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abstain from prnpoffmls which she miKht otherwise

make; and tnitjhi render Iier more haughty in her

demands. If a t/euiy should be made, I would de-

cide upon my v (e when it should be submitted to

this body. I w il not cvc.i say for what boundary
I may vote.

If, by chance, .ipinionsrtre expressed in this body
favorable to the irotensioi i of England, and in fur-

therance of h«!r /iews, it < tight induce her to with-

hold an ofl'er of jttiemenl vhicli she maybe ready

to tender, nnd t us prcvci.l the very object which
we desire. Sh ; will n ver be prepared to take

less than we ar prepareJ to concede; and opin-

ions favorable to lier pretensions will not be

likely to lessen lurdomam's. However, this I will

say, that I nevrt could Ci. nsent to the proposition

made by Mr. G llatin—to the boundary of the par-

allel of 49^, wii I the na\i;i;ation of the Columbia
river accorded t> England. Rather ihan vote for

such a propositii'O, I would resign my place in the

Senate. 1 am li (I lo this ilsterininution for the rea-

sons already st' i;d.

If the countr is to be divided by an ideal line,

the sooner it i done thf better. But I apprehend

if it should be d le the evil will he felt by our chil-

dren's children; and I an fearful that whatever is

now done to cfUct that cbject will be but patch-

work of the ditli .ulty, ami will inevitably lead to a

rupture at sonir ''iture day.

I believe if th s controvt. ray ia susceptible of satis-

factory adjustmnit, the prisent measure will attain

that object; and lam free to confess that in giving

my vole for th>^ notice I would prefer, if it could

be done, to take i . in its most simple form without

any qualification v/hatever. To what does the pro-

viso amount? It is probably intended by some that

it should be understood !)y Great Britain to mean
1)0 barrier to ne^^otiation. I would leave that to be

inferred, though I think it manifest. 1 would not

state it in advane of the njtice, as if it were placed

there under the iiitluence oi' fear. Has England ever

adopted such a cnurae?—or is America to set such an

example? 1 would give tlie notice respectfully and

with the utmost decorum, but I would leave its

qcaliiicLiiioi), if uny, with the Executive. I would

not trammel the President ; I would not have the

head of this nation manacled; 1 would leave him

free, because he is responsible to the American peo-

ple, and his acts to the revision of this body. Let

him be left free >j conduc the negotiation, for we
have nothing to do with treaty making. We have

the power of ratification or rejection. The Presi-

dent alone is chcrged by the constitution with ncgo-

tiatioiisand interiMtional correspondence. He knows
the course and progress of each, foi they are con-

ducted under hi? lirection. When he has perform-

ed what he belie ,'s to be hij duly, the power then

results to the S^iate to approve or dissent from his

action. But we have no power to mould a treaty,

or to direct the President on what terms he shall,

or shall not, treaf. Therefore I would consider it

disrespectful to him to attach any qualification to

the notice. No co-ordinate branch of the govern-

ment can take so clear and comprehensive a view of

the whole ground as can tl;e Executive. The Con-
gress is iti sessioi. temporarily; he is perpetually prfs-

ent at the seat of government, ready to watch the

public imeresta ns they change. We remain here

but a few monthL and then return to private life; but

the Executive is constantly present '.vatching every

emergency. Wq should therefore leave him not

•nly unetnbanaised, but uninfluenced.

Allusion has been made to the iubject of the r.iF"?^"
,7"?J

gotiations between the United States and Texd'g '^^^'.
"

and claiming some little identity with these transa j
*"..

tions, 1 may have a right to correct any errors th « ' i .

'

'

may exist on this subject before they are rc<"-eived ^P) "r i'
.

history by the public mind. They were interestii" /'^'^,
'
" '

then, and it may bo that they are so still. Thercfo^y ^'|

I will endeavor here to give some account of t^t ''"^r. , i." OKen f)f 111 K

liO'eil, nnl
projjress of events ns they ocrurred.

The authorities of Texas in IS'Mi proposed
"""^^jTo'ipiiiTes' '\,

tion to the Union of the United Slates. This wU'! „,•'"' '

,

done in obedience to the express will of the P^o, • pr,,

of that country, and after the fullest expression _.;„„•
'

.

*;

"

.1 » -11 1 1 1 mi .• naericaii pen
that wil had been given. The proposition was r I „, • .'.

.11 .1 •
. 1 I .1 1 9 serioiiH i

)ect> d by this government, though the ''•'""'^s
anient lest

Texas continued the application fur a consideraL
j^^ dpHirna

length of time; until, finding there was no ^i"pc li.p,] ptT,.(.f'

admission, the executive of Texas ordered the wit _ ,„,„ „,;,'i'
, ,

.'
1 ... . , .ifl was niaue

drawal of the proposition for annexation. In tl^^^
^ ^^^^^^^

mean time the independence of Texas had been r^ i
^^^^^^ ^j^^

cognised by the United States. In Decembejjjjgp^,j|.|j.g,j

1838, when a. new administration came into P^we^^pj
^^^^^ j

the Executive, in his inaugual address, ^iBnounci^jjiipg
|.j

tne measure of annexation, and it was not ""evivi^gg,^!."
^^^^

for three years, nor were any measures taken for ijLfthat Tes
eflfectuation. During this time a treaty was negSt some ot
tirtted between England and Texas, in which lhe'""Xmistancc3
proirered to give five millions of dollars to Englnijj|g.

^^^^ jj-

^

if she would eunrantee the recognition of the '"'Ijfcice to the 1

pendence of Texas by Mexico. England did r\'^ ^'^^ ^^' <

succeed; but the misfortunes of Texas accutnulat(^]jj^j ^^J
to an extent which I will not here describe. (Sjnited Sta

In December, 1841, that administration expirei|k
hj,j jjgco

and a new one commenced. The first leading ^^ci
Hj^j^gj^^g ^^

the new administration was to appoint a minister
j^^ them to

the government of the United States, with '"s'>'"
•^ell calcula

tions to sound it on ihe subject of annexation; and England in
it met with a favorable reception, that negoliatioi^lig

^j^g^ ^
should be immediately opened. The minister (Mgj|j^g„(,p,j

y,
Riley) hastened to present the subject to the consi.^ found the
eration of this government. It was received wii^_ The ins
out any indications of favor; and though somewh-k'jfj^^uj ^^
importunate in the discharge of his duty (f citizens p
the subject, he received no encouragement. ^je„ce bot
little was he gratified with the reception of the pr^itlfcrnment n
osition, that he asked, and obtained leave from li|ka(]. ^^ Ind
ffovernment, to return. His successor, Mr. Vi^ 'ready to i

Zandt, was then appointed, and referred to the ij^oard unde
siructiona of his

,
jdecesaor, by whicn he was ay^r^iQfQy,.

thorized to renew the proposition. He did r^^ jq jj^g i^^

new it, but soon ascertained from tho fespf" power and 1

with which it was met, that there was liti0nder thesf
or no hope of success. Not long afterwards, a pr^^^ved for £

clamation was issued by the Execu'ive of Texas f^^m ^g^g ^j^^

an armistice between Texas and Mexico. The Bt^ ^ygg (-oni

surance upon which it was founded was receivf^ ^nd more
through her Majesty's charge d'affairca, resident tjdrrency cor
Texas; nor did the Executive fail in that pr^ [yeen re.«t

clamation to allude to the kind offices of Englar||isg({ from
in the most friendly terms. Still, our minist^jy^ g^d jj,

had been unable to make progress towards openir ind'our int
negotiations whh the United States upon the Subje^ seaboard I

of annexation, and so advised the government. 4 respected
few weeks after the issuance of the proclamation ^gg in t^i

Mr. Van Zandt was directed by the Secretary |i p^rt of th
State of Texas to inform the government of tP -- •

United States that the proposition for annexatii)

was suspended, and that the subject was no Ion

open to discussion. In December then foliowini

the Executive of Texas, in submitting his annui

message, made no allusion to the subject of anne

tion; but took car* to remark frankly upon ce:

this Uniot
for annexe

y Texas,
overture v

er part as

4 towart


