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bn preserved by such a system of government as they now possess under

the protecting influence of the imperial state, and were they to-morrow to

find themselves in the ranks of the United States, their position would, in

all probability, become eventually like that of their compatriots in Louisi-

ana—interesting from the point of view of the antiquarian and the student

of human life, b 't insignificant from a political or national aspect. At times,

when the French Canadians press their national prejudices to extremes, a

spirit of antagonism is at once evoked between them and the English classes,

but the unfortunate state of things that existed before 1837 no longer

shows itself with its original intensity, and whatever jealousies and rival-

ries break out now and then above the surface are sooner or later carried

away by the current of sound public opinion, anxious for the harmony of

all classes and creeds, and only solicitous for the safe working of the Union.

A certain rivalry will always exist between the two nationalities, but as

long as moderate and conciliatory counsels prevail, it will be, let us hope,

the rivalry of peoples animated by the same patriotic impulses, and engaged

in the same great work of building up a new nation on this continent. At
all events, a great deal has been gained since 1837, in the direction of creat-

ing a friendly and harmonious feeling between the distinct races, who, at

one time in their history, seemed on the point of engaging in an internecine

conflict like that which convulsetl the North and South for years.

In the preceding view it has been the object of the writer to refer only

to those salient features of the development of Canada which stand out in

remarkable contrast with the state of things in 1837, and to point out how
much reason Canadians have for congratulating themselves on the events

of a reign in which they have laid the foundations of their happiness and
pre ^perity as one of the great communities which make up the empire.

It is not within the scope of this paper to point out the shadows that may
obscure the panorama as it unfolds itself to us. It would be strange if, in

the government of a country like Canada, many mistakes have not been
made, or if there were not many difficulties in store for the youthful con-

federation. Mr. Goldwin Smith, from time to time, has been disposed to

perform the par: of the Greek chorus to the gloomy predictions of the
enemies and lukewarm friends of the confederation, but Canadians will

hardly allow themselves to be influenced by purely pessimistic utterances

in the face of the difficulties that they have hitherto so successfully encoun-
tered, and of the courage and hopes that animate them for the future.

For .1 century pnd a half the French Canadians fought and bled for their

country, they had to face famine and savages, war with the British, and, what
was worse, the neglect and indifference of the parent state at the most


