over the|
|
in the
oil country to see a perfect
as the eye |
can see, each with i pump

of “jerker rods.” The rods were con-
which made |
them jerk up’ and do |
ing motion was conv >d by means of |
rells, which worked the pumps. In|
to-day as many as three hun- |
dred wells are hooked up to the pump- !
ing station. ‘It is an odd sight i
forest of |
tall tripod derricks, as many five
and six to the acre, as far as
28 quietly |
working away with slow rythmic mo-
tion, and no visible source of power.
This discovery once again revolution-

ized the industry, by reducing the

S0

|
|
i
i
|

| cost of operation that almost any pro- |

{ ducing

and of |

as elas- |

well was worth pumping.
production naturally ic sed, and for |
a time there was not very much m'os-;
perity in the oil countr However,\the !
demand for all kinds of oil products |
grew amazingly. Within a few years
the surplus stores of petroleum were
all used up, and the of the
refineries were insati fiicient: oil |
could not be produced. ery well that
would .give any supply ¥ s utilized, the !
price of oil naturally rising with the in- |
creasing demand, until to-day there are|
thousands of wells being profitably |

The |

demands
ble

| price,
| duced cost of operation, however, the

oils from the tarry residue left after
the coal oil had been distilled from the
petroleum, which was discovered by an
oil man named John. MacMillan. This
added immensely to the value of the
oil, as hitherto the tar had been either
wasted or used as fuel.: The discovery
of the new process made it almost as
valuable as the illuminating oil, thus
doubling the economic value of the
crude oil. Mr. MaceMillan’s invention
made "him one of the rich men of the |
oil fields, and when a few years later
he died he left instructions that his
body should be embalmed in paraffin
wax, which was carefully done before
he was laid away in the vault, herinet-*
ically sealed in wax till the judgment
day.

With these various discoveriss the oil
business grew, and gradually a feeling
of confidence in its permanency actu- |
ated oil men. The fields were extended
in all directions, and thousands of dol- |
lars were lost trying to open new pools,
while others grew rich by succeeding in
locating fresh sources of supply, To-
day there are probably close upon
twelve thousand wells being pumped.
Most of these, however, are small pro=-
ducers, probably not averaging half a
barrel a -day.  With oil at its present
around $2 a barrel, and the re-

man who owns @ dezen or so of these
wells is pretty well off. To-day a well
can be put down in a week at an ex-
pense of 3100. Should it prove dry, this
is all that is lost, while if it is a pro-

ducer another $200 will
insta} a pump.

Once produced the oil is collected by
means of tank wagons, and under-
ground lead pipes to tanks, whence it
is delivered to collecting agencies, who
give “warehouse receipts” for it, and
look after the subiequvnt delivery to
the reflneries. . These warehouse re-
ceipts are the articles that the producer
has to show for his goods, and which
he shows as so much oil

It is estimated that since the open-
ing of the fields more than $30,000,000
has been invested in the producing
trade, while many millions have been
spent in refining and other lines of en-
terprise, and in fact one peculiarity of
the trade is that no sooner does a man
make a few hundreds or thousands out
of his holes than he proceeds to sink
almost as much money as has been put
into the ground in the oil business as
has been taken out of it. At present
Canadian petroleum is worth about $2
a barrel; it yields 42 per cent. of illu-
minating oil, 5 per cent. benzine and
gasoline, while the tarry residue is con-
verted into parafine, vaseline, axle
grease, and dozens of varieties of lubri-
cating and railway oils.

For years the Canadian petroleum in-
dustry was heavily protected by the
tariff. The Liberal government, how-
ever, gradually reduced this, until a
few years ago it took the duty off alto-
gether and in its stead gave the ofl
men a bounty of fifty cents for every
barrel produced. This has worked sat-
isfactorily, save for the fact that un-
der the old abolition of the duty the
Standard Oil Company has bought out
the largest refineries, and to-day is by
far the greatest power in refining cir-
cles, thus to a large extent being able
to dictate the price of oil. In justice
to them, however, it must be said that
since they “invaded” Canada the pro-
ducers have got better prices for their
»il than ever before.

ENFORCEMENT OF
LORD’S DAY ACT

NO DECISION GIVEN
BY ATTORNEY GENERAL

case it and

Provincial Government Will Consider
the Question of Approving
of Prosecutions.

(From Saturday’'s Daily.)

As the date for the coming into effect
of the Lord’s Day Act, recently passed
by the Dominion parliament, approaches,
there is a good deal of speculation ‘as to
what its effect will be in British Colum-
bia. There is speculation as to whether
the provincial authorities will lend their
sanction to the act by approving of the
prosecutions under it.

-Hon. F. J. Fulton, the attorney-general,

Day Alliance a few days ago and asked to
lend his support to the enforcing of the
act by approving of prosecutions under
it. Hon. Mr. Fulton gave no definite an-
swer to Rev. Dr. Rochester, Western sec-
retary of the Alliance, postponing his
answer until he had conferred with
other members of the government.

When asked this morning what the

government was going to do in the mat- |

ter, the Attorney-General sald he could
not say what was to be done.

He did@ not care to express an opinion
respecting it without first consulting the
other members of the government. As he
understood the act, the Attorney-General

the |

i

| committee,

{ sald he did not wish to endorse

| Hanna showed himself in touch with
was approached by officials. of the Lord's |

| the question of reopening was put and

of each province was required to give his |

approval

act before the act became effective. He

to the prosecutions:under the |

did not suppose that the Attorney-Gen- |

eral would be ‘expected to look into every
individual prosecution under the act.

It would appear from this that
Mr. Fulton would
the provincial government’s action should
really be one approving in a general way
of prosecutions under the act or refusing
to approve of any. In short, it would ap-
pear as if the provincial government re-
gards its position as one .in which it is
called upon to decide whether the act
shall come into effect in the province.

Under these circumstances,

be no question that considerable pressure

Hon. |
incline to think that |

there can |
| nilly a frontage tax must be levied in|

will be brought to bear on the local gov- |

ernment by both sides on the gquestion—on
the parct” of the Lord’s Day -Alliance to
have the law enforced, and by other in-
terests which believe the act is ahead of
public opinion in the province to have it
remain a dead letter,

CANADIAN CLUB’S

| alderman stated -that ‘‘solicitors some-

said one. -

FIRST LUNCHEON

The Canadfan Club, which was re-
cently formed, will hold
cheon in the Poodle Doy restaurant on
Wednesday next, the 27th February,
from 1 to 2 p.m.

His Honor the Lieutenant-Governoy,
honorary president of the club, will pre-
side.
guest of honor, and will deliver an ad-
dress,

Tickets will be on sale to members at
Hibbens on Monday and up io
o’clock Tuesday afternoon. Members

| are requested to buy their tickets early

| so that the executive may know

the

| number to be provided for. ’

SMOTHERED IN BED.

Clothes Dies by Suffocation.

Peacefully sleeping, Mrs. Nelson, of
485 Maryland street, Winnipeg, left her

| six months old daughter in a hammock

attached to the bed Sunday morning,
and when she returned to it a couple

i of hours later, she found the little one

HOW A WELL IS DRILLED TO-DAY.

dead. The child had turned on to her
face, and, becoming entangled in her
covering, had smothered. Finding the
little one lifeless, the frantic mother
did all in her power to resuscitate it.
A doctor was called at noce, and when
he arrived he found that the child had
been accidentally suffocated in its bed-
clothes.

—Geo, Davis and H. Ross are to be
appointed license commissioners
Vancouver. The police commissioners.
it is expected, will be Ald, Heap and
W. T. Jeffs,

Chief Justice Hunter will be the: Fell,

| from the

| plication were done at $5 cents a foot|

EXTENSION OF
WATER MAINS

SPECIAL SESSION OF
THE CITY COUNCIL

Several Applications Considered and
Granted---Others Laid Over---
Subdivision of an Estate.

The special meeting of the city coun-
cil to deal with the question of the
extensgion of water mains took place
last evening and proved of long dura-
tion. The streets,

in

bridges and sewers
accordance .with the
resolution adopted at their last session,
endeavored to have clause 57 of the;
rules governing the sessions of the
council suspended in order that the
action of the last year’s council in
accepting the plans for the subdivision
of the Fairview estate should be re-
considered. The discussion lasted an
hour,

His Worship in placing .the matter
before the council called attention to
the injustice it would be to the resi-
dents of the city to allow George street
to remain closed. It would lessen the
value of property on Moss sireet and
would prevent people from getting to
the park. As for the idea which was
advanced of expropriating in the fu-
ture, that would be more difficult than
to deal with the question now.

A. Robertson was heard on behalf of
his clients, Pope of Quebec and Lowes
of Calgary. He had been unable to
communicate with them. Both were
very busy men, and were travelling a
g0od deal. They had twice surveyed
the subdivision and had endeavored to
meet the council in every particular. In
justice to his clients they should not
be asked to spend another $500 for a
new survey.

The 2ldermen, with the éexception of
two (Gleason and Fullerten), supported
this view of the case. With the excep-
tion of Ald. Vincent they opposed it on
the ground that it had not been brought
up soon enough. Had steps been taken
at the first meeting of the new council
to reconsider the question another ver-|
dict would have been the result.

Ald. Fell, in supporting the scheme,
last
year’s council, but there was conglder-
able complaint among buyers of un-
fair treatment by local men. .He did
not wish to give color to any such
statements. To compel Messrs. Pope
and Lowes at this late date to resurvey
their subdivision would give just cause
of complaint in a matter where' too
much ground for Such complaints al-
ready existed.

In touching upon this question, Ald.

the most advanced civic sentiment re-
specting the location of telegraph poles,
etc. His idea was that they should be
located in the alleys instead of disfigur-
ing the public streets. This is done in
all new towns, and a great many people
of large experience are laying their
sewer mains, etc.,, in the alleys, there-
by avoiding the necessity of tearing up
the main streets, whenever an accident
happens to the mains.

After some further slight discussion

lost.

The aldermen now blithely settled
down to the consideration of
the special business which brought
them together, viz., the discussion of
the extension of the water mains, A
great many of the aldermanic board
stood aghast at the comprehensive
scheme which had been prepared for
their consideration. The total cost of |
this is over $200,000, when they found
that the system provided, however, for
all parts of the city, new subdivisions,
etc.,, and that it was not intended to
be completed for many moons they
breathed easier,

Mr. Raymur explained that willy
addition to the regular water rate. The
city solicitor had so stated. Ong of the

times gave strange opinions.” The
majority, however, were well pleased
that two rates could be levied instead
of one. 4

“It will give us a nice little revenue,”

‘“At a cent a foot its $5,000,” said Mr.
Raymur in answer to questions,
These various sums in simple multi-

it is $25,000, at 10 cents a foot $50,000, |

| and the aldermanic face visibly bright- |

its first lun-|

|
|
|
|

ened as it saw a way out of its trou-|
bles and freedom from future deficits. |

Ald. Vincent alone would not be con- |
vinced. It had failed in Vancouver and |
it couldn’t succeed here. Make haste]|
slowly was his motto. {

The discussion was closed by Ald. |
who moved for a further report
water commissioner on the

| water system and the general revision

six |

of rates throughout the city.

By the time this preliminary discus
sion was finished the time for business
was short. Mr. Shalcross’ application |

| for an extension of the water main to|
| his residence was granted—he to pay |

| the cost thereof.

At the same time, F.

| B. Pemberton’s application was turned

| down.
Sleeping Infant Entangled in the Bed- |

| property.

He was willing to give $800 fch
the laying of the pipe in front of hi
Ald. Vincent here' laid it|

| down as a rule for future guidance that |

| greatly.

requests of outsiders for water mains (
be clearily dealt with, The water|
should be kept for city residents, at|
least until a better supply was obtain- |
ed.

This was not the reason for rejectingf
Mr. Pemberton’s rapplication. To lay
the pipe as required by him would com- |
pel the city to expend about $3,000 on |
its own property along a vacant street: |
This was too much money, in the opin-|
ion of the aldermen to sink in the Foul
Bay road just at present. There were
other places where it was needed more

The question of laying the agricul-|

f tural main was laid over.
in

On the recommendation of the water
commissioner it was decided to ex-
tend the four-inch main on Blanchard |
street from Queen’'s avenue to Bay

| street, a distance of 600 feet,
| estimated cost of $125.

| city.

at ano
It was also decided to lay a four-inch
pipe from Linden street to the corner
of Cook and Scoresby streets, to lay
a four-inch pipe from Oak Bay avenue
to the Foul Bay road via Gonzales
avenue, cost $350, and to extend the sys«
tem on Hilda street at a cost of $50.

GENERAL BOOTH,

Head of Salvation Army, Leaves Lon-«
don on His Long Tour.

London, Feb. 23.—Wrinkled with age,
but with enthusiasm undiminished,
Gen. Booth, of .the Salvation Army, left
London this morning to board the At-
lantic liner Minneapolis, bound for
New York, whence the general will
proceed to Canada and the Far East.
He will spend two weeks in New York
before proceeding to Canada. He will
sail for Japan on April 1st. While in
Ottawa, General Booth will be the guest
of the Governor-General, Earl Grey.

After travelling through Japan, .the
general will go to Pekin, and expects
to be back in London by July. He will
celebrate his 78th birthday on April
10th in the middle of the Pacific, while
on his way to Japan, and hopes to
be received in audience by the Japan=
esé Emperor.

CHIEF OF POLICE
RENDERS REPORT

Efficiency of Police Force Shown in
Aanual Statement--A Balance
on Hand.

From the stamdpoint of the city police
last year was very quiet. The records
show only about $5,982 worth of proe-
perty lost or stolen, and of this the
greater part was recovered. Reported
lost or stolen, $5,982; stolen, $3,784; lost,
$2,198; recovered, $3,470,

This shows a marked decrcase over
last year, when the returns were: Re«
ported lost or stolen, $16,601; stoleng
$8,953; lost, $7,648; recovered, $11,416.

The amount of fines imposed increas<
ed over last year by $268.20, as is shown
by the detailed report: Fines collected
for 1906, $4,381.50; fines collected for
1905, $4,113.30, «

The report shows a balance of $2,«
352.85 to the credit of the police depart«
ment, and this notwithstanding greater
efficiency. The detailed expenditure is
as follows:

Appro- Ex-

priation. pended.
Selaries ...cviie secediencn $24,628 35 $24,628 35
Equipment . . 1,700 00
Keep of prisoners .
Fuel and light
Patrol wagon
Interpreter’'s fees
Sundries ........
Secret service ....
Special constables .
Inquests ..
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Totals .
Net credit balance

It will-be noted that the amount ex~
pended is only $30,586, as.aaginst $31,047
last year, notwithstanding that more
cases were dealt with, the number be-
ing 1,061 for 1906 as against 1,036 the
previous year.

Under the head of improvements, the
report of the ohief of police says: “I
take pleasure in stating that the im-
provements recommended by me in re-
gard to the enlargement of the detec~
tives’ office and the Improved sanita«
tion thereof has been satisfactorily
carried out and is now perfectly satis-
factory.

“I may also state that a new patrol
box call system has been installed in
the principal business portion of the
eity, which will, from now on, con-
duce greatly to the better and more
efficient service of the police depart-
ment in all its branches.”

WILL THE PREMIER
REPRESENT VICTORIA?

&

Sentiment in Local Conservative Cir=
cles Favors Giving H. Helmcken
(Cabinet Position.

(From Saturday’s Daily.)

Premier McBride did not return ta
the city last evening, but will likely be
back to-night.

In local Conservative circles thera
are strong differences of opinion as to
the wizdom of Premier McBride’s elect~
ing to sit for Victoria city.,

The friends of Harry Helmcken, K.
C., think that he should be given a
portfolio and be allowed to run for the
It is recognized by the Conserva-
tives that much will be expected by
Victoria from the McBride government,
and especially in regard to educational
matters. Vancouver having been given

i the Provincial Normal school and hav-
| ing been also given such an advaniage

by the establishing of McGill Univer=
Bity there under the act passed by the
government lagt session, it is now felt
that it is time some strong move was
made to advancg Victoria’s claims to
consideration at the hands of the pro-
vincial government.

Mr. Helmcken’s friends in the Con-
servative party recognize that it has
been his long cherished ambition to see
a university college established in Vie-
toria. It is also well known that Mr.
Helmcken is in close touch with Lord
Strathcona, and has great personal in-
luence with him, which would count
for much in securing a site on the
Hudson Bay property, which is admir-
ably situated, and well adapted for the
purpose. Moreover, it is highly prob-
able that a handsome donation towards
amr endowment could be obtained from
Iord Strathcona for the “proposed col-
lege. t is recognized that the present
is a very critical perfod in the city’s
history with regard to the university
question, and many Conservatives feel
that if Mr. Helmcken were given a
place in the cabinet it would place him
in a position where he could render
very valuable service to the promotion
of such an important project.




