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what you take for u«glect was but a oompliment to' your intelli-

gence. The characters with which I dealt were for the most part

furnished me by history. The few of my own creation were ex-

clusively heathen, and of them, except the lord Maxtla and Xoli^

the Chaloan, disposition is made in one part or another of the story.

The two survivors named, it is to be supposed, were submerged in

the ruin that fell upon the country after the conquest was iinally

completed. The other personages being real, for perfect satisfaction

as to them, permit me, with the profoundest respect, to refer you
to your histories again."

The translator has nothing to add to the explanation except brief

mention that the king Cuitlahua's reign lasted but two months in

all. The small-pox, which desolated the city and valley, and con-
tributed, more than any other cause, to the ultimate overthrow of

the empire, sent him to the tombs of Ohapultepec. Guatamozin
then took the vacant throne, and as king exemplified still further
the qualities which had made him already the idol of his people
and the hero of his race. Some time also, but whether before or
after his coronation we are not told, he married the noble Tula,

—

an event which will leave the readers of the excellent Don Fernando
in doubt whether Mualox, the paba, was not more prophet than
monomaniac.

Thk End.
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