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existence as a single and independent realm, a multi-

plicity of connexions may be traced between the two

nations, numerous wars have been fought, and between

them long periods of peace and friendly terms have

existed ; bat the {oesence of this poweifal ndghbonr has

always continued to be an imminent danger to the small

country, sometimes bringing it near the verge of anni-

hilation, yet never succeeding in totally subjugating it.

However, perilous as the enmity of Germany has been,

we are taught by our history that its friendship in times

of peace has been still more pernicious. Its culture, its

arts, its industryhave penetrated Denmark by o. thousand

channels, not only serving to stimulate and fertilize, but

also to dislodge, scatter, and destroy native industries,

while numerous adventurers, spreading over the oountryi

have to a certain extent expelled the nativM from the

best posts antl the most lucrative business, and by intro-

ducing their own fashions and language have largely

contributed to the degeneration of our original

national culture and even to the deterioration of our very

language.

This peaceful invasion has often created political as

well as cultural dangers, affording to the native country

of the immigrants many excellent pretexts for meddling

with our home affairs. It is a matter of course that in

proportion as Denmark has been weak and Qormany

powerful, the greater has been the danger caused by

this interference, and it is highly aggravated by the

peculiar way in which Germans look upon themselves in

relation to other nations. A keen sense of patriotism

and a marked pride in the greatness of his nation are

innate in every good German, but by a Sjrstematio

trainii^; in the schools and throughout life those laudable

sentiments are overdeveloped to such a degree, that they


