
T
Affair of the highcft Importance to Mankind, and theretore

firft given in Charge to his Apofllcs by the Son of GoJ, when
He commanded them to Go, Teach, and B<ipti{e all Nations

in the Name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Gholf ;

' So hath ii been the chief Care of ApoJioUcal Men in all Ages downwards,
to execute that Cotnmijfton for the Good of Souls, and the Honour qf
iheir BlelTed Redeemer.
How the Primitive Preachers of the Gofpcl fuccceJcd in the Difcharg*^ of

their great Truft in the earlier Days of Chnftiar-ty, we have a glorious

Account in the facrcd Writings, where we fiid, that whilft they were
auSted by one and thi fame Spirit^ the Gofpel was wonderfully propagated

f
^by them

J 'twas no foorter rifen, but, like the Sun its Emblcir, it (hone forth
''^ eVcn upon the remoteft Parts of the then known World, giving Lifjjt to

them which fate in Darkpefi, And in the Shadow of Death. But it under-

went in after-limes frequent Ecliffes, and fuffer'd ftrange Ucclerfions thro'

the Corruptions and Diflentions of thofe that fuccceded in the later Ages

:

And 'tis a very melancholy thing to rcfle<5t, how our molt Holy Religion,

which in Fifty Days after the Rcfurrcdlion of our Lord, was prod ined

I at J<:rufalem to Men of all the Nations, and in itll the Ln/i^tia^es under

"Heaven
-y doth now at move than Fifteen Hundred Yeais diltaiitc, thro'

I the prevailing Influences of Judaifm, Mahometanifin, and Pn^^anifm, bear

I
no larger a Proportion to ihofe other Profeirions than that of V. to XXV.

I No more than which is allow'd it by the moft aicnrarc Coiiiputarion in its

I utmoll Latitude, as it loirprchcnds the E'lficm, the L.itin, and the Pro-

li teftaut Communions at this Day.

H To recover the Ground loft, and for the better prninnting the De-
I 'fign of the Gofpel, in reducing all Denotuinations to o>:e Fold, whether

H Jevps or Gentiles, there have been many and zealous Atrcmrts for the

II "Converfion of Infidels in thcfc iifl tiinrs'

H 2 The Church (f I^me, \\\\^>k EniifDrics compafs Sea nnd Land to gain

I rrolelytc!,, boafts much of her SfoiifJ), Portu^ucfe, Fnich, nnd fcveral other

I MifHonsi by which it muR be coi tcfs'd, that tlie Name at. J ProfefTion of

B Chriitianiiy hath indeed brtc. •nlargcd, yet not without Irdi i^rols Cor.
Bl'uptiens as very cmincnr Pciini-.s amor.p tlicmlt-lvcs h.wc dcrer\cdly com-
Iplaihcd of, wiiillt the Reformed Clunthcs ot Ih.'l.itul, Swredoi, Denmark^
I fee. have done more, though with Id's Pomp, and i:nacr fir lei's happy

H Opportunities.

I
;

England, wc muft i.onfcf.s hath been too much wanting an.! negligent in

I (his great Concern, from whom moir might have been eypcdtcd, as on-

joying more ot the Ipccia! Favours of God, under a ilcarcr Li.^ht of rlic

BCoipel than m.uiy other Nati ins ; but the Concuricnce of lome un!iap-

{•y
Circiimftarccs under wliich we h.wc long laboured, haih obdruCted

he willing Eridcavonrs ot' many able and piouh Perfons, vvho would
{leartily have come into thi« Evangelical Work ^ But this noble De-
ign feiui'd, by the I'pccial P.ovi.'.cnce of God, to bo icCcrvcd tor fo

B^*vourab!e a Sii.ilcri, wla'ii inauy other />/(>«« iudcharitallc \V( rks .trc car-

B i"ying en in thiv Kirgdom.
B "fwas during tlicRcicn of King Ullliam Ill.ihal this glcricus Deftgn,

B for advanciv.g tl-.c Kingdom ot ;!ic Blrjfcdje/i: abroad, w.'s fiilt etfcdually

B ^t en f..ot ; Who v .!.s to I'oor.ci informed by lome whole bL'arrs God had

B llirr'd up for this cxtraordin.irv Undertaking, Cljnt tn ntanj' of our ^Ifitti

B Wttoiic, Colontcc .rit) ^r.utOMcc bcv^nn t^« ft):no, the piotoidan fo: fl^ts

B Mftct') iras \}civ iiiCnTi : ano nianv others of our ^Lmrarioii*;^ Colonics
B vin iFacto iro tr-ic m'lollj' tdttruf anyt unpioVjjDtu of a tl^.iiutcriAHCc

H'foi ^(luiTcrsniQ the )2iubltr'd :<l<o:n)tp of<6oD; anDtl),ufo; (ac:i cf ifetip-

Hi|K);t auD lO^'^niiuctiAnc; fo? ftic^, maup ttantcot^ ^Dmtntftvaticn of ^oVb
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