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RELATIONS OF GRAMMAR SCHOOLS TO COMMON
SCIOOLS AND COLLEGES.

To the appropriate fonctions of our District Grammar Schools at-

tention was drawn by the writer of these remarks early in 1846, in
bis Rerport on a system of Public Elemnentary Istruction for Upper

Canada, pp. 9, 149 -156. We know not that we can better in-

troduce some practical observations on the relations of District
Gramînmar Schools, than in the words which we employed upwards

of three years since :-
'< The basis of an educational structure adapted to this end should ho

ms broad as the population of the cointrv : and ils loftiest elevation should
equal the highest demands of the learned professions, adapting its grada-
lion of schools to the wants of the several classes of the comnmunity, and
totheir respective employments or professions, the one rising above the
other-yet each complete in ilseif for the degree of education it imparts:
a character of uniformity as to funadarmentai principles pervading the
whole : the whole bsed rpon the principles of Christianity, and unitinz
the combined influence and support of the Government and the people."

Then, in the Second Part of the Report, after having explained

and illustrated by references to European countries the kind and

character of the gradate.'s of schrols required for carrying into op-

erution the system of instruction indicated in t!:e words just quoted,

tbe following observations occur:
" Under this view the sane principles and spirit would pervade the

entire system, from the Primary Schools up to the University: the basis
of education in the Elementary Schools would be the same for the whole
.. mmunity-at least so fer as public or governmental provisions and re-
gulations are concerned-not iuterfeiing with private Schoole or taking
them inta the account; but as soon as the pupils would advance to the lin-
kts of the instruction provided for ail, then those whose parents or guar-
dimes could ne longer dispense with their services, would enter life with
m .ound elementary education : those whose parents might be able and
slisposed would proced, sone to the Real School to prepare for the bu-
einms of a farmer, an architect, an engineer, a manufacturer, or mechan-
te, others go tha Grammar School Io prep.rs for the University, and the
Professions.

l the carrying out end completion of such; a sytem, the courses of in-
atruction in each class of Sclools would be prescribed, as aise the qualfß-
ationls for admission into each of them, aboer the Primary Schools: eacha
School would occupy its appropriate place, and each Teacher would hare
Ais appropriate work ; and rio one man in tle same ScIool, and on one
«md ghe sa day, would e found making thes absurd and abortire at-
compte if teaching the a, b, c's, reading, spelling, orting, arithmetic,
grammar, geography, (in all thir gradations,) together with Latin,
Grek, ad Madhematir.

i tilk it i. true in the husiness of teaelhing, as weli as in every other
depattment of human indestry, that whoere thora is a suitable division of
labur, oaA labourer is more iikely Do hecome more thoroughly master of
Ais suerk, and imbued soii the spirit of it, than to/ere his time and atten-
sion and energies are divided among a namdess variety of objects.; and
as the exemple of England may be appeaied to in proof of the aimost
miracles which may be performued in regard both to the amount and

;,ualities of manufactures, by a skilful division and application of, labour,
o may the exemples of other countries of Europe be adduced in illustra-

tion of what mmy be achieved as to both the cheapness, the thorougness,
the various practical character, and ths ;neral diffusion of education, by
a proper classification of Schools and Tochers, their appropriate training
and selection by com petition, togetier with an sflcientsystem tf inspection
eor eery clas of BcAool,-the latter being the chief instrument of the
wooderful improvement in the iolland syaem of Publie Instruction.

The roll developement of uch a asytem of $choole, is not the work
of a day ; but I hope the day is nut distant when its essentiel features
will be seen in our own system of public instruction, and wheu its un-

nsaubered Advantages will begin to be enjoyed by the Canadia people."

k is to the topics referred to in the passages which we have
italiciale, that we desire et the present time to cal! attention.

The District Grammar Schools were clearly intended to occupy
an intermediate position between the Common Schools and Colleges•
Their object is distinct and peculiar; and so should be their organ-

"l%- . They are the frst of the three stages in a system of

liberal studies. As the Collego prepares for professional studies,
so does the Gramnar School prepare for the Colleges. Ought not

the organization and systemn of instruction in the Grammar Schools

to have reference to the Colleges to which they are intended to be

introductory ? Or should they be suffiered to remain a compound of
every thing Do not the interests of classical learning require the

existence and endowment of separate schools for that purpose ? I
not such the object of the District Grammar Schools ? As they

are partially endowed for that object, oughlt they not to be made

efflcient for its accomplishment to as great an extent as possible !

Can that be the case as long as Grammar Schools are allowed to

teach evervthing that is taught in the Common Schools 1 Are

not the subjects peculiar to a Grammar School ample to occupy the

time and employ the energies of atny one man ?' The eyes of ain

Argus and the arms of a Briareus would hardly suffice for the dou-

ble duties of a Common School Teacher and a GrammarSchoolTeach-

er. The Rev. )r. G. W. BETUNE, of Philr'lelphia, in a recent ad-

dress before a literary society of HARVARD COLrLEGp, Mass., speaks of

an "omnigenous competit ion which is equally ready at inventing a

cooking-stove on an ethical system, and wili take to the pulpit, the

bar, a prof'ssor's chair, a seat, in the Senate-, or the Presidency of the

United States, if only sure that the emoluments ofthe new speculation

will only exceed those of a quack-nedicin e, a pcddling-wagon, or

a singing school." Some such "omnigenotns" powers seem to be
ascribed to the master of a Grammar Schoul, when, in addition to

teaching Latin, Greck and Matlematics, le undertakes to teach
all the branches of an Englishi Eduscation. The result of such an
attempt must be, that no branch will he eflctually taught. Those

who send their children to the school cither to acquire an English

education or the elements of Classical learning, will be alike dis-

appointed ; both classe of children wili sustain irreparable injury;

and the design of the Logislature in endowing the Grammar School

will, in a great measure, be defeated. The Commo School in the
neighbottrhood of such Grammar School will also suffer correspond-

ing injury-a considerable portion of its legitimate support being
diverted from it by the rival competition of the Grammar School

Surely it never could have been intended that Grammar Schools
should occupy the same ground as Common Sciools-should com-
pite with them ; thus lowering the character and impairing the

efficiency of both the Grammar and the neighbosuring Common

Schools. It is the bearing of this question on the interests of Com-
mon Schools that has induced us to depart in this instance from our
usual %-ourse, to discuss matters relating to any class of seminaries
n the Province not managed under the provisions of the Common
School law. We venture then to suggest,

1. Whether a formal and thorough inquiry (by Commission or
otherwise) into the state and character of the District Grammar
Schools in Upper Canada ought not to be instituted. The facto
that notwithstanding the existence of from 30 to 40 of these Gram-
mar Schools -in Upper Canada-of there being no less than 60
Grammar School scholarships established in the Provincial Univer-
versity-of the University being munificently endowed and provided
with able Profossors, and*yet only eight students matriciiating at
the lastAnnualConvocation-a smaller number than annually entera
the youngest of the Colleges in the newest States of the neighbour-
itng Republic ;-these facte, it appears to us, are quite sufficient
to justify, if not demand, the most careful lnquiry into the working

of that class of schools on whose contributions the University de-

pends for its numerical efficiency, as well as great numbers of
youth for a sonnd elementary Classical education.

2. Whether a course of studies and general rules of discipline

should not bc prepared and prescribed for the Grammar School%,
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