
i
80

j^)Ciiuitte(l lo wave, noAv struggling lor existence, bfe-

neath his iron grasp.

Permit the Legislature of this Commonwea]tl>,
whose citizens liave been ever zealous, in the cause ol*

freedom, and who contributed their utmost efforts, for

ihe adoption of that constitution, under which,in former
times, we enjoyed so much prosperity, most respectful-

ly, but earnestly, to entreat and conjure, the constitut-

ed authorities of the nation, by the regard due to our
liberiies, to our union, to i,ur civil compact, already in-

fringed—to pause before it be too late. Let the sober,

considerate, and honorable Representatives of our sis-

ter States, in which different councils prevj'il, ask
themselves,

Were not the territories of the United States suffi-

ciejitly extensive, before the annexation of Louisiana,
the projected reduction of Canada, and seizure of
West Florida?

Had we not millions upon millions of acres of un-
tuliivatcd wilderness, scarcely explored, by civilized

nuiii ?

Could Ihese accjuisilions be held, as conquered pro
\ luces, without powerful stnndiug armies? and would
iluy not, like other infant colonies, serve as perpetual
drains, of the blood and t'Tasure of Ihese United States ?

Or is itseriou^ly iulended,toadopi, the dangerous project
of f<»rming them iut(» new States, andadmitling them
inlo the Union, williout the express consent of everv
member of Ihe original c(mfederaey? M^nild not suHi
a measure have a direct tendeu'-y to destroy tli(« obliga
lionsof Ihatcompacl, by which alone our union is main
l-'iiued ? ,

Already have wv A\ilncssed the fornuilion and ad
mission of one Stale, Ijeyond llie territorial Kmits of
Ihe \Jm\vi\ Stales, jind Ibis too, in opposition to the
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