
THH TRANSVAAL WAR.

"Orange Free Statf, nor with any native tribe to the east-

•'ward or westward of the Ri-ptihlic, iinlil tin- sani, luis hten

"approvtii hy //ri .\f,t/,^/y. l/ir Oiin-ii.

"Such apjiroval shall he considereil to have been

"Rrauted if Her Maje.-ty's (lovernnient shall not, within six

"months after receivinj;; a copy of such treaty, have notified

"that the conclusion of such treaty is in conflict with the

"interests of Clreat Britain or of any of Her Majesty's pos

"sessions in South Africa.
"

Clearly, then, unless the British Government j;ave their decision

sooner, v/t nuiulhs »H.<t i lapse aS\.f\ \ treaty wa-i made before it cotild ^o

into eflfect.

But what did the Hoers do i" The Convention was ratified liv the

Volksraad August S, iS>S(, and b\' September Kith following the Boers

had made a treaty with natives and tlie President had issued a procUima-

tion upon the strength thereof, (^n May 9th, i8<)i), the Transvaal State

Secretary attempted to justify this action in the lollowing remarkable

language:
"That Article gave the right to conclude treaties with

"any native race to the east or west ot the Kspublic. snhjd't

"fo the asseti/ of Her Majesty, ai when lit'' Majestv 's Gov-

"ernmeiU raistd objection to the approval of tha* agreement

"the proclamation :cas hitlulni:, >t.^'

To suppose for a moment that these cunnin>j Boers did not

appreciate the great difference between pni<ioic\ assin; and sub cqucut

objection would be preposterous.

At the Bloemfontein Conference President Kiuger ask^ 1 Sir

Alfred Milner the meaning of England's military preparations in South

Africa, in reply to which Sit Alfred said that they appei.red insigniiicant

by comparison with those of the Transvaal. The crafty Kiuger's

answer was as follo'vs:

"It pleases me very much to Jiear what His Mxcel-

"lency said, but I would like to give him a correct idea

"with regard to his statement that the Afrikanders are

"being armed. Your Excellency knows thai when the

"State was first founded the .\.f! ikar.clers were .J.way

.

"armed, but that they gradually hecaine neglectful therein,

"and when a commando had to be called up against the

"Kaffirs we found very many were not armed, while many
"oi those who had arms had old guns, and you can easily

"imagine that when one was seivedwith a new gnu they

"all wanted one."

And 110:0 they boa.sf tliot they hazr f'oitr ii^ood '.r'oix lor erc/y iinvi

.

and of ho7f e/rvcrly they s^ot ihcm into the country, :oith plenty of the lineal

artillery in the world, withoit- onrjinding it out.


