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La Potherie enters into some detail with respect to Champlain's

two first forays against the Iroquois, when he approached them by

the Richelieu River, in company with the Algonquins and Monta-

gnets ; but he makes no mention of the last, and much the most

important one, in which the Hurons were his allies.

Cadwallader Colden, in his History of the Five Nations of

Canada, is equally silent about the last expedition, though he too

mentions the two former ones.

The Abb6 Raynal, Jeffrey, and Wm. Smith follow the same

course, mentioning only the two earlier expeditions.

Charlevoix speaks of it, and comments severely upon the policy

of the undertaking itself, and upon the manner in which it was

carried out ; but he gives no indication of the direction followed, and

merely says that having collected their forces amongst the Hurons,

they marched against the enemy. In this he is followed by many

later writers, us Bidaud, Boyd, W. H. Smith, and Warburton,

most of whom even leave it in doubt as to where the expedition

rendezvoused.

As to the rest of the historians, the more they enter into par-

ticulars, the more they go astray. Garneau places Cahiagu6 on

Lake Ontario, and applies Champlain's name of Mer Douce to

that lake, instead of to Lake Huron ; and he says that they had

only to cross the St. Lawrence in latitude 43° in order to reach

the enemy. It would not be easy to see what the latitude has got

to do with the matter, as Ontario lies, through its whole length, almost

in the direction of a parallel of latitude, but altogether to the north

of 43°. The fact is that Champlain, who never saw anything of

the lake except its outlet into the St. Lawrence, places that in

latitude 43°—in which he is mistaken ; but the \i<e of introducing

the latitude is obvious in his case, but quite purposeless in Gar-

neau, even if it were correct, as it would not at all assist in fixing

the locality. Moreover, Garneau makes Champlain spend the

winter south of Lake Ontario, amongst the Neuters ; whilst we

know that he never visited the Neuters at all, and that they did

not live south of Lake Ontario, but in the western peninsula of


