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Non-jury sittings of County
Cy;mmy Courtand Sur-

The subject of prisoners giving evi-
Chce on their own behalf has again come
to the front, It has been a favourite sub-
Ject for theorists to discuss. But the dis-
;usS‘On has not brought out any necessity
or the change. There are, of course,
PlauSible arguments in its favour, but
Most Cogent and practical ones against it.
t all €vents, it is eminently one of those

Matters which should not be decided with-"

::tt Much more serious and lengthened
N €Otion than it has yet received in this
Ountry, [t might be different if there
t";’lere any evident or persistent demand for
€ change ; but there is no such demand.

w 2 prisoner were to refuse to testify it
al‘tb}lllld be accepted as an evidence of guilt,
ta Ough there might often be circum-
Nces which would induce an innocent
:!il!:?dto refrain from explanations. The
ofte » Nervous, but innocent, prisoner
tionﬂhWould equally ensure his condemna-
.. Y refraining to give evidence, or by
.fi‘:;ng it in such a way, as, by his hesi?a-
e or nerYous self-contradiction, to in-
ar;' a belief in his guilt, whilst the
cleV)eerlleq and guilty scoundre!, who cou.ld
Wouléy Invent and boldly stick to a lie,
@ often escape. * Guilty,” or *not
Suilty * would become a question of tem-
fament or experience in crime. But

have given evidence on their own behalf,
How much more when a man’s liberty or
even his life would depend upon it. Let
us hasten slowly in this matter, even if it
is desirable to go in that direction at all.

WE find in a recent letter to 7%e Zimes
a suggestion which seems a most admir-
ableone. The writer, who dates his letter
at Perth, Western Australia, says :—

Now that the subject of Imperial Federation
is occupying the attention of the powers that be
will you kindly allow me space for a suggestion ?

The want of a system of reciprocal legal pro-
cedure between the mother country and the colo-
nies, as well as between the colonies themselves,
has been a long-felt evil, and I venture to think
that with the increasing commercial relations the
time has now arrived, and the opportunity too,
when some steps should be taken to remedy the
evil. A debtor, who now betakes himself to another
colony with a letter of credit on a bank there, has
only to withdraw his balance from his local bank
and remain where he is, and his creditors find
themselves foiled. The evil is, however, not con-
fined to cases of contract, but abounds in cases of
tort, where the wrongdoer finds an easy escape from
the consequences of his acts, provided they are not
criminal, by taking a ticket for ‘ the other side.’

There is, of course, the remedy of a ne exeat,
and the alternative of beginning an action in the
courts of the country where the defendant is to be
found; but they are sadly deficient remedies, and
often prove worse than the disease.

A short clause in the Federation Enabling Bill,
authorizing an execution in the mother country, or
in any colony, of any legal process issued out of
any of the Superior Courts of any other colony,
and vice versd, would, I have no doubt, prove bene-
ficial to all concerned.

" It seems a pity that such a suggestion

as this should be forgotten. Why should




