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could no', distin.guishi w'hether these wvere frozen lit"man beings, or
the ceinion lixtures of a vussel's deck. Tlîinking, however, thatt
theru iiîdt bu -livingr meni on board, wvho, if tlîey wvere rousedl
inighit changre the direction of the schooner, so as to avoid the tip-
proachling)r cîatih shock, they raised a shoot clear and shrill, nîîd
aainiin. .Wrhetheî. it %vas hucard they kinev îlot. But very soon
thre mn etnrîed front the cabin, and exhibitcd theinselves mi
docCk, slîiveriug, liait' clad, meeting at every step n dashinig spray,
t'rozei ore it feul, and( cxposed to a euttitig 'viind, as if they Nvere,

'-ail nalied feeling and raw life,'

'Put Up your him.' exclaimed an aged mnaster, make sail î', -J
round the rocks; thueru's a safeè harbour on the ieewvar( side.' Lest iiis
ivords irighit not bc h eard, he addressed imiiself te thu eyes; and by
repeated motions. wuvings, si rns, and signais wvell kinovi te sea-
ineni, %varnud thelln of the instant (langer, and pointed the (iirectioIi
ia which they inighlt avoid it. No inovenient on board wvas seen ini
consequence of tIis direction and those signais. Ellis and biis two
meni l'et that such effort wvould be unavailiing, and did not even it-
tempt it.

It %vas a nmoment eof thrillincr iaterest to both speetators and suf-
furers. The difference of a feNv rods, o11 eithier side, wveuld have
carried tue vessel te safety and preserved the lives of the mnen. Tite
8traighit forward course led to instant destruction. Yet the straigît
forwvard course the schooner, with seemnîg obstinacy, por-sued, as
if drawn by inysturieus flasciniation; and hurried towvards the rocks
by a kiîîd of invincible dusire. Near and more near she canme,
wvitli lier enicumîbered bulk, tili sle wvas lifted as a dead mass on a
powerful wave, and tlîrovn at full length upon the fatal ledge.

The in on board when they feit tîîe risiîîg eof thteir vessel fer
the last f'atal plumîge, clulng inistinicti ely to sucli fixtures as tlîey
conld grasp), and in solern silence ivaited the eveit. la silence
they enidured the shiock et' lier striking; felt tIîeinselv9s covered not
now %vith spray, b)ut wi-th the partially frozea substance of tie
waves thensees, wvhich made a highway across the deck, fflled
the cabin, and left thein ne place, of retreat bJut tue sniall portion
eof the greater deck abaft tue binnacle, and a litUle space forward
near the windrass.- To tue former place they retreated, as soon
as they recovered ffom the sheck, andi lere they stood, dreached,
shivering, and ready te perish; expecting at every moment the fi-
bric unider their fuet to dissolve; and fcolin-g their povers (X life
bccoming less and less adequate to sustain the increcasingr ilitensi-
ty ot' celd.

Wre %vill inake an effort te save them, said the agoiiising specta.
tors et' the scune. A boat wvas procured and înaniied by a hardy
crew, resolved te risk their lives f*or the salvation ot' their imlperil.
ed, altlîoughi unknoivii fellov ina. The surf rail heavy, ani wvas
coaîposed et' that kind of ice thickened substance called technicaly
sludge; a substance much like floating snowv.

Througli this she wvas shaved with great effort, by mnen who wva-
ded deep) inito the seîni-fluid niass for ifhe p urpose. But bzirel3
had she reachied the outer edge of the surf, wlien a refluenit seL
conquered and filled her. Fortunately she liad net gene, se fai
but that a long and sîcader warp cast from the shore rcached ene o.


