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as they do with the use of irrigation in Utah, while the

native soil, everywhere covered with fern and annual

flowers, provokes the farmer to the cultivation of the

potato and other esculent roots. What acquaintance I

have made with the adventurous miners, descending

the Columbia river, satisfies me, that if it were possible

for the laborer to fail in other occupations, he would,

even in that case, find an abundant reward in the gold

deposits of the mountains. The useful metals and

minerals abound everywhere, while a vast hydraulic

power, invaluable under all circumstances and indis-

pensable in new communities, is distributed throughout

all parts of the State. I know, indeed, that the pres-

ent dwellers in California and Washington think that

they possess forest, agricultural, and manufacturing ad-

vantages and resources commensurate with the future

which they anticipate. My own observation of the

ever-increasing exigencies of New York, Philadelphia,

Baltimore, and Boston—Paris, Liverpool, and London

—

is conclusive with me upon the subject. The territo-

rial lines which divide one political jurisdiction into

distinct States not unnaiurally tend to circumscribe and

confuse our ideas of the future of each of the several

States. No one would be satisfied with the prospect ol

Oregon if it were included within the political juris-

diction of California, and if it had contiiuied to retain

the shores of Puget Sound. It is hardly necessary to

say, on the other hand, that the political subdivision uf

the region tends not to diminish, but to magnify, the

prosperity of every part.

Such is the future which I argue for the State of

Oregon. This destiny, of course, exacts, just as the

future of every part of the United States always does,

an increase of the population and capital. I regard


