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goes on the fuppofition, that when, by a declaration of

hoftUities, they had robbed the Dutch of feme millions

fterling, (and to rob them was popular) they could

make peace with them again whenever they pleafed,

and on almoil any terms the Britifli Miniftry fliould

propofe. And no fooner was the plundering commit-

ted, than the accomodation was fet on foot, and failed.

When once the mind lofes the fenfe of its own
dignity, it lofes, likewifc, the ability of judging of it

in another. And the American war has thrown Bri-

tain into fuch a variety of abfurd fituations, that, ar-

guing from herfelf, ihe fees not in what condu6l na-

tional dignity confifls in other countries. From Holland

fhe expedled duplicity and fubmiflion, and this miftake

arofe from her having adled, in a number of inftances

during the prefent war, the fame charadler herfelf.

To be allied to, or connefled with Britain, feems to

be an unfafe and impolitic fituation. Holland and

America are inftances of the reality of this remark.

Make thofe countries the allies of France or Spain,

and Britain will court them with civility, and treat

them with rcfpedl ; make them her own allies, and ihe

will infult and plunder them. In the firfl cafe, ihe

feels fome apprehenfions at offending them, becaufc

they have fupport at liand ; in the latter, thofe appre-

henfions do not exift. Such, however, has hitherto

been her conduct.

Another meafure which has taken place fmcc the

publication of the Abbe's work, and likewife fmce the

time of my beginning this letter, is the change in the

Britifti miniftry. What line the new cabinet will pur-
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