Busy Edmonton,

Edmonton, Altn., Mureh 1.—The task
asslgned to your spnefal crrrespondent
Is fndeed n hagd one, viz., to chronlele
events In the nekghborhood of LBdmon-
ton; for the town is so full of life
and bugtlo, with every man so ljusy
ot his own affairs. How rars this
s in the world? That no sooner doesy
one approach hinn with n, view to

ageertaln speciad news or iteresting
matter than with o brief apolozy, the
individual rushes off to what he doubt-
less considers more fmportant dutles.

The hotels are crammed to g
utmest lmit, and the rates, thf)l\l:gll;
still reasonable, have iy some In-
stances been rafsed at tlhem ag well
as boarding houses. Tents are pitehed
and hundreds are now oa the road, and
in uhp varfous cunps formed on the
outskirts. Tho wenther js magnificent
In tho day, though cold at night; it
is feared that a break-up of the snow
is imminent and this wilt materially
affects the prospects of thase  who
lun'c_ only just started. Several larzo
parties left on Sunday and more (ﬁ:-
parted to-day. Every form of trans-
p.orb Is befmyr used. from the heavy
slelgh. light bob-steigh, to fint sledge
and degs; in fagt there is no possible
sckeme  conceivable which wil not
meet with some supporters. A very
prominent party is one provided with
bright red sleighs with & blue covered
top which is intended to be used ay
it buat when necessary. Another oute
fit, carries u. boat In sections, one eon-

alned within  the other. Another
party are said to be provided svith
tent and othier articles made of alum-
fnum.  With roxard to the tent, your
correspondent cannot spend trom])cr-
sonal knowledge, but be would wirn
rich presucctors who seek to lighten
tlxmr_wclght, by using articles made
of this costly ~material, that they
should not purchase cups, spoons, etc.
a5 the heat s retained so long :u;
to make them practically useless,
Camp ketties (four in n nest)  and
other cooking utensils arc made and
?hatl,‘(l)dl be vexig\- valuable where heat

S ¢ retained for 3
st t colsiderable

With reference to the uses of this
town for outfitting purposes by in-
tending explojers. I need only say that
ceverything  pecessary s obtainablo
with patience mmd at comparatively
small extra expense, when one con-
siders thut freight charges have 1o
o arlded; but the run has beon s
great on the hardware and corg trades
that, although orde:s were ziven somo
time sinee, there is some Qifficully in
supplying certain articles, It is 5nly
justice to the traglesmen and mer-
chtants of Ydimmonton. to say that the
fault does not apparentiy lie with
them, but rather to delay in arrjval.
Oats arc fetcllug as much as 34
cents o bushel from this cauce, 1for-
fé‘g’s_ are pretty plentiful. runnine from
S0 0 843 per hiead, Wut very  fow
indeed of these have been broken in.
and the conscquence is that many a
camp is tho scene of much excitement;
whilst it is no ancommon xight 10 ceo
o horse, or pair, dashing through the
street, followed by o bevy of curlously
attired men using niguage not  al-
ways of thie choicest.

Major Helpman and the remainder
of his party were yesterday moruing
at 11 o'clock two miles north of Kt
Albert, all golng well ; at four o'clock
they were again reported as appear-
ing in verry good vondition, althiough
& winor fatallty had occurred In
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which one of the subordinates had
reeelved an Injury to the cye. Surely
after gueh a run f dad huck the turn
of the thle must arrive shortly, and
they deserve at least bon  voyage,
Another unfortunate party, the Chat-
wurthy, which .bny been broken up
through disagréements, have ap-
puinte! a receiver who will sell the
Stores, which canniot be amleably di-
vided, by audtion In the course of a
few days,

11 is to be regretted that certain
prospectors have so little regard for
suffering as to take thelr wives with
them, One lady leTt here to-day, and
the best wish for her sake, is that the
padr may have the semse to follow the
example of one man who left with
two ladies not long since, but speediy
retracca his steps.  The roads  are
sald 4o be very bad indeed, two men
who left on Saturday with the oblect
of travelling express to the banks of
the Pelly, found It Impossible to make
headway through the snow with dog
teams, so ohe returned,  whilst the
other continuwed northwiards towards
Peace River Crossing. .

Enterprise Is prominent evergwhero
here s varying from o man who bought
up three vasks of eggs in the roadway
amd Immedingely sold them at o good
profit to a large store, (to the great
amustent of a select Lody of friemds),
Lo the enterprise shown by the N, W,
Trading Co. and Peterborough Canoe
Cu., who are sending forty men wich
two Stewn aunches and twenty-four
canors up the Mackenzie, vie Atha-
basca st Tort AcePherson. This
party is supposed to leave on  the
15th April.  Probably  the largest
party leaving to=iay has been the
“Demsd Sure” who tracked off well, al-
though the start was delayed by one
animal managing to leave the con-
tenss of 1ts sledge on the rowdway.
The exmius of “Klondikers” is [airly
afcot, and it only remalns for those
who  seek ghe ubble “gold” to
carefol 3 consider the question where
tr go? for though the term of
“Rlondiker,” is usced to Jdenote  any-
one o ng nortic o Edmonton, very few
prepose, or cxpect, to go so far as
Lawson City. Next, they should con-
~ider the dangers and difficalties i the
way and whetlher the.r health, and
previous training, are such as tooper-
w1t o o reasonable hope of enduring
thie undoubted hardships of climate, ex-~
tremes of heat and cold, w.th the prod-
ahbility of insullicient sappiics of fcol,
and the alrolute certivnty, that not
one m ity will do more than make
the journcy sulf ciently remuncrative
o recoup them for the iabor and ex-
pence incurred. It is a serious pro‘-
lem and once wiieh I am convineerd ix
ot sight of In the majorlty of cases:
for very feww out of the rcores I have
talked to, know cven the mest clemen-
tary principles of geology or mineral-
ogy but rely on “luck,” or,, in other
words, it locating on the next avail-
able cianm that may te vacant, where
gold i saja to have been founad by par-
tics on: the ground.

It wali be impossible o stem the rush
I know, but it is the duty of the press
to warn all those who arc not alle to
bear the strain physicaily: as well as
to find means for a thorough equip-
went, that they are sdmply joiniuce in
wlat moy beceme anothicr mad rih,
culmmating in dixaster o themselves,
and ruin to family and friends< in mnny
instances.

Winnipeg, Calgary and Edmenton are
engoged m rivalry as to autlitting:
but 1 am unable to particularize ane
as being far in advaaiee of the other.

C. II. STEWART WADE.
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B.C. Boards Resolve.

Vietorin, March 2. -At o largely at.
tended public meeting here last night
the followlng res lutions were moved
hy G. A. Kirk, president of the Victo-
rin board of trade, scconded by W. T.
Stien, secretary Vancouver board of
trasle, was passed unanimously. These
prellminaries being settled. Mr. Geo.
A. Kirk, president of the British  Co-
Jumbia board of trade, moved the first
resolution, He did not need to mako
any long speech upon the subject, he
saild, beeause the resolution was self-
explatiatory aml contained his senti-
ments. The resolution reads: Whereas
the discovery of gold in the Canadian
Yukon lhas resutted in an unexpected
rush of miners to that country, and
will, in ali probability, continue for
years to come; amd whereas tho trade
attendant to  this influx of povula-
tion amounts to many milions of dol-
lars per annum; and whereas, it is at
present  impracticable to reach the
wold bearing rcgion_\nthout passing
through Alaskan territory; and where-
as  the United States govern-
ment's customs and coasting regula-
tions interfere with and harass the
trade of our Canadian merchants,
whiclh traide reasonably belongs to the
Domintont of Cangila; and whereas a
fair share of the northern trade can
e sveured to Canada by the oponing
up «f an all-Cauglian route, such ag
a railway from @ port in Bnt}sll Co-
lumbia o comnect with the Stikine-
Teslin railway; and whereas the build-
ing of such u lino would open up for
settlement the northern portion of
British Columbia, which contalns ag-
riculturatl, grazing and rich mineral
lands sufficient to sustaln a  very
large population, and which would be
particulariy suitablo for the thous-
ands of miners returning from the
country further north; and whereas

. tho northern trade will be very valu-

able for all time, amd will e remov-
ed beyend t'e sphero of foreign com-
petition by the building of 1he afore-
sabd vajiway; therefore, be it resolved
that the Dominion ami provincial gov-
crnments be urired to grant such as-
sistance as may be neeessary o se-
cure the construction of & rajlroad
from an British Columbia, port to tho
Stikise river simuultaneously  with
that between the Stikine river and
Teslin lake.

Resolved. further, that a copy of this
resolution be telegraphed to the hon.
winister of railways at Ottawa and
copies matled to all the ministers and
to the representzilives of British Co-
jumbin, aud a copy be forwarded to
the honorable, the premier of British
Columbia.

The sccander of this resolution was
NMr. W. T\ Stien. scerctary of the Van-
couver boantd of trade. He calculated
at tho rate of traude now being dono
there was 324,000,000 heing lost  to
British Columbia yearly. The impor-
tanco of the immediate construction
of tiis line wag ealarged upon by all
tho speakers. aud the consensus of op-
tulon was that the government should
allow no considerations to «dclay the
Immedinte  consummation of  their
plans to this end.

Lucas, 8teel & Bristol, of Hamilton,
Outario, have been sending out a use-
ful railvay map of Ontario, 2 copy
o]r ]\vmcll has reached The Commer-
cial, 'I



