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96 PAPKRS RKIATIXC. TO THE 1/)MK>N. MVERI»C)OL, AND

Britis-li iiittrcHt ; so tliat our ii|.|)liciUiou U hroujjht strictly williiti tlio priiiripic

luid down; iiml iis renarils pncidenf, we liavf alrtiidy Imd the li.niour ot miI»-

niitting to y(.ii a list of 1 1 ocean eteuin sliip companies to wliuii Uoyal cliar-

ters liave been <rra«tid— to some of tliein very recently—none of wliicli have

offered to promote objects of ;ireater national importance than those projected

hy this company, and several of them comnarativ. ly insignificant in the extent

of capital and si/e of ships, and one of tliem having authority hy charter to

trade with all jurts of the world, without any regard to the ehaitered or private

companies or iiidividnals pnvionsly engaged in various branches of trade with

Hteam vessels. .... ,.

It is, however, supposed that you liave bton niHuLiiceil in reje«ting our appli-

cation bv an opinion lliat it is not advisable to grant any charters until a com-

mifjsion, about to be appointed, shall have reported on th; general question of

limited liabilitv. If this supposition be well founded, we respectfully rocpiest

your attention" to the special reasons why such a rule should not be applied

to oin- case. We have bi-cn suitors at the Hoard of 'Iradc from the aotli Sep-

tendier last, without an intimation having been niade to us until the -ifSth

February, tliat any objection existed to the grant of the charter we prayed for,

except from the o|)position of the parties already referred to. which was as well

known, and the value of which cojild be as well eslimated, in Uclober or

December as in February. During the interval of suspense, extending over five

months, we have necessarily incurred expenses amounting to a very hirge sum

of money, and have also sacrificed time, of still greater value to us as men of

business ; and we cannot think that. Her Majesty's Government will consider it

just that such sacrifices should be imposed upon any of her subjects, by the

application to their case of a principle that was not adopted until many
months after the time at which a decision on their application might have been

arrived at.

I have, &c.

The Right Honourable

Edward Cardwell, m.p., &c. &c.

(signed) 'J'hos. H. Urooking,

Cliairman of the Provisional Committee.

IH-!; ,

— No. «4. —

Dffice of Committee of Privy Council for Trade,

yir, Uhitehall, 16 March 1853.

I AM directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade to

acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, on behall of the pro-

visional committi-e of the London, Liverpool, and North .American Screw Steam
Ship Comi)any, in which you request to be allowed to restate the facts of the

case as to the application by the above company for a Royal charter of incorp(v

ration, under the impression that they must have been niisnn<lerstood.

In reply, I am to slate to you that my Lords have carefully conyidcrcd the

statements contained in your letter, and are unable to arrive at any other con^

elusion than that already conveyed to you. Their Lordships decided upon your
case after a most careful consideration of all the circumstances, and with refer-

ence to former precedents. They are not aware of any instance in which a

charter has been conferred by the Crown whore so large an amount of privatt^

enterprise was already engaged, and so genejal an objection was exinvssed, on
the part of the [)er.sous interested, to the possession by a company of privileges

which the general operation of the law denied to them."

In reply to your statement, that the company were prepared to accept a

j

charter for the North American colonies only, I am directed to refer you to the

letter of your solicitoi"s of the 4th Deceniber, fn which it is stated that the objects

jof the company would be defeated by such a limitation; and detailed reas.ns

jare given for that statement.

I am, &c.
T. H. Brooking, Esq. (signed) James Booth.


