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anybody has been guilty of it let him be brought to justice. But

it is time that people should know that to charge your fellow-

citizens, men in as good standing as yourself, with treason and

with trying to sell the country, without any proof of the fact, is

a social offence.

There has just been a meeting of Imperial Federationists,

of whose aspiration I desire to speak with all respect. The

object of Imperial Federationists is to make a great change in our

political relations. They seek to reverse the process of decen-

tralization which, apparently, in obedience to the dictate of

nature, has been going on for so many years, to take from Canada

a part of her self-government, and to place her again under the

authority of a central power. They fancy, indeed, that they can

have an Imperial Federation without detracting from colonial

self-government. But how could this be when each of the colonies

would be subject certainly to military assessments, and probably

to fiscal control ; for it is hardly possible to imagine a federation

with a multiplicity of tariffs, some of them hostile to others, as

those of the protectionist colonies now are to the mother coun-

try ? What the plan of the Imperial Federationists is remains a

mystery. They tell us not to ask them for a cut-and-dried

scheme. We do not ask for a scheme either cut or dried, but

only for one that shall be intelligible and a possible subject of

discussion. Readjustment of postage-rates is not confederation.

However, it lies not in their mouths to say that a proposal of

change must be disloyal. If they are at liberty to advocate cen-

tralization, " Canada First " was equally at liberty to advocate

independence. " Canada First," in its day, was denounced as

disloyal. I well recollect when you were told that to speak of

Canada as a nation, was treason. We have got beyond that

point, I suppose, since the National Polic}'^ is now the height of

loyalty. "Canada First" was started by Mr. W. A. Foster's

pamphlet before I settled here and I never belonged to the


