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council does flot dispose of any public lands, Mr. OLIVER. Certainly nof, of the pub-
it does not relate to the disposition of any 1lic domnain of the Dominion.
public lands of the Dominion or of the pro- rR.LBRD .0ftepoic?
vince. The order lu council in question was MrR.L ODN Oftepoic?
a- communication between the goverument Mr. OLIVER. If the province saw fit
of the Dominion and the govcrniment of the to dispose of it, certaLnly, but not the Do-
province iii regard to a maffer in whidli hoth minion. The province I say bas a rever-
were inferested. sionary inferest ln the land of the reserve,

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. Does it not relate and the Doi-inion is cliarged wlfh the res-
to the disposition of public lands? poîîsibility of caring for the Inferest of flie

Inidians in any disposition that may be
Mr. OLIVER. ýCertainly not. made of their 'intercst in the reserve. Now
Mr R. L. BORDEN. What does If relate it miust be perfectly plain to my lion. friend

f0? and to the House that if the Grand Trunk
Mr. OLIVER. If the lion, gentleman wiîî Pacifie approaclied the Iîîdians witli a de-

(0110w mie lie will see what it relates to. sire f0 purchase from them any part of the
Thiat this goveramient lias no riglit to mnake reserve held by themn, the amount that the
a conmnication to tlie goveruiment of a Grand Trunk Pacific would in reason be
province iifouf being lield thereby f0 la- able to îmny f0 the Iiidians wou.ld bie con-
frinage uipon the riglits of that province, or siderably affected by fthe existence or non-
lu sonie -way to derogaf e from provincial ex .stenice- of the reversionary interest tue
riglits is, I think, a doctrine that miust bie provinîce of Britislî Columbla held lu the
considered absurd. Wce surely bave a riglit land. Therefore the Dominion goverurent
to discuss in due legal form w-ith the gov- feit, as lîaving charge of the interest of the
cî'nment of a provinîce a matter la whicli Iîîdiaîîs, in order that the Indians nilglt re-
botli tue provinee andtheli Domnion are in- ceive the bigliest possible price for f liir
terested. Now this comimuniicat ion had interest iii the land, that the Britisli Collin-
somne relation fo an ap)plication nmade by ftic biai gov-ernuient slîould bie approaclîed and
Grand Trnink P'acifie for the acquireiiieit of asedf w-aive its infercst in tue laiad
certain lands ftle property of the Indians Tliat is the purpose of the order lu couneil,
of M1etlakliatla hli Bnit sh Colnumbia, for tlie and I certainly think nîiv hon. frieîîd lias
purpose of makiiîg a terminus of tlie Grand cutireir gonie beyond the undersfaîîdiîg of
Trnnk Pacific at thnit point. I do flot inDa- ainy iiinber of this House whcn lie says that
gine fliat this governiient hias to make any sueli action on the part of thie goverîîment,
apology for having been à party to flic i any degrec frespasses on flic riglifs of
Grand Trunk Pacific enterprise, or liaving flic province of Britisli Columbia.
given if sueli a nicasure of aid as iiiy lion. Mr. R. L. BORDEN. I understood tlie
friend lias allndcd f0. Neither do I fhink hou. niiember iMr. Oliver> f0 say that tlie
,If is necessary to offer an'apology for an'y- Domîinion governaiient lias no interest w-lat-
fhing we may do f0 facilifate flic securing ever ia the land ?
by fliat conipany of a suitable terminus for Mr. OLIVER. Cerfaii not.
uts greaf railroad system oi thfe Pacific
ocean. I do flot tlîink that is a maffer -Mr. R. L. BORDEN. Tlieu, w-ly slîould
w-hidi requires any serlous discussion. Tlie if interfere ?
lanîd of flic Indians of M-Netlatklifla is flic MNr. OLIVER. Because flic Indians have
property of flic Indians; if is not flic pro- flic land, and the Dominion governuiient hs
perfy of flic Dominlion govcrnmnent, nor yet flic guardian of flic Indians. No matter
of flic province of Britisli Columbia, as I af wliaf pricc flic land niay be sold, flic
understaîid flic uîatfer. The Dominion gov- Dominion freasury is nlot enfitled f0 lieeit
eriiîient lias no prolîriefary riglif s. NLý( o f0hli extent of a single cent ; flic only bene-
maffer liow mucli flic Grand Trnnk Pacific ticianies arc flic Indialis. And I dlaimi that
miglit wisli f0 acquire or owIi soute part flic goverument, iii secking f0 do flic best if
of flic Metiakhafla reserve, fliis govern- could for flic Indians, is discharging ifs
ment, wifliout flic sancflti of f lie Indians, duty f0 tim anid f0 flic country, au~d is
lias îîo aufliority f0 give tlim a foot of if not af ail frespassing oithfli riglits of Brif-
oni any ternis. 0-w-mig tof0lie conditions isli Columbia. H-ad flic Dominion gone on,
whicli exist iin regard f0 Indiati lands iiith fic egotiated witli flic lifdians for flie reserve
province~ of Bnltisli Colunibla, ýwhile flic w-itli a vicw f0 disposing of flic land affer-
land is flic property of flic Indians as long w-ards f0 flic G rand Trunk ,acific, and Dot
as flic Indians live. w-lieni thiere ire no more taketi soîne ineats f0 acquire flic reversion-
Ixidians. if î'cverf s f0 flie province of Bri- -,ry inferest of flic province of Brifishi Col-
f islî Coîrimlak. Tlîereforc flic province of unmbia, if would nof have been ting ifs
Brifisi Cohuiiiba, nithougli if docs nof owfl dufy f0 flic Indians, it wonld nof have been
flic M-etla-kliaftla reserve at present, does p05- giving flic dcgrcc of care f0 ifs guardianship
sess wlîat is called a reversionary inftrest fliaf if ouglit f0 give, nnd fliat, I fhink, if
ini flat reserve. lias generally given. The province of Brit-

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. Is flie disposition isli Columinai, lu ifs wisdomî, sîLw fit fo re-
of a revcrsionary interest a disposition of fuse--as if lad the riglif-to w-aive ifs
flic public domain? reversionary interesf, and so flic Dominion

Mr. OLIVER.


