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much rcfcmblc thofc of the ng-trec. The fruit is not

unlike the cantaloupe melon : it is iiiclofcd in a thin

Ikin, and its core is as large as a man's thumb. The
fubftance of this fruit is fomcwhat like that of new

bread, and as white as the blanched almond. It mull

be roaftcd, and when eaten it has the taftc of a (light

fwcctnefs.

Among thofc who came on board the Endeavour,

was an elderly man, named Owhaw, known to Mr.

Gore and others who had vifited this idand with cap-

tain Wallis. Owhaw being conlidered by our gentle-

men as a very ufeful man, they ftudied to plcafe him,

and to gratify all his w ifhes. As our continuance in

George's Ifland was not likely to be very Ihort, certain

rules were drawn up to be obfervcd by every pcrfon on

board his majefty's bark the Kndeavour, for the better

cftablifhing a regular trade with the natives. The fub-

llancc of tnefe rules were, " That in order to prevent

quarrels and confuiion, every one of the (hip's crew

ihouUi endeavour to treat the inhabitants of Otaheite

with humanity, and by all fair means to cultivate a

friendlhip with them. That no officer, feaman, or

other perfon, belongmg to the (hip, excepting fuch

only who were appointed to barter with the natives,

{hould trade, or offer to trade, for any kinds of provi-

fion, fruit, or other produce of the ifland, without hav-

ing exprcfs leave fo to do. That no pcrfon (hould em-
bezzle, trade, or offer to trade with any part of the

(hips flores: and, that no fort of iron, or any thing

made of iron, nor any fort of cloth, or other ufeful ar-

ticles in the (liip, fliould be given in exchange for any

thing but provifion." Thefe neceffary rules were fign-

ed by Capt. Cook, and, being his orders, to the non-

obfervancc of them \vcre annexed certain penalties,

befidcs the punilhment according to the ufual cuflom

of the navy.

When the bark was properly fecurcd, Capt. Cook,

Mr. Batiks, and Dr. Solander, went on (I'.ore, with a

party under arms, and their friend the old Indian.

I'hcy were received by fome hundreds of the nativci

with awe and reverence, w ho exchanged the tokens of

peace, and offered to conduiit them to a fjwt ofground,

which would be more convenient for them to occupy,

than that where they had landed. On their way, the

Knglilh made the Indians fome prefents, whicli the

latter very thankfully received. They now took a cir-

cuit of ab<5ut four miles through groves of the bread-

fruit and cocoa-trees. Intermingled with thefe were

the dwellings of the natives, which confifted of huts

without walls. In the courfe of their journey they

found but few fowls or hogs, and underlViK)tl, thai none
of their conduiflors, nor any of the people they had
hitherto feen, were jierfons of rank in the illand.

Thofc of our crew, who had before been at Otaheite in

the Dolphin, were likewife of opinion, that the queen's

rel'.dence had been removed, as no traces of it were now
to be difcovered.

Next day, in the morning, before they could leave

the lliip, feveral canoes came about her filled with peo-

ple, wnofc drefs denoted them to be of the fuperior

clafs. Two of thefe came on board, and each of^them

tixcd upon a friend: one of them chofe Mr. Banks,

and the otherCaptain Cook. The ceremonials confilted

of taking olT their doaths in great part, and putting

them upon their adopted friends. This compliment
was returned by our gentlemen piefenting them with

Ibme trinkets. They then made iigns for their new
friends to go with them to the place of their abode ; and
the latter being defirous of being acquainted with the

people, and finding out a more convenient harbour,

accepted the invitation, and went with them, accom-
panied by Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, Captain Cook,
and others. We all landed in two boats at the dillance

of about three miles, among a great number of the na-
tives, who conducted us to a large habitation, where
we were introduced to a middle-aged man, named
Toot;ihah. When we were fcated, he prefented to

Mr. Banks a iock, a hen, and a piece of perfumed
cloth, which compliment was letuined by a prcfent

from Mr. Banks. We \ieie then condm-ied to fever.il

other large dwelliii<;!;, wherein we walked about with
great freedom. The ladiis fo far fiom Ihunning,
mvited, and even pied'ed us to be ItMted. By Ire-

qucntly pointing to the mats up(jn the ground, and
fometimes drawing us down U|)on them, we had no
doubt of their being lefs jealous of obfervation than
we were ; but the huts that are ail o|)en, except a roof,

afforded no place of requKite retiiemcnr. Walking;
afterwards along the Ihore, we met, a ((Miipaniid by
a great number of natives, another chief named 'I'u-

bourai Tamaidc, with wiiom wc fettled a treaty of
peace, in the manner before defcribed. 'i'his chief
gave us to undcrfhind, that he had provifions at our
icrvicc, if wc chofe to cat, which he produceil, and
we dined heartily upon bread-fruit, plantains, and
fifh. During this vifu, Tomio, the chiefs wife, placed
herfclf upon the fame mat with Mr. Banks dole by
him ; but as (he was not young, nor a[)peared ever

to have poiFeffed many charms, this gentleman paid
little attention to herj and Tomio received an addi-

tional mortification, when Mr. Banks beckoned to a
pretty girl, who, with fome rcludancc, caine and
placed herfelf by him. The princefs was fomcwhat
chagrined at this preference given to her rival; never-
thelefs (he continued her alTiiiuitics to her guefl. This
whinifical fccne was interrupied by an event of a more
ferious nature; Dr. Solander having milled his opera
glafs, a complaint was made to the chi/l) uliith inter-

rupted the convivial party. The complaint was inforced

by Mr. Banks's llarting up and (biking the butt-end of
his mufquet againft thcgiouiul, whi ;h (Iruck the In-
dians with fuch a panic thp.c all of them ran jnc-ipi-

tately out of the houfe, except the chief and a (lw
others of the fuperior cla!";. That no tlifadvaiu.'gcous

notions might be entertained of them on account of
this circumftance, the chief obferved, with an air of
great probity. That the place which the Doctor had
mentioned on this occafion, was not w ithin his dillridi",

but that he would fend to the chief of it, and endea-
vour to recover it, adding, that if this could not be
done, he would make the Dodtor compcnfat;on, by
giving him as much new cloth, (of which he
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large quantities) as (hould bethought equal to tiu- va-
lue. I'he cafe however was brought in a little time,

and the glafs itfelf foon after, which deprived us of
the merit wc (hould othcrwife have had in refulin<'-

the cloth which had been oH'ercd us. But it afforded
an opportunity of convincing the natives of our gene-
rolity, by lavilhing rewards upon them for an action,

to which iVh-intereft had been the motive, rather than

any fentiment of probity ; to which, from numerous
tranfaclions, they appeared to ' e abfolutcly llranj^ers.

After this adventure was amicably terminated, we re-

turned to the (hip about lix o'clock in the evening. On
S.aturday the 15th, in the morning, feveral oi the
chiefs, one of whom was very cor[)ulent, came on
board from the other point, bringing with them iiogs,

bread-fruit, and other refrefliments, in exchange (or

which they received linen, beads, and other trinkets;

but fome of them took the liberty of dealing die
lightening chain. This day the captain, attended by
Mr. Banks, and fome of the other gentlemen, went on
diore to (ix on a proper fpot to erect: a fort for their de-
fence, during their (lay on the idand, and the ground
was accordingly marked out for that puipofe ; a great
number of the natives looking on all the while, and be-
having in themofl: peaceable and friendly manner.

Mr. Banks and his friends having feen few hog^ and
poultrj' in their walks, they fufpcfted that they had
been driven up the country; for which reafon they
determined to penetrate into the woods, the tent be-
ing guarded by a petty officer and a party of marines.

On this cxcurlion feveral of the natives accompanied
the Englilh. While the party v.cic on their march
they were alarmed by the difchi.rge of two pieces firod

by the guard of the tent. Owhaw having now called

together the captain's party, difptrfed dl the Indians,

except three, who in token of their hdelity broke

branches


