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hm of that '' reM iMchjemainethfor the people ofGodr lint, as it is univxM-><alIv acknow led fr^d (hat
the Lord's day should bo a lioly dav, I sTiall not
occupy you longer upon the duty of" observing it,
but, shall endeavour to point out the manner in which
It mm/ be, and in which it frequently is, polluted.
The Pro[>het Isaiah has set this subject in a very

clear lioht, in the Fifty-eiohth chapter of his sacred
work

; where, as in the iitxi, a uracious promise of
happmess and piosr erity is made to such as sanctify
the day of rcL^t,"—wV/o call the »nbh(dh a delight, the
holy^ of the Lord, honorable ; wtio cease from dohm
their own works, and finding their own pleasure, and
speaking their own word^r To act in anv manner
contrary to these thino-sis to pollute the Mabbath.

It is true, that there ire many who are ouiUy of
pollutiuir the Lord's day, whodonotaltocrether dis-
recrard it ; for there are many, who, although they
comply with the custom of setting aside their com-
mon employments, and ofdressingthemselvesin their
Sunday attire, yet grudge the Almighty so much
tune from their woridly pursuits. There were men
in the days of the Pro])het Amos, who complained
of the weariness of that rest which God bestowed
upon them for the refreshment of their bodies and
the unprovement of tlieir souls, and they said ''when
will the Sabbath be gone, that we may set forth
wjieat?'' There are men, even among christians,
whose estimate of the Lord's day is extremely low-
men Avho look upon it as a mere intrusion upon their
worldly business, and instead of calling it '' a de-
ligid,'' they are grieved that they cannot ''find
pleasure and exact all their labors/' The reason of
this cold and reluctant service is too plain to be
denied—they care more for the things temporal
than for the things eternal ; they value more the
gains of the efirth than the treasures of heaven. If
the mercies of the Gospel and the promises of Jesus
Christ have their proper costliness in our eyes, and


