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auctioneer, Toronto, offers to compromise at 50

cents- J. Marsh, general denier, Trenton ait 40

cenlts in 4, 8 and 12 months secured i N rs. Mary
McPlherson, boots and shoes, Lonidon,at50 cents ;
Y. B3. lirtill, furniture dealer, Toronto, ai 35

cents ; and Boyle & Gardner, confectioners,
Toronto, fit 50 cents. Tlie òffer of thelartterhas
becei refused. A nceting of lie creditors of

Orawford, James & Co., Toronto, wlho lately
failed in lie provision trede, lias ben held. The
firi were desirous of going into biankruptcy,
and one of the members seconded a motion to
that eloect. As this was illegal, tlie creditors
resisted and adjournied proccdings to afford
t, opportunity for arranging a composition.

They have Oefered 25 cents on the dollar. The
bIitiji s in possession of the business of Jos.
Lussier, sotia watter manufacturer, Waterloo,
P. Q., and ofrNixon & Co., hides, etc., Toronto.
rihe senior partner of the latter firmn holds a
urat ivte appointment in the northt-west, atd

hlis son carries on, the business. It is not the
tirst tine they have beene in difficulties. There
are te few nttitor changes anong stmali dealers.

- A n excellent paper catn be made ont of thle
wtite ends oi aspmragus, whiclh consist cntirely
of touglh vegetable libres. The material is
adapted to flic production of the liner kinds of'
writing paper.

-SG00,000,000 are annually spent in lie
United States l'or drintk. IIow matny delinquqnent
newspaper subscriptions doces this suit contain?
it is hteartless to spend in the maddening cuip
what, yotu owe tihe trinter. Hle imtay bo Lthirsty
liilsell.

-It is estiînated tiat 20 000 oil wells IavL
thus ritr been dug t Pennsylvania and est
Virgiii, at an aggregate cost of $102,000,000.
They have yieldedi abolit eighty-eiglt ilion
bairrels of oil, valued at the wells at titree
Iindreltd illions 'of dollars, or rour uttndred
millions of dollars ,t the seabotertd.

- 'T'e total nominal capital invested in ail
the rtilways or Great Briltain ls iearly $3,200,-
000,000. This is at lte rate of $200,000 per
imtile of raeilway opentedl. IMore that $100,000,000
of' capitaI pay me dividend ; $270,000,000 less
than lfive ier cent. and oily $25,OO0,000 more
tiain ten per cent.

-An influential nedling of p olicy-lolders
in the Niagara District Mutteal Instrance Con-
pan.y was held in Slierbrooke recently, t ticht
it was resolved tliat the Eastern Townships
pollcy-lolders should retain leaedintg couinsel
and contest nny clain for lthe collection of
premitimt notes. They iso resolved theat fin
case f being compelled by the courts te pay
any portion of tie premotiut notes, ta taIke pro-
ceetdings personally against: the directors for
soliciting new bisiness eter the Conpany was
known to be insolvent.

L ake Superior t mining îiews is en-
couraging. The Silver Islet mine ls working a
iarge force, and liasatlready sent liown 40 bar-
rels of rich silver. The stime vein, full of min-
eratl, tas beet, discovèred on lite maiteland. The
Duncan mrinie shows a wonderful imtprovement lia
the deposits froma ile diimoti drill yrospòcting.
The Q. A. inie is sBtowing "well. Wlii.t
liity so iaty, f tièest vttlttaebleitieàhs 'ttive
been allowed to pass ot of our bands i

A 'CirANc roi, INvENTORs.-InventOrs bave
the opportunity offered thet to secure a valua-
ble prize. For a new process to extract thtejuice
of lie sugar cane, ft a cost not exceeding 40
per cent. of tlie product, lie Council Genteral
of Gualelotulte oller a reward of $20,000, the de-
scriptions t bc sutbnitted by the lst of June,
1880. .

- Tlie report of the Montreal City Passenger
Railway shows lthe busintess of the Company
for this year and last to be.-For year ending
Ist Oct., 1876, revenue, $138,052.45, working
expenses, 5131,022.07; for year ending Ist Oct.,
1877, revente, $107,998.15, working exitenses,
$139,113.84. . A circular of the secretary of the
Kingston Street Railway States that the con-
struction of tlie road ias cost nearly $30,000,
and the gross earintgs fron May 12 te October
20 are $7,132.52, a very lairge business for a
ew, railway. A dividcnd of four pter cent. for

the iair year has been declared oi the capital
stock.

- Steintboat navigation on the Red Rive,
northward li closed for tlie season,, navigation
beginning with tie ist of April, 1877, at end-
ing 31st of October, 1877.. 'lie total enount ofr
domestic articles exported, frot Lte United
States te Manitoba and Northwestern Canatttdt
froin April ist te October 31st wvies $75,000 i
imaported into the Uniteld States from liitoba
and the Northivest, $512,00iO bonded imports
passedl tihrougih fron liLanitoba te Eastern
Onnada, 310t,000; estimated vilue of Etsternt
0anadian goods, bonded through to Manitoba
teand the Canladian Nortltwest, S2,000,000. These
figures show a vast incretse ill round. The
imports fron Manitoba to the United States are
chicfly bilftalo robes and fiers.

- The misfo'tuns attenlding the navigation
of the St. Law'rence betweeit titis city and
Quebec this season have becît ce isotumerots, ind

_of such a disastrous ani aarently preventable
chariecter, as to draw frorth comment n t only
here, but in jotrials pitblislbed in New York
and other rivals of the tidtle of Montreal. A
New York aithorily chtckles over the proslec-
tive inîcreîse of larine iustiranuce on this rottei
and the feeling Of dislike amtîontg shtipownllers te
solel large class santeiships iere ai all. The
lIIrbor Conimissioiers have also wakened up
to the fact that lthc late serious accidents tre
very dauagintg to he port. l'ro1ipt action
sholili 'be takein to prevent diversion of trad
front the SI. Lawrence- route. New Orleans is
mîaking a "big piish " te soeutre te greater
volume of trade for hlie Mississippi route. Let
tis sec bat it'is utt done at cir expense.

T n I :tteECTs o' F -Mr. Gorrie, tie
ChiefJustice cf Fiji, ias addressed an entertain-
ing letter ta Itis friend, Mr. T. Bl. Potter, ot, this
yottingest cf lie British colonies. lie says peo-
ple at houe have not the sligitest ia what a
magnificent coloiny it is, or litov interesting it
iniglt be for rici men n London and Manches-
ter if tihey woutld dtily go out and have a look
ai it. Its list of exports is already more than
respectable for t group of islands in their tiird
year of British sovéreig'ity, eand with the uniti-
tigited cannibal still flotrishing oi them.
Copra-ilie dried kernel of tlie'cocontttt-would
ajone give promise of a liaidà6die tr,de Ilt is
largely shipped to Sydney etid 'direct to iietu-

it'g. The stgar plantations on the Vita Levut
-tlie largest island-are aIready growiit
enough to enploy- two crushing millis, which
arc worked on co-operative principles. Tere
is rooml'for seventy mills, says lthe Clief Jus-
lice, oi lite river Rewa alone, and w'iere teic
Crown land . grants_ are ali out there will b

occupation for over two iundred mîills. Fiji
cotton had a bighe reputation in Lancashire a
few years ago, but it did not pay tit was thon
grovn. It ls now being raised on sounider
finiancial priniciples, andi anlswering well. AMr.
Gorrie tells uts tiat the ontly thing wanted is
capital. Cood sectrities go a-lcgginig at Io
per cent., and the Bani: rate is treble ours.

ACCIDENTS ON T11E RIVER.
A short ittie ago the satisfactory ,anotice-

muent wts matie by the Ilarbotur Uomiissioners
of Montrenl t it ttenceforward every case of
accident or collision on lie river would be
thorouglity investigted. lit common wilth, we
believe, inany others, we wtre glad lta stch
a decision lad been arr ived at, it beimg iiimost a
pledge that soimetinng would be done to brimg
about t more satisfactory state of aeftirs. Ve
noteei by the most reciutly presented reports of
thc'Montreal and Quebec Iarbour Coeimission-
ers titt ithey have referred to entquiries ilnto the
losses ctutsed by colisions and wrécks fl1 wabt
es coensidered a pilotage ground. Several lilots
have beet suspended for negligence or ittcom,,-
potence by btte Boards, while at Montrentu ti im-
portanît discussion totk place arising ot t of the
case of the SS.EarlofIondale whtichcame into
collision with :soie smail crafi, consisitg o
four senall vessels laden with grain aed flour mt
tow oita semall steamer. lit this case il was found
.hat i1either on the ltug, siteanir, nor ceu any cof
the eraft was tlere t branch pilot; aid, while
eccupying lte improvei channel, the captain of

lite tug and the mnat acting as piIot decIu-ed
thaI they believed the channel at the pla'ce f
collision was only abouit 200 feet wide, white
they had a cluinnIel excedinîg 1;200 feet. Il
was contended by the inembers of lie Board
tiat lie Harbour Cominissioners reqieiled tn

increase of theiripowers in this regard, in hic
first place te preventt lite ttilization of the deep
chamiel by that class of vessels which could
saeil e alitost'any portioi of' i l Then lie law
vas shtowi to be iiconsistenît with itself, since
titi, while il comapelled owiers of' vessels to inty
pilots, it did not comttpel tient ta have thein ori
board The question of rafts whici .louînderel
about ahinost imnariegeably was alse brougit
ip, and this was shown, te by no nennsîtr ie
infruitful cause of loss and accident. The fre-
qtientcy of collisionîs or of casesiin which a vessel
lias runaground are so great that it is- by ne
tnteians te be wondered at tlIat ries of iIisuraice
between lie two ports have become aliost as
highe as for the entire remaîinder of the oceani
ptastage. There uitist be something ivong-sotiie-
where, and it is to be hoped that, hatver it is
the comnmissioners will telce vigorots action,,
tlieir linds being mtde as frece's possible, 'vith
t view nol to înakinîg any itititc' restric'tiois,
but in order tht there shall io iiigerbe aîny
question as to the subject of, safety. liminense
anilotunts of nondy have ieen cxlieidöd t re-
medy xisting evils, but accidents aâïc ùti-


