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JUSTICE SILENCE,

duti'eﬂ with moderate decency. Nupkins,
., Ving hoard the highly-coloured state-
Teny of his satellite Grummer, is convin-
2 '$hat the prisoners are dangerous crimi-
. * 8nd with a noble appreciation of the
:iht“ of the accused Briton, proceeds to
Uence them unheard. Then Mr. Pick-
; (:?’ with indigunant fervour, asserts the
., ‘®mable privilege of a British subject.
|, Firet,” said Mr. Pickwick, sending a look
kin."gh his spectacles, under which even Nup-
ay rl‘.li‘lailed, ““first I want to know wl’xat I and
« , e0d have been brought here for ?”
ty Jin;::t I tell him 1" whispered the magistrate

113 .
.| think you had better, Sir,” whispered

« L 0 the magistrate.

iy X information has been sworn before me,”’
Yoy the magistrate, “that it is apprehended
”lan% 8oing to fight a duel, and that the other
’[’be; Upman, is your aider and abettor in it.
o ore ——eh, Mr. Jinks?"

o Certainly, Sir.”
Ly, hex'efore, I call upon you both to—

« K that's the course, Mr. Jinks ?"

« rtainly, Sir.”

‘T°\to—what, Mr.  Jinks? said the

e trate, pettishly.

« 0 find bail, Sir.” .
1‘ . Therefore, 1 call upon yon both—as
Yy * about, to say when I was interrupted by

w Tk—to find bail” ,

w04 bail,” whispered Mr. Jinks.
"ite. Bhal} require good bail,” said the magis

.

Fxfty pounds each,” whispered Jinks, *and
w, Olders, of course,”
\Qh,,,ah“ll Tequire two sureties of fifty pounds
d‘&n' %id the magistrate aloud, with great
RN “and they must be householders, of

ki,}: ® hope that magistrates of the Nup-
4 :?“'mp arenot common. When they
c%xlst, by their rashness, tyranny and
0t ignorance, they bring the

j“ktif Dame of justice into contempt, and
Wengr, Such sarcasms as Mr. Samuel
Sy 8: “This is a wery impartial
ty ry. for justice. There ain't a magis-
%80 a5 don’t commit himself twice

T % he commits other people.”

¥ . * With fealings of satisfaction that
from the rash and foolish Shal-

low to the discreet Silence. Justice
Silence may have no more legal acumen
and knowledge than his neighbour Shal-
low, but he has a fund of sense and
discretion, which has earned for him the
reputation of being an eminently respect-
able magistrate. Justice Silence reasons
that a judge should keep two objects
steadily in view. First, to decide rightly :
second, to make the public think he de-
cides rightly. Tt is not to be expected
that a Justice of the Peace will always
attain the first object. It is a pure
matter of chance whether he will deter-
mine rightly or not, and after all the
chances are equal. But the second ob-
Ject it is most important and more
easy to effect. If the majesty of
the law is to be duly recognized and
reverenced, magistrates must take care to
impress the public with a belief in the
impartiality and correctness of their de-
crees. In this respect Justice Silence
succeeds admirably, and may therefore be
taken as the type of an excellent justice.
Bis very appeéarance is calculated %o in-
spire confidence in his administration of
the law. His visage is solemn, his form
portly, and his manner deliberate. Ina
word, he is gifted in a very considerable
degree with what is known as judicial
dignity. The cynic may say that what
we call dignity, is simply the stolidness
which belongs to mental vacuity; but
after all, dignity, as some one has defined
it, is nothing but a mysterious carriage of
the body designed to conceal defects of
the mind.  We therefore claim that
Justice Silence has that first attribute of
the judicial office—dignity. As his name
implies, Justice Silence is ndt given to
over-much talking. A man of few words
always passes for a wise man, and the
acute public are wont to argue that if the
magistrate does not waste many words,
he “does a powerful sight of thinking."”
Justice Silence listens with never-failing
patience to everything that everybody



