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and of utrongthonlng tho conte of the bowels and preventing conHtipa-

tioM.

II. TJio offectR of tho iilknh)i(l in tho second dogreo jtrociscly rconiblo

those of Niix Vomica—iilthoiigh a loss quantity of tho lattor is r«(|iiir-

ed to catiHO Hpasniodic notion thnn of tho former, if wo ho guided

by tho proportion of Strychnia which is supposed to exist in if. The

pulso does not appear to ho mudi nfVoctcd, although it is siiid to bo in-

creased during the convulsive attacks.

III. Tho third degree of operation is similar in both, each producing

tetanus, asphyxia and death. Tho lower jaw in tho inferior anima's does

not appear to bo so violently (closed, as accounts of fatal cises in the

human subject wouKI lead us to suspect. It is closed no doultt when

there is a general spasm of all the muscles ; but when it has a local

action, merely, tho jaws appear in general to be under the control of tho

will, because they are opened and closed in the ineffectual efforts to res-

pire, taking in a mouthful of air and tryiiii; to force it into the lungs

when the respiratory muscles fail to act. The similarity in the physio-

I logica] ollocts between Strychnine and Nux Vomica were very well ex-

eniplified in the fatal case of John Parsons Cook, which happened in

1866, his symptoms being similar to those described by Pariera : ho

was unable to turn in bed without bringing on violent paroxysms, or to

bo liaMdied or even spoken to, without a dread of tho latal spasms com-

ing on. lie had to keep perfectly still.

Post Mortem Appearances.—After death in the human subject the

body remains very rigid—this was one of tho prominent symptoms in

Cooke's case. It also existed in tho case of a young woman poisoned

with Nux Vomica, reported by Mr. Oilier. That this does not occur in

the lower animals is generally admitted, which shows that it must affoc*

their muscular systems ditfeiently. Venous congestion is observed in

all these cases which may bo expected as a result of obstructed circula-

tion through the lungs. Occasionally there is a slight redness or inflam-

mation of the alimentary canal, and at times softening of the brain and

spinal cord, but these are not very fully substantiated.

Modus Operandi—AVhen Sliychnia is introduced beneath thn skin

it is a local irritant, although it produces its constitutional effects by

absorption or nervous influence. In one of the animals experimented

1^ on I found a large space inflamed where I had put ^'y of a grain of

M Strychnia 2 to 3 days previously. "When tho alkaloid was introduced

I moved the skin over the subjacent muscles so that it might be

diffused across their surface without being wounded by the knife. I

subsequently found that the inflammatory action was only excited where


