
'h

. i

1? 'I

hr

i/'

354 FRANCE IN THE FAR WEST. [1703-1717.

Indians. The romances of La Hontan and INIathku

Sagean were justly set down as impostures by all but

the most credulous. In this same year we lind Le

Moyne d'lberviile projecting journeys to the upper

Missouri, in hopes of finding a river flowing to tlie

Western Sea. In 1703, twenty Canadians tried to

find their way from the Illinois to New Mexico, in

hope of opening trade with the S})aniards and dis-

covering mines. ^ In 1704 we find it reported that

more than a hundred Canadians are scattered in

small parties along the Mississijipi and the Missouri ;

'^

and in 170o one Laurain appeared at tlie Illinois,

declaring that he had been high up the Missouri and

had visited many tribes on its borders.^ A few

months later, two Canadians told Bienville a similar

story. In 1708 Nicolas de la Salle proposed an

expedition of a hundred men to explore the same

mysterious river; and in 1717 one Hubert laid before

the Council of Marine a scheme for following the

Missouri to its source, since, he says, " not only may

we find the mines worked by the Spaniards, but also

discover the great river that is said to rise in the

mountains where the Missouri has its source, and is

believed to flow to the Western Sea." And he

advises that a hundred and fifty men be sent up the

other papers relatinj^ to this explorer, incliulin<r portions of his

Jour:.iil, will be louiul in Margry, vi. See also Journal historitjue

de VEtablissement cles Frati^ais a la Louisiane, 08-71.

1 Iberville a , 15 Fcrn'cr, 170.3 (Margry, vi. 180).

2 Bienville au Miiiistre, Scptemhre, 1704.

8 Beaurain, Journal hixtoriqne.


