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chipl:^'" ^"^ ''"-* ^4^'^ Kep,'inicnt. On the return of penv e 1r meompaniod those

of lii^ I'C'imIc who liai' joined tlie Koyal Standard to Canada, and held Ids

fint I'rcsli'vlerian service in Montreal (ju the I2th March. 17S6. In the fol-

lowing vear In- took up his resilience at \\ iiliam^town, (ilenijarry, wliere he

lived I'M- -^oiiie years. t!if llrst and only ndnister of the Scotch ( iuirch in Ipper

Canada. 1 U' ori^anj/id the congre^i^alion of Cornwall. Lancaster, Martinlown,

WUiiani4own and rharloticnliur.Lj.

Ij i^ aluio-t certain. thoU},di there are no written records of the fact, that

litres whence a, wir. Betlunie. Mr. Spaik of (Juehec, who had lirst assisted ;ind then succeeded

ns that are lun Mr! IIcmi v in that city, and Mr. Voung of Montreal constituted in I7i)_^ the

.s large portion Preibytety of Montreal, just one year before the meeting already referred tr)

in RolnrlMarshair.s barn. This Presbytery pcrishid "by unfi)rtunate cir-

cumitanccs." leaving no written record, but out of its .T-hes .nrose in iSoj

CI Tresbytcry of Montreal, consisting of two ministers, Kcv. John

nc. (ficngarry, and Rev, Alexander S|).irl<. (Quebec, with three ciders,

wMOn li' Id its »ir>t meeting on iht; 17th Septend)er of that year. In 1S08

airired the Kev. William Smart, ami comi'ienced latiours in lirockville in

181^, carrving to-day tlie 'lononrable distinction of having fo.nied in 1S17 the

firft J'.iMc'Society in ("an • la, in iSlS the lirst .Missionary Society, and in 1S20

tht first keligious Tract ociety.

• KOIll.kl MCDOWAI.I..

'^4. I'l^t five years nfter tin- formation of the Presbytery at ]\TontreaI the Rev.

ommon "ground, Rdfert McDowall entered \Ve>iern Canada by uay of Niagara from Albany ;

rst colonial uni'! t>tU$^is story we can give in his own words, in a iniper given by him at its

va Scotia save reflMe-i to the I'rcsbyiery of Kingston in 1S39.
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tl o "f'"' '"'"' I'rot('>f;tiit sutt.ltTs of I'lipi.T C.TiKila ucn; ,\nii'tirun l.ovalists, wlio jdinod
lokc a^,aMi uie \.

tj,|(j,,y;il Aimv cliiriii- thf Itovulcti.iiiu-y War. .M;iiiy nt 1I1..111 ii:ul li'veil, uiiilf in tlioir

)yterian churclu ,,ijH^,,',,iiiry, (|i'.;titiitL' of ;_'msi»oI <>iHliii;iiii'i's, ami wiiilu in tin; voyul siTviec tlicy injoycfl

'ova Scotia and loif.or no i;o>iiol priviloirfs. Ailor the I'onchi.^ion of Mio war tlicy settled liere in a vast

Uiwiwlci'n wllilLrii«.'--s, whore tliey lived several \ears in ;.:rfat |>ri\ation, and \\it!iont a
prMtBicr of tlir '.'o<i)el. Tlioy were nf Kn^lisli, Seotuii, iri-h, (Jcrniaii, Low Duti'li and
othtToriirius, and professed to tic; of t lie (Jerniin Kefornied, Lntlieran, Itelornied Dutch
Church, I'lolistcrian, Baptist, Kpiscop:il an, and Scotch Secoders :in'l otiier dcnoininatioiis.

Soin« I'l-eshytcrians of different oriuin-- in the eounlie^ of hennos and .\<ldin_aon, in the
Midknd District, sent a petition to the Chnroli of Scotland for a minister, to which they
reoitved no answer. They then turned their attention to the I'idted States for a supply of

piMOhinu'' ; and in eoniplinnec with earnest solicitations sent, from settlements hoth in Lower
if r)ucl)ec, the ! indl'pt'>«'r <'anada to the (lasses of the tiefornied Dutch Church in the City of Alhany,

nniu' ( orcrnni/p ^**^ "' '^''" ^"^'^, I ^^""^ ^cnt 1)V that Churcii on a .Mission in the year 17!»S to hoth Prov-
nqucsi, orgdiii/X' ^^ j received a call from the c.in.,'re.;ations which I nr^'anized in the townships of

5nHsttc-wn, Frederiekshu'%;, and .\dolpiisti>wn, and settled anionu' them. Di these town-
le key." 'MP" to;.'efher with ftichinond ;ind ('amden, I spent most ftf my time, I also occa^iipiially

vears to minist'' JWe'lt I easterly '.»S miles down the river St. Lawrence, till ahout the yeyr 1-ill, when
'.

'

, ,
' IjB| received in that cxtremitv of inv labors a minister from a Missionarv Societ\' in Knjj-

ll|) on the snou 1 1^(1 ,„.^,s,„ne the llev. Mr.'Smart, late of Rrockvillc.) I also travr lied once a year Ie6
we>t to Toronto and Now Market till about the year 1S1!1, when a secodinsr minister
the United States settled in that distant part of the Lord's vineyard. The whole dis-

01 my labors wa •JS'i miles. In this exi.ent of country tliere were then three niinis-

_ if the Churcli of Knu'laud, two Luther in iinrl four H;iptisl, minister-, be-ides several
f*|ho'list i>re;ichors laborin;;- anion;; the inh.'iliil ui' v My observation- nt -evcral town-
ht|^ where t\w inh.'ibitauts have loii„' enjoved tlie labors of any of our luinisters, iiave im-

fd on my mind the belief tli.it h.id there be n at th it cai-iy period, a ,-;i!Hc'ent supply
inistors of our church, we should have ;,'rt?.itlyontmuubijreil any other denomination

;

ery probably our country would have escaped the pre-ent troubles, lived In comparative
I and the uovernmeiit kept from ;.4-reat exjiense, (alludiii;,' *o the troubles cunnected
the rebellion in Isi.'i".)

iany of these iieople had lou'j; lived in their native country, aftorwiird in the army,
1 tlie early settlement of this cuuntry without the preached y:ospel, con.seipieiitly but

became /rr*'. 'I
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