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If the national expence, were reduced within rea-

fonable bounds, a great part of the public debt,

might, in nme of peace, be paid off in a few

yeai L • • fa";htul application of the Sinking

F " 'd. "i e whole of the taxes neceflary to be le-

vied, might then be eafily thrown, upon a few ar-

ticles of luxury, and every oppreflion upon the in-

duftry of the people, by taxes on the neceflaries of

life, might be entirely removed.

The articles of tea, fugar, and tobacco, if fub-

jefted to excife, inftead of cuftoms, would of them-

fclves, raife a very large fum, without any obftruc-

tion to induftry—and cofFce and chocolate would

require to be taxed, in fome degree, to fupport

the tea duty.

• Wine and fpirits, are proper objefts of taxation ;

and the duty on wine, would be greatly increafed,

by being excifed, as there is little doubt, that at

lead one- third of the prefent confumption, is

brewed at home.

Beer, though not abfolutely a neceflary of life,

has become lb in a degree, from the habits and

manners of the people. It is, however, a proper

objed: of taxation ; and if all other oppreflive taxes

v;ere removed, and the whole of the prefent taxes

on beer, were annually impofed upon malt, inftead

of being levied, on the other ftages of the manu-

faflure, it would diftribute the burden more

equally, and would even raife more money after

lowering the tax ; for I am perfuaded, that in-

ftead of about 24 J. or 25 J. per quarter, which

rr.ay be reckoned the amount of all the prefent du-

ties


