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Ottawa. March, 10th, is9. should be closed. I do not wish to say any-
Dear Mu1oc1,-Our friends from Bonaventure thing harsh against the hon. member for

strongly insist that the Oak Bay post offiee be Bonaventure, but when lie recommends that
abolished. They state that it. is only maintained this post ofiee at Oak Bay Mills should be
for the benefit of one offensive partisan. I think closed, I think he is ignorant of the wants
ycu bad better conmply with the request made by of the people in that locality, or otherwise
or frittstand, in the interest of economy. aboi- he is guilty of wilfully doing an unjust act

Yours truly to that portion of his constituents. I do
Sgd.) J. ISRAEL TARTl. not think the hon. member NMr. Guite)

ever was at Oak Bay Mills before the elec-
1fon. t illiam t•:a tion when lie went seeking votes, and I doPoýrn1astEa •eeral fnot think lie has ever been there since, and

further. I question very much if he knew
Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear. that that district was in his eounty at ail.
Mr. BERGERON. Who signed that letter ? The distance between the Cross Point office

and the Oak Point office is seven miles
Mr. McALISTER. It is signed. J. I. Tarte, which distance is without an office at all.

who I presume is the Minister of Public and around Oak Bay Mills. there were 22
Works. I asked for all the correspondence, families served by that office all the year
telegrams, and so forth, referring to the round, and in addition there were 40 tran-
elosing of this post office, and that is aIl I sient men working there who received their
have received. I asked later for the tele- mails at tiat office. When that is takein into
gram. and the Postmaster General told me consideration I do not think it can be said
lhe could not find it, and of course I accept that that office was kept open for the benefit
his word for that. It is very singular that of one offensive partisan. It was kept open
there is no report of the inspector or of any for the benefit of a large community there,
officer in that district. stating that this the largest community between Cross Point
post office was kept for the benefit of an and Carleton, a distai.ce of forty miles.
offensive partisan, as the Minister of Public 1 the postmaster at Oak Bay Mills had
Works calls him. or recommending that the been a supporter of the hon. gentleman from
post office be elosed. Further than that, Bonaveniture gMr. Guitei tha.t otfiee would
one of the questions I asked in April was: never have been closed. The mails at the
What was the revenue from the Oak Bay present time are carried by the Baie deMills post office, and the revenue from the Chaleur Ra.ilway and Oak Bay Mills is only
Oak Point post office? And the answer I about 100 feet away from the station so
received was: that no expense would be incurred in con-

The reverniue for the year ending 30th Jun'. veyinM the mails to the post office, whereas
1895, from Oak Bay Mills post offiee was $75 ; for at the present time the mails have to be
the year criding 30th June, lS96, it vas $71 and carried a distanee of a mile and a half to the
for ti naif year cnding 31st December, 189.'. it 4 ak 'oint post office. That is( f itself a
w,: $41. tron reason why the Oak Bay Mills post

The reven!ue froii the Oak Point post office for oie should be opened. and if it 'vere in thethe sane dates was for the first year, $9.69, for public interest or in the interest of economythe second year $39.27, and for the half year to have any office closed it would be the$22--. one at Oak Point. I do not say that the
Mr. BERGERON. And yet it has n1ot Oak Point office should be closed. for I know

been abolished. nothing about it. but I do know that the
Mr. McALISTER. The revenue f rom the office at Oak Bay Mills should be kept open.

Oak Point post office was little more than If it is necessary for the people in any
half the revenue derived from the Oak Bay community to support the Government in
Mills post office which the Minister of Pubt- order to receive what is due to them from
lic Works says was only kept open for the the postal service, then the sooner the peo-
convenience of one offensive partisan. That ple of this Dominion know it the better. I
of itself is sufficient evidence to show that do not thlnk the Postmaster General wishes
the Oak Bay Mills office should not be closed. to be unfair, but I do say that the manner
Now, the fact is that the postmaster at Oak in which * that post office was closed was
Point was a partisan. -He was not what arbitrary and unprecedented. I do not think
the Minister of Public Works would cal that ln the history of the Dominion you can
an offensive partisan, because he was a sup.- find another instance where a post office was
porter of the hon. member for Bonaventure elosed on the strength o! a telegram or re-
(Mr. Gulte), whom I amn glad to sec in his commendation fromit "our friends" as the
seat fOW. The hon. member (Mr. Guite) inister of Publie Works called then. Az.
who says that the Oak Bay Mills office was report should have been lad from the in-
kept open for an offensive partisan and that I spector before any action was taken. If the
It was ln the publie interest It should be ; ho.mniiber for Bonaventure (Mr. Guite)
elosed, would be nearer the truth If he had I persists in refiising to recomnend that this
said, that it was ln the interest o! party' and (eflice be open and that justice be done to
ln the interest o! party heelers who sup.h" an impertant part o! bis constituency, I
ported the hon. gentlemnan (Mr. Guite) thbat it , think the Postmvaster General should have


