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Question. Your last answor having inaJe me (rt foe?

T.iorotliiia ever serious oil this .".uljjfct, I jun ciesimns (,i

ka )vvii)i^, whetlier hy iwt hsivinf? OLir cluldieii b»|)ti/,ed Me
tlo not oiulanger their walvatioi) ?

Answer, Certainly not: lor tlio '' lUfle dtUlren yvhivl

wore brought to our Lord in the days of hin fif'.-.h h;j.! not
hoen baptized: and we uuxy he stue the Saviour Uiww t!u'v

had not, when he said, " ISutler the little chiMren to coml'.

unto ine, and forbid thein not : for of such is tlie kinnrdoiu
of heaven. >'—Mark 1 a, M '-And he took them up in

his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them,''

v»'ithout baptizing them himself, or telling any mie else to

lo it
; ver. 16. which uuikes it appear cvid'/^nt, (hat it is

not ba|)tizing a child, thatmak>€s it fit for Christ to receive
it. If infants, or others, die, who were never capable of

o.xcrcising faith in the merits of the Redeemer, we can
liave no room to doubt of their salvation, so lonjr as it i-;

wri'ten, ' Tho Wood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us" from all

fin.' I.John 1. 7. To suppose that the "kingdom of

heaveix" is shut against children, till a little water has
been sprinkled on their faces, is to deny the Savioar'^s de-
claration, " Of such is the hingdom of heaven." And ha-

ving no scripture to inform me upon this subject, I am at

a loss to know
; what part of the performance it is, that

can open heaven to the ciiild, if it was once locked a-

gainst it. Unless I may be allowed to suppose, that when
the minister puts his fingprs into the bowl, that may bo

considered as putting tiie key into the lock, and the turn-

ing his wet fingers on the child's face as the turning of the

key, while at the naming of the child the door flies open.

75aptism was designed for believers in Christ, as an out-

loard sign of an inward change : and, reason and scripture

botli- prove that inAints are not capable of believing what
they are utterly incap'ible of understanding. Horn. 10. 17.

ileb. 11.1.

Question. If this be admitted, what must we do for

cur children ?

Answer. Do all that God has required you to do for them;
hut never do what he has not required. Endeavour all that

in you lies, both by precept and example, to bring them up
ill the nurture aud admonition of the Lord.—See Kph. 6.

1. TeuGh tlicm as early us posaibie to know themselves,
their ignorance, hoiplessness, g'Hlt and depravity. To
know God, hi'' ^ *ure, attributes, and the relatione iu
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