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'oiiH of tho cDftsting

':\vii,ter. deHi.Tibed

Delaware :

Quiinuitiiii! iiloiiK tlu! Doliiwari) (ioiwt in liinitod to tlio lociil roK"'

trado. TlKno is II KovDrnnii'iit (iiiarantino Htation at tho Dt^lawaro

in oonnootloii with tho I'onnHylvariia <iuurantlno systom.

Maryland :

Oil till) Itli of AuKUHt, accomiianiod by Dr. JiiinoH A. Bteimrt, Hoalih (JommisHioiici', [

iniulo an inspuction of tlus (luiinintiiio ostalilishmoiit at the port of Biiitimore. Thin in sit-

uatod at Littlo Hawkins or LuadinK Point, about hovon miloH from tho oity.ontho I'alupsco

rivor. Tho jjroiindH bolonBing to tlio Htation oinbraco about twonty-flvo aoios, Hurroundoil

by improvod farms. Tiiorn is a now and woll arrauKod hospital IxiiidiuK witli iiccoinnio-

datlons tor forty patients. Also a rosidonoo for tlio physioian in (!liarji;o, boatmon's \\oum\

stables, ate, all in jjood condition and neatly kept. The station is connoctod by tol(,'piione

with tho city. Tlioro is no provision for tho care of those detained for observatifni after

exposure upon an infected vessel. Tho hosiiital facilities may be increased by the use of

tents in suitable weather, and in case of emerKency the old (luarantino establishment now

used as a sinall-pox hospital might bo utilized.

Tho auarantino soiison extends from May 1 to October 31, and durinsr this period iin

assistant resident physician is on duty at tho station. All foroien vessels bringing pusson-

gers are roiiuired to stop for examination throughout the year. No attention Is paid to the

vaccinal protection of immigrants, unless small-pox is discovorod on a vessel, and owing

to this neglect repeated Introductions of tho disease Into tho interior have ucourred

through this port. Vessels are boarded in the harbor from a steam tug kept in constant

readiness for that purpose. Tho depth of water at tho (luarantine anchorage is about

twenty-two feet at low tide, and there is plenty of room to anchor vessels out of tlio track

of commerce. There are no facilities as yet provided for the dischnrgo and disinfwction of

cargo from an infected vessel, but additional facilities and proper appliances for disinfec-

tion are contemplated.

As a further precaution in the present emergency, I suggested the advisability of n-

quiring vessels to submit to inspection by the government service at Capo Charles.

Virginia :

Dr. .Tames D. Gait, the Quarantine Medical Officer of the Elizabeth river district, lias

furnished the following from Norfolk, under date October 20, 1885:

"In reply to your in(inirios as made in letter No. 20,519, 1 would brloriy state that the

(luarantine facllUie.s of this port are ample. Situated on the Elizabeth rivor, itself an

estuary of Hampton Roads, there is all the sea room necessary for an efficient iiuarantine.

The 'lua'-antinc station is abreast of Carey Island, five miles below the city, where therivur

rapidly widens Into Hampton Roads. Vessels arc invariably examined at the station, and

are absolutely prohibited from coming up until inspected by the (luarantine oftlcers.

"There is nothing special about our method of disinfecting vessels, cargoes and tiie

crew. The fumes of burning Siulphur are usually employed. Sometimes, in the case of

largo sized vessels, chlorine, generated by the action of sulphuric acid upon common salt

is also employed below the wator line. Vessels in quarantine are anchored at u safe dis-

tance outside the main ship channel.

"So far I have hud no cholera-infected vessels to inspect. Should any such arrive,!

would treat them on tho same general principles of disinfection as other vessels, giving

special attention to tbe tliorough dibinfection, or destruction, if necessary, of all clothing',

bedding, rags, or any other materials which might act as fomites for the infection."

In response to a subseciuent in(iuiry, asking what assistance or protection has been

afforded by the quarantine or inspection maintained by the National Government through

the Marine Hospital and Revenue Marine services. Dr. Gait writes that "while it does not

relieve me from responsibility as the local quarantine officer. It is undoubtedly an addi-

tional protection to this city, and I would compare it in military phrase to a second line of

entrenchments around us. This service is, as you know, maintained only during the

warmer months, and was raised on the luth inst. [Nov.] for the winter, so that I am now

without, its assistance."


