
; (

11',

4^4

A. D.

1756.

The general HISTORY of

fight, and bid defiance to a fort, which they might

then have reduced in a few hours with one finglc

moftar.

A refolution was then taken to enlarge the fort,

or rather to ereft fome additional forts, to build

vcflels upon the lake, to increafe the garrifon, and

to provide every thing necefiary to annoy an ene-

my, and to render the place tenable. Accordingly

Captain Bradftreet was difpatched with a reinforce-

ment of two companies, fome fwivel guns, and

the firft fet of workmen to build veflfels : but thefc

men were employed in building fuch craft, that,

when, foon after, 1 1 more French battoes, with

troops on board pafled by Ofwego, and we had a

greater number of thofe boats in the harbour,

they were fuffered to pafs unmolefted, to the great

danger and terror of our back fettlements ; our

battoes not being (lifF enough for the foldiers to

(land to fire off at fea j fo ticklifli that the in-

advertent motion of one man wouki overfet them,

and fo fmall, as not able to carry more than fix men
each. Yet, if thai was the real cafe, no care was

tp.ken to build their boats upon a more ferviceablc

plan, agiiinft any future emergency, and to main-

tain the dominion of the lake. But there was

another moft unpardonable overfight in thofe, who

had the dire(5tion of thefe works. Capacious

flout veflels require a coniiderable deal of irgn

work in their compofjtion. The managers had

provided fmiths enough : but there was no more

than one pair of bellows. So that the firft acci-

dent, which might unavoidably happen to that

neccflary


